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Israel demands closure of offices at Orient House 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli 

SSST r * m S ded o?r 

P™^ s “ °? e ° l House, the unofficial Palestinian 
headq^ners in East Jerusalem. In a message to Pales 
nrnan Resident Yasser Arafat, Forei^StS Md 
Levy demanded the closure of rh? nfK J Ua i r 
spons and U* office S £££ 

Jernsalen, I«i Radt Sd Mr 
Lev^ also demanded that a training centre in the Arab 

JSS 2 ShU&U 1,1 Jerusale “ no longer be useS 
If 0 *?? services - the radio added. The 
g™? House has been a thorny issue between the 

Which sees * e office *» threat 
to its claim of sovereignty over all of Jerusalem. 
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Perry to visit S. Arabia for talks 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Defence Secretary 
William Perry was to travel to Saudi Arabia to discuss 
plans to move U.S. forces to safer locations and other 
security issues with Saudi leaders, Pentagon officials 
said Friday. The talks were expected to include U.S. 
insistence on close cooperation in the investigation of 
the June 25 truck bombing in Dhahran that killed 19 
Americans, the officials said. Mr. Perry planned to go 
to Saudi Arabia from Australia, where he was visiting 
Friday, said (he officials, who spoke on condition 
they not be identified. The New York Times reported 
that Mr. Perry would be seeking Saudi financial sup- 
port for the movement of U.S. forces to A1 Khar}, a 
remote air base in the desen southeast of Riyadh. 
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Israel seals off West Bank f? ss n holds ‘ useful talks ’ in A A T an 

U.S. envoy says Arabs, 

after killing of two Israelis Israelis seeking peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel on Fri- 
day re-imposed a total 
blockade on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip after Pales- 
tinian militants shot dead 
an Israeli man and his 
daughter-in-law inside the 
Jewish state, the army 
announced. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
ordered security forces to 
use the most sophisticated 
means available M to do 
everything to find the com- 
mandos who carried out 
this attack,” Israel Radio 
said. 

And he called on Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
to “fight against all groups 
preaching terrorism” even 
those which are part of the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO). 

But Mr. Arafet said he had 
no information about the 
drive-by shooting which 
happened before dawn Fri- 
day on the road between 
Beit Shemesh and Kfer 
Zackarya, . south of 
Jerusalem, within Israel. 

He condemned the 
renewed closure of the 
occupied territories as 
“another breach of what 
has been agreed on” refer- 
ring to the autonomy 
accords between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Gunmen in a white Sub- 
aru sprayed another car 
with automatic gun fire 

Hijacked Iberia jet 
lands in Miami 

MIAMI (R) — An Iberia 
Airlines DC-10 jet believed 
to have 231 people on 
board landed safely at 
Miami international airport 
on Friday after a hijacker 
rerouted it on a flight from 
Madrid to Havana. Police 
and other officials at the 
airport initially stayed away 
from the plane after it' tax- 
ied from the runway, and 
local television reported 
that the hijacker had asked 
to surrender. Police and 
federal aviation administra- 
tion officials confirmed that 
Iberia Airlines Flight 6621 
from Madrid to Havana was 
rerouted to Miami after it 
was hijacked. 

Arafat to visit 
S. Arabia 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat is to 
visit Saudi Arabia on Sun- 
day for talks with King 
Fahd and Crown Prince 
Abdullah, Mr. Arafat’s 
spokesman said. During his 
two-day stay, Mr. Ararat 
will discuss the “the lastest 
developments concerning 
the Palestinian question.” 
said Nabt) Abu Rudeina. 

Bundestag 
president 
ends visit 

AQABA (Petra ) — President 
of Gentian Parliament (Bun- 
destag) Rita Suessmuth left 
Jordan Friday after a four 
day-visit during which she 
was received by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. the Regent, and held talks 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabarici, acting Speak- 
er of the Upper House of Par- 
liament Zeidjtifei. Speaker 
of die Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa’d Hayel Srour and 

other senior Jordanian offi- 
cials. 



An Israeli border-policeman denies a Palestinian family entry into Jerusalem at the Bethlehem roadblock Friday 
after Israel sealed off the West Bank following the killing of two Israelis in a drive-by shooting by suspected Pales- 
tinian gunmen (Reuter photo) 


from Kalashnikov rifles and 
pistols as they overtook 
before speeding away. The 
attack took place just 20 
kilometres from the West 
Bank, and police said the 
car was hit by 20 bullets. 

Uri Munk. 60, and his 
daughter-in-law Rachel 
Munk, 25, were killed 


while Munk’s son Zeev, 
30, was seriously wounded 
and said by doctors to be in 
a critical condition. 

He was taken to the 
Hashomer Hospital in Tel 
Aviv along with his mother 
Aliza Munk who escaped 
injury but was in shock. 

“Following that attack 


carried out at 1 ajn. Friday 
(,2200 GMT) in which two 
Israeli civilians were killed, 
a - general closure was 
imposed on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip,” ah army 
spokesman said. 

The attackers have not 
been identified but security 
forces suspect they are mil- 


itants from tbe Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) who 
sneaked into Israel from the 
West Bank. 

“All tbe Palestinians who 
were on Israeli territory this 
morning have been ordered 

(Continued on page 7) 


PNA warns against expanding settlements 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Pal- 
estinian leaders warned 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu Fri- 
day be could face an upris- 
ing in (he territories if he 
goes ahead with plans to 
expand Jewish settlements. 

“Palestinian society will 
revolt if Netanyahu’s settle- 
ment' programme is put 
into action. None of the 
Palestinians will accept the 
construction of new settle- 
ments or land seizures,” 
said Local Government 
Minister in the Palestine 
National Authroity (PNA) 
Saeb Erekat. 

“This is not a threat, just a 
prognosis. The issue of the 
settlements will bring 
Palestinian society to tbe 
boiling point,” he told the 
Israeli daily Haaretz. 

He added tbe U.S. admin- 
istration of President Bill 


Clinton had promised the 
Palestinian Authority to tell 
Israel that Jewish settle- 
ments in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories posed a danger to 
the peace process. 

“The Americans know 
that the settlements are a 
time-bomb which could 
explode any moment,” Dr. 
Erekat said, adding “settle- 
ments are incompatible 
with peace. I hope 
Netanyahu will put the 
accent on peace and take it 
seriously.” 

The Israeli government 
bad been due to hold its 
first debate on the settle- 
ments at Friday's weekly 
cabinet meeting, but it was 
postponed until next week. 

According to aides, Mr. 
Netanyahu is aiming initial- 
ly to increase the size of 
existing settlements on the 
West Bank and give fresh 


impetus to building by-pass 
roads for settlers around 
areas under Palestinian 
self-rule. 

Tbe programme is a sig- 
nificant turnaround from 
. the policies of 

the previous Labour-led 
governments which from 
1992 under the 
leadership of Yitzhak 
Rabin and his successor 
Shimon Peres froze 
all settlement building 
except around Jerusalem. 

The decision to postpone 
tbe cabinet debate came 
just ahead of tbe arrival of 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross in 
Jerusalem for talks with 
Mr. Netanyahu aimed at 
reviving the faltering peace 
process. 

The United States has not 
hidden its fears that any 
new settlement programme 
in the occupied territories 


could pose a major obsta- 
cle to foe Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to be swayed and 
during a trip to 

Washington earlier this 
month insisted on the Jews' 
right to settle in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Initially, he plans to boost 
the number of settlers by 
50,000 — more than a 
third of the 140,000 cur- 
rently living on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 140 
settlements — by earmark- 
ing an extra 1.500 empty 
flats to settlers and autho- 
rising construction within 
the existing settlements, 
reports said. 

According to tbe Maariv 
daily, some 7,000 new 
homes are also planned for 
around Jerusalem. 


2 engines found in sea as TWA 
crash probe analyses flight data 


EAST MORICHES, New 
York (AFP) — Navy divers 
found two engines from 
last week’s fatal TWA 
crash, authorities said Fri- 
day, as investigators 
worked to decipher a mys- 
terious noise beard just 
before the jet exploded and 
crashed. 

Robert Francis, vice chair- 
man of the National Trans- 
portation Safety Board 
fNTSB), called the discov- 
ery “extraordinarily impor- 
tant.” but had no details on 
the condition of the engines 
and could not say when 
they would be lifted to the 
surface. 

Mr. Francis reiterated that 
the government’s top prior- 
ity is recovering bodies, 
and be announced that 138 


corpses had now been 
brought to tbe surface from 
tbe wreckage of TWA 
Flight 800, which exploded 
over the Atlantic off New 
York July 17. 

Meanwhile, attention 
focused on a mysterious 
noise found on the “black 
box” cockpit voice 
recorder, which was being 
analysed in Washington. 

The sound lasted just a 
“brief fraction of a second” 
before, abruptly ending 11- 
1/2 minutes after tbe plane 
left New York bound for 
Paris, Ml Francis said. 

By analysing the tape in 
conjunction with the flight 
technical data recorder and 
other information, investi- 
gators are hoping to deter- 
mine what caused the plane 


to explode in midair and 
crash, killing all 230 
aboard. 

Investigators will record 
the frequency of the sound 
and match it to sounds 
heard in other planes that 
were downed by bombs. 
“An explosion would have a 
lot of the components of 
low-frequency sound,” said 
Richard Stone, president of 
tbe International Society of 
Air Safety investigators. 

A high-frequency sound 
would be more indicative of 
an equipment 

Mure that led to decom- 
pression, he said. 

“They onght to be able to 
make a judgement that this 
sound was consistent with 
a blast or it was consistent 
with a break-up,” former 


NTSB investigator Chuck 
Leonard said. 

For purposes of compari- 
son, investigators have 
available voice recorders 
from Pan Am Flight 103 
that crashed over Locker- 
bie, Scotland, in 1988 and 
Air India Flight 182 that 
crashed off tbe Irish coast 
in 1985. 

Without explicitly saying 
so, investigators seem more 
inclined to tbe theory that 
sabotage brought down 
Flight 800. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation Assistant 
Director James Kallstrom 
said the crash had yet to be 
classified as a criminal 
investigation, _but that tbe 
FBI bad not “discounted 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

with agency dispatches 

U.S. ENVOY Dennis Ross 
held talks Friday with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and praised the 
“strong commitment” of 
Israel and tbe Palestinians 
to overcome their differ- 
ences. 

“There is a very strong 
commitment on both sides 
to find ways to solve tbe 
problem” said Mr. Ross, 
who is on a Middle East 
tour aimed ai jump-starting 
the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat praised Mr. 
Ross’ efforts to get stalled 
peace negotiations moving 
again after tbe two met in 
the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Ross left for Israel 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas Thursday after a two- 
day visit to the Kingdom 
during which be held what 
be described as “useful 
talks” with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, tbe Regent, and 
senior Jordanian officials 
on ways to break the stale- 
mate in tbe Middle East 
peace process and bilateral 
relations, 

“We obviously want to 
strengthen the- nature of our 
relations in terms of U.S- 
Jordanian bilateral ties.” 
Ml Ross told reporters 
before leaving for Israel. 

Ml Ross, whose trip 


comes amid a flurry of 
diplomatic activity in the 
region aimed at reviving the 
frozen Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, raterated Washing- 
ton’s commitment to the 
principles of the Middle 
East peace process, but 
stressed that the U.S. will 
not put any pressure on 
Israel to accept the land- 
for-peace formula. 

He said his country will 
continue to work with 
peace partners to find the 
best ways for reviving the 
stalled peace process. 

“We cannot impose any- 
thing,” he said. “Ultimately 
it is not the United States 
that decides, tbe parties can 
decide for themselves, the 
parties are the ones that will 
reach agreements,” Mr. 
Ross told reporters. 

He said “what we can do 
is find the ways to woik 
with the parties in the 
region to promote the 
chance to make progress.” 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment Middle East coordina- 
tor met Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
on Thursday to try to ease 
obstacles blocking a 
resumption of Israeli-Pales- 
tinian talks, suspended 
since a wave of militant 
bombings in Israel in Feb- 
ruary and Match Mr. Ross 
said that Arabs and Israelis 
realised they had no alter- 
native but to move forward 
on peace following the 


Accusations on Libya 
sanctions ‘groundless’ 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan 
Friday denied accusations 
that it was flouting U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Libya 
since 1992. “Jordan is at the 
forefront of states adhering 
to international laws and 
U-N. resolutions,” a Jordan- 
ian official was quoted as 
saying. The official made no 
further comments on the 
news that a document detail- 
ing alleged violations of the 
embargo had been sent to 
the United Nations on 
Wednesday by the United 
States, Britain and France. 
The document was compiled 
after a worldwide investiga- 
tion launched in March by 
Washington, Paris and Lon- 
don and named eight coun- 
tries including Jordan, 


Egypt and China which 
were allegedly breaking the 
U.N. air and military embar- 
go imposed on Tripoli. The 
investigation found that in 
some cities the number of 
Libyan diplomats had 
increased, contrary to the 
embargo. The report high- 
lighted that in Amman and 
Cairo the offices of the 
Libyan Arab Airlines had 
been allowed to stay open 
and staffed in violation of 
tbe sanctions. Sanctions 
were slapped on Libya after 
it refusal to hand over to 
either Britain or tbe United 
States, two Libyans accused 
of the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in which 270 peo- 
ple were killed. 


De Charette urges 
new peace drive 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette. just back from a 
Middle East tour, warned 
Friday that further delay in 
the peace process could 
enhance the danger of terror- 
ism in the region. 

If tbe present slow-down in 
Middle East diplomacy con- 
tinued, he said, “there could 
be risks to the region: politi- 
cal risks and terrorist risks.” 

In an interview appearing 
Saturday in the Paris daily 
Le Figaro. Mr. de Charette 
stressed France’s active role 
in Middle East diplomacy. 

“The French position in the 
peace process is a middle-of- 
the-road one,” he said. “We 
are not advocates of one side 
against the other... this bal- 
anced attitude means that all 
parties listen to us.” 


Mr. de Charette quoted 
Palestinian President Yassar 
Arafat as telling him at their 
meeting in Gaza this week: 
“France must intervene to 
save the peace process.” 

Mr. de Charette’ s Middle 
East trip, aimed at promoting 
France’s diplomatic role in 
die region, took him to Jor- 
dan, Syria. Lebanon, Israel, 
Egypt and the Palestinian 
autonomous territories. 

He told Le Figaro that after 
his visit to Damascus he was 
convinced "the Syrian lead- 
ership wishes to achieve a 
peace settlement with 
Israel.” 

It would be unrealistic to 
suppose that the. Lebanese 
and Syrian questions could 
be resolved separately, he 
added. 


election of a hardline Israeli 
government in May. 

“The reality is that there 
is a desire from everyone 
that I have spoken to find a 
way to produce peace," Mr. 
Ross told reporters. 

“It is the recognition of 
the absence of an alterna- 
tive and the commitment to 
go ahead that gives me tbe 
basis for hope,” he said. 

Mr. Ross, who held talks 
in Syria before arriving in 
Jordan Wednesday, told 
Israeli Prime - Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Thursday that Syria wanted 
to further peace efforts and 
learn more about the new 
Israeli government. 

Mr. Ross met Ml 
N etanyahu on Thursday in 
Jerusalem after he held 
talks in Syria with Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad. 

“He (Mr. Ross) said Pres- 
ident Assad of Syria desired 
to further the peace process 
and that Assad was interest- 
ed in learning more about 
Israel’s new government 
and about Prime Minister 
Netanyahu,” a statement 
issued by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
office said after the meet- 
ing. 

“Ross added that Assad 
was still in the process of 
taking decisions and was 
interested to know on what 
basis negotiations with 
Israel could be furthered,”. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Arafat and 
Assad vow 
to work 
for peace 

LATAKJA, Syria (Agen- 
cies) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Araiat ended a 
landmark visit to Syria on 
Friday after vowing in talks 
here to work with Damas- 
cus for Middle East peace. 

Syrian spokesman Jubran 
Kuriyeh said late Thursday 
that Mr. Arafat and Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad had 
held four hours of talks on 
‘'inter-Arab relations, the 
situation in the region after 
the Arab summit in June 
and recent developments." 

They also discussed 
efforts to implement tbe 
resolutions of the Cairo 
summit as well as the issue 
of Jerusalem and the situa- 
tion in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, Ml Kuriyeh said. 

The Palestinian leader 
had last set foot in Syria 
shortly before the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel 
signed tbe declaration of 
principles in September 
1993 launching Palestinian 
autonomy a year later. 

Mr. Arafat also held talks 
with Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa after 
arriving in Syria on Thurs- 
day to mend ties with Dam- 
ascus and agree future 
moves for peace talks with 
Israel, officials said. 

In a statement to 
reporters, Mr. Arafat said 
he was pleased to visit 
Syria “to listen to the valu- 
able advice from President 
Assad on how to confront 
the challenges feeing us not 
only as Palestinians but 
also as Arabs.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Shin Bet hit by 
crushing skulls 


scandal as agent admits 
of Palestinian detainees 


OCCUPIED ERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A scandal has 
erupted in Israel amid reve- 
lations by a secret service 
agent that on orders from 
the top he coolly bashed in 
the heads of two Palestini- 
ans with a rock after a bus 
hijacking. 

The daily Yediot 
Aharonot, which has whet- 
ted appetites for. the releva- 
tions by trickling out 
exerpts of an interview with 
Shin Bet agent Ehud Yatom 
over the past few days, on 
Friday published in lull his 
version of events on April 
12, 1984. 

Mr. Yatom. 48, who is 
leaving the internal security 
agency Shin Bet after 24 
years service, voiced no 
regret for the killing and 
said he was proud of his 
actions. 

But the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel said 
they were shocked by the 
revelations and that Mr. 


Yatom has managed to. ris'e 
up through the Shin Bet 
ranks despite the killings. . 

“‘His* brutal act, which he , 
carried out under orders 
from the then head of the 
(Shin Bet), (he false testi- 
mony of those involved in 
the episode and the' deliber- 
ate attempt to obstruct the 
investigation are blatant 
violations of human rights 
and the rule of ' law in 
Israel," the association said 
in a statement. 

“ Killin g prisoners, even if 
they are terrorists,- is a 
grave crime -and those 
responsible should have 
been punished. Instead after 
being pardoned by -then 
President Haim Herzog. 
Ehud Yatom was promot- 
ed." ■ ■■ 

The leader of the left- 
wing Meretz Party Yossi 
Sand said that Mr. Yatom 
was "the vermin of Israeli 
society, the rotten .apple 
with a military mentality. 


devoid of values’.- 
"AH those '.whof - dSdn-t' 
understand at the time why / . 
those .responsible should 
hot. have ";been pardoned, 
must ■ now: -realise,” ' ,h£ _ 
added.' ' ... 

"-The- rwb; Palestinians.- 
along wjth.two fathers, had;" 
hijacked a bus as it left Tel". ’’ 
Aviv. They were captured, ; 
alive after; IsraeU’-boHnpan- . 
dos ■stonned-- , the' -.bus .-near, 
the Egyptian border while- - 
their two' accomplices were 
killed on the- spot 
It was -not until two years . • 
later however that an offi- 
- cial inquiry ' revealed ‘ that 
the pair,- had been later 
killed in cold blood on the • 
orders -of the then Shin Bet - 
chief, Avraham. Shalom. • 

' The scandal, shook Shin 
Bet bur the 1 1 • ' agents " 
involved escaped -unscathed : • 
with a presidential - pardon. 
Some.- were ‘defended by ‘ 
lawyer • Yaakov Neeman,' • 
who is now the Israeli-jus- 


tice minister. 

. '.Mr. 1 Yatom' told Yediot 
Aharonot -that' “I crushed 
their skulls with a large 
rock. It was not too difficult 
.because they were already 
dying/’ '. 

■.When the Palestinians 
■ were handed oyer they were 
"seriously, ..wounded, foil 6f 
blood I described it then 
as two sacks of potatoes," 
h£addeti.; ' • 

.'Mr- .'Yatom, who is the 
.brother of current chief of 
the Mbssad external securi- 
ty' services Danny Yaiom, 
said Shin. Bet had planned 
if necessary to cover its 
tracks by J implicating the 
leader - of- the parachute 
team which stormed the bus 
Yitzhak Mordecbai, cur- 
rently defence minister . 

According to- Israeli 
radio, current Shin Beth 
chief ^\mi Ayalon has asked 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to prosecute Mr. 
Yatom for. violating state 


secrets. 

“What Yatom did is a 
betrayal of the organisation 
as a whole,," a former agent 
told Yediot Aharonot 

But lawyers said Mr. 
Yatom had used a loophole 
in the law. 

A draft bill is being drawn 
up' by the justice minis try 
setting out a five-year 
prison sentence for giving 
: away secrets even once an 
agent has left the organisa- 
tion or retired. But the bill 
■ has not yet been passed into 
law. 

“The whole episode 
proves the necessity of 
establishing standards in 
law for the conduct' for 
(Shin Bet) and for- institut- 
ing public oversight Until 
now the (Shin Bet) does not 
operate in any established 
legal framework and is nor 
* subjected to substantial 
scrutiny. by the Knesset" 
the Civil Rights Associa- 
tion said. 


Woman 
dies in 
Bahrain 
after son’s 
arrest 

BANI JAMRA, Bahrain (R) 
— A 54-year-old Shi’ite 
Muslim woman has died 
from heart failure after try- 
ing. to prevent Bahraini 
"police from arresting her 
son, witnesses said on 
Thursday. 

They said the incident 
' occurred after security 
forces entered the Shi'ite vil- 
lage of Bani Jamra, 10 kilo- 
metres west of the capital 
Manama, on Tuesday night 
.after reports of ^nti-goyem- 
.tnent umestfey young Shi'ite 
men who started fires. 

_j -Three mqn were arrested, 
including Sihra Ibrahim's 
16-year-old son Ahmad, the 
witnesses said. 

When she saw the police 
forces bundling ber son into 
their car. she ran after them 
shouting and pleading 
“leave my son, leave my 
son,” the witnesses told 
Reuters. The security forces 
replied with tear-gas and 
rubber bullets and pushed 
her away with their rifle 
butts, they added 

Zahra, who already suf- 
fered from heart problems, 
collapsed and died shortly 
after the incident, the wit- 
nesses said. 

Police released the son the 
next morning at the family's 
request to allow him to 
attend his mother's funeral. 

Government officials 
denied **the woman was 
harmed but said investiga- 
tions were continuing into 
the incident." 


3 ,200-year-old Canaanite clay tablets found 


OCCUPED "JERUS- 
ALEM (AP) — Archaeol- 
ogists have uncovered 
thfee clay tablets that were 
inscribed more than 3,200 
years ago and may have 
been part of the royal 
archives of the largest 
Canaanite city-state in the ■ 
region, a published report 
said Friday. 

Inscribed in Accadian 
Cuneiform script, the- 


tablets- stemmed from (he . 

‘ late Canaanite peridd • 
Q550 B.B. 1 to 1200 B.C.) " 
— the 1 period described’ .in.* 
the Biblical books .of. Gen- 
esis and Exodus, ’ said -the •' • 
Haaretz daily* • . . 

■The report said'archaeol- ■ 
ogists found the .match- • 
box-sized tablets while 
-digging at the - site of. a-.' 
Canaanite palace at Tel 
Hazor in' "northern Israel. • 


Haaretz did not say what- 
'was written on the tablets. 

■ Archaeologist Amnon 
Ben-Tor of Hebrew Uni- 
versity], who is leading the 
dig. -refused comment on 
the report Friday. He has 
called a news conference 
foe Monday. 

./ Tfae Haaretz report said 
archaeologists hope - the 
tablets- are part of royal 
archives in the palace. 


which they believe may 
haye been in tbe room 
adjacent to where the 
tablets were found and 
which has not yet been 
excavated. 

Few writings from that 
period, of history have 
been uncovered in the 
region, and the finds could 
fill in much missing infor- 
mation about the Canaan- 
ite era. 



ISRAELI POLICEMAN ORDERS PALESTINIANS BACK: An Israeli border 
policeman guides two elderly Palestinian men back to the West Bank after they 
were denied entry to Jerusalem at the Bethlehem roadblock Friday. Israel Sealed off 
the West B ank following the killing of two Israelis in a d.rive-by shooting by sus- 
pected Palestinian gunmen (Reuters photo}. 
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FIS says Belgium Responsible for 
death of leader who sphght refuge 


PARIS (R1 — Algeria's ‘ 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) guerrilla group said on 
Fqday that,one of its leadens 
Who sought refuge in' Bel- * 
gium but was expelled back • 
to Algeria -was tortured to 
death on bis arrival. . 

A FIS statement said Said ' 
Ben Othman, a member of 
the group's leadership in the 
Mostaganem area of Algeria, 
died under torture after being 
expelled from Belgium to 
Algeria on July 15. . 

FIS said' Mr. Ben Othman 
asked for but was denied 
political asylum by Belgium. ' 

"FIS considers .Belgium ... , 
carries full . responsibity for 
his suffering and his mur- 
der," the statement received . 
in Paris said. 

FIS is one of two powerful 
clandestine Muslim funda- 
mentalist movements seek- 
ing to overthrow Algeria’s 
military -led government,' 

in another development on 
Thursday, Algerian security 
forces arrested a lone hijack- 
er who seized an Air AJgerie 
plane. All 232 passengers 
were safe, the Algerian Inte- . 
nor Ministry said. 


‘The" affair of the Air 
AJgerie -Boeing 767-,' which 
was prevented ' fra m' takin g 
off by an individual "from 
Oran's Es 'Sepia! airport fias 
had ’ r a- happy ending;’’ ' the 
. official ’ ■' /^erian. ! '' ne,vvs 
agency APS quoted a min-' 
istry statement as spying. - . 

The stafemehfsaid all pas- 
sengers- -were safe and the 
hijacker; who wia unarmed; 

. was arrested. ... -V 
' The motive, for- the. hijack- 
ing, 'the first in 'Algeria in 
nearly two. years; was not 
known; Algerian state televi- 
sion said earlier, the. hijacker 
was an. Algerian national but' 
did not name him.. . 

The interior, ministry -.said- 
earlier that. ; the. -hijacker 
seized the state airline’s- Boe- 
ing 767 at 'Gran’s Es Senia. 
■airport, at' around 9 am.; 
(0700 GMT) and prevented 
it from lakuig - .off -,on. .a 
domestic flight (o Algiers. 

The ministry, whose secu- 
rity forces have been fighting- 
Muslim ‘fundamentalists for. 
more than four yqars,- said 
the hijacker's motives and 
nationality were unknown.' 

Security farces' cordoned 


. off the airport in die western 
city, spme -375 kilometres 
'• west of the capital, Algiers. 
Pilots at .Air Algerie have 
been . staging .^ ^riw of 

- weekend strikes in support of 

1 ' pay demands for the past two 
months! They- .had earlier 
called ah * indefinite strike 
-" from Aug. 3. Their union, the 
' Soeiete des Pilotes de Ugnes 
Algepennes * ■ (SPLA). 
■appealed to the pilots to call 
off their strike in solidarity, 
with the loss-making airline 

• following the hijack. . . 

• It' urged pilots to place 
; themselves at. the disposal of- 

• the airline S&yiogthat was a 
national duty "each time that 

: the country or the company - 
; faced difficulty." 

• The last major hijack from 
an Algerian airport took 

•, place' in-' December 1994 
when 'an Air. France plane 
With 200 people on board 
w^ hijacked from Algiers to 

- Marseilles on Christinas eve. 

Muslim hijackers killed 
. three passengers and after a 
-54-hour Stand-off, France's 
special forces stormed the 
plane and killed four hijack- 
'.erS.'- 


General Aideed wounded in fighting, claims rival 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
-Somali warlord Mohammad 
Fatah Aideed whom U.S. 
forces vainly tried to capture 
in 1993 has been seriously 
wounded during fighting in 
south Mogadishu, his arch- 
rival ~Afi -Maftdi" Moham- 
mad’s Radio North 
Mogadishu said Friday. _ 

Quoting what it caMfcon- 
fidential "sources close to 
Gen. Aideed’s doctors, the 
radio said die general’s life 
was in danger' after be was 
shot in the abdomen, affect- 
ing the lower intestines 
above the kidney, during tbe 
fighting which took place in 
the Mogadishu district of 
Medina. 

The radio said Gen. Aideed 
would be evacuated to Nairo- 
bi in neighbouring Kenya, 
although he preferred to be 
taken to Wissil village, where 
he is -believed to have been 
bom 61 years ago. 

Gen. Aideed’s • militia 
forces are currently pined 
against a joint force of Ali 
Mahdi's Somali Salvation 
Alliance (SSA) and fighters 
in the. United Somali Con- 
gress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
supporting Osman Hassan 
Ali Atto, Gen. Aideed’s for- 


mer financier-turned bitter 
political foe, as well as forces 
from tbe Awadle clan's 
Somali Patriotic Movement 
(SPM), now Christened the 
joint "Franses of Peace.’’ 

There has been no word 
GerU-^Aid&T s'^’oVfrrT- ’ 
meat on the recent heavy 
..clashes in apd_around the 
capital's . districts oFMedina 
and Huriwa; which have left 
more than. 100 people dead 
and more than 400 others 
wounded, , or on Thursday’s 
alleged capture from . his 
forces of the key Ballidogle 
airport, 90 kilometres west of 
the capital by tbe joint oppo- 
sition alliance forces. 

It was not possible to 
•obtain independent confir- 
mation immediately on the 
claim, one of a series feat 
have indicated feat the tide 
was turnin g heavily against 
Gen. Aideed in the battle- 
field. 

But in Nairobi, 
international aid -agencies 
working in Mogadishu said 
that this time rumours about 
Gen, Aideed being wounded 
“must be true." adding feat 
"there are too many elements . 
filling fee claim." 

Similar rumours of his' 
beins wounded have also 


been ’ circulating among 
Somali communities' in 
Nairobi, 'Djibouti and 
Ethiopia. 

In June 1993, the U.N- 
Operation in Somalia < UN O- 
SOM) ordered fee arrest of 
Gen.*- "AidedU -'and' even' 
offered a .$25,000 prize for 
the.arresL . 

U.S. forces vainly tried for 
months to arrest fee warlord 
in his stronghold of south 
Mogadishu, but this wild- 
goose chase ended on Ocl 3, 
1993 when 18 U.S. soldiers, 
were killed and 70 others 
wounded by Gen. Aideed’s 
militiamen. 

Earlier reports Friday had' 
also indicated that fighting 
was raging between rival 
militiamen at Tihsile village, 
30 kilometres east- of Balli- 
dogle, where large numbers 
of militiamen and heavily- 
armed vehicle's sent by Gen. 
Aideed to regain control of. 
the airport - were trying ' to. 
push through. 

But another communique 
issued here Friday afternoon 
by Mr. Ali Mahdi’s comman- 
ders said that fee joint force ■ 
had already occupied Afgoe 
district. 30 kilometres west of 
Mogadishu on Friday morn- 
ing after completing fee 


seizure of BallTdogle airport. 

The force occupied Afgoe 
peacefully, apparently after- 
Gen. Aideed’s militiamen 
evacuated it, without any 
casualties, reports quoted res- 
idents of fee,town as saying. 

J The capture .of Ballidogle 
and occupation of Afgoe was 
aiiped at putting pressure oh 
Gt?n. AideedV forces which 
have been besieging Medina, 
where . heavy fightipg 
resumed on Friday morning 
•after a night's lull. i. 

Gen. Aideed^s militiamen- 
were using both heavy mor- . 
tars-' and heavy and small L 
machineguns to fire at po’si-'i 
tions held by Mr. Ali-Mahdi’s'^ 
forces. ' • • . " 

The joint "Forces of Peace" • 
harve'-said they will not nego- * 
tiate wife Gen. Aideed until 
he retreated from his procla- 
mation of being fee president 
of Somalia. 

Gem ’ Aideed . was fan- . 
claimed interim president of 
Somalia for three years by a 
conference of his supporters 
held in south Mogadishu oh 
June 15 . and shortly later 
named it government! which 
is not recognised by other 
armed Somali clan factions 
and the international comrau- 
.nity.' . 
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PRAYER TIMES 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweifiefeTeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmmkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasanda Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77 1 331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene "Tel. ■ 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

Engfish-speakuig 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190.- 

WEATHER 

Temperatures are expected to rise 
during the next two days becom- 
ing above average by 2-3 degree 
centigrade with winds northwest- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm.- 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman ..........L ..23/35 

Aqaba '...27/40 

Deserts — ...30/39 

Jordan Valley 27/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 33, Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent. 
Aqaba 52 per cent. ' 

USEFUL ' 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Halaseh. 


..819220 


DuGhariAbuSheOdhah 752405 
DtRuMSukkar 856457 


Dn Yousef A1 Faqlh '.1.-.7901W 
Kras pharmacy . 

Ferdows pharmacy ! 778336 ' 

AI Asema pharmacy .....637055 
Nairoukb- pharmacy ..1.623672 . 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 
Yacoub pharmacy 644945 
Shmdsani pharmacy — 637660 

Najib pharmacy 1.847632 

JKBfD: . ' .'V; . 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu' — ^ — 281484 ' 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) . 

ZARQA:' ” '* 

Dr. Issa Al Omari ......901266 

Khalifeh pharmacy ^.I..9854l7 

EMERGENCIES . 

Food Control Centre 637 LI 1 

CivjO^ Defence Department 

:.6isiiir • 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 1 

: uJ.™.-.--...;..__63034r.. 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police' 192jv ' 621111, ' 
637777 : 

Fire Brigade ^^ ta .6f7l01 
Blood' Bank ......: v ._:::.77‘5121. 

Highway Police ..8434CC' 

Traffic Police J.896390 1 

Public Security' Department 

,11.630321 

Hotel Complaints : 6d5 S00 

Price Ownpbuits .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Cbm-. 

plaints — r L.897467 

Amman Municipality jCont; 
plaints^-....'.. — „.^.787'i 1 1 ' 
Telephone Information' (direcr ‘ 








Jssj 





tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls : — ^.010230 

Centra] Amman .Telephone 

Reparis ...J L.623 101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

J 661101 


Jordan Television . 


.773111 


'. Radio Jordan — ..7741 1 1 

Waftf Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

4:.,. 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 .- . ' 

■Queen Alia IntL- Airport 08- 
-53200 

HOSPITALS • 

AMMAN: ' » ' 

'Hussein Medcal • Centre 

813813/32 

. Khalidi Maternity, . J. Atom 

J.LL — :....-....64428I/6 

-Alcfleb -'Maternity, J. Amo. 

-642441/2 

- Jabal Amman Maternity 

■' ,^-..--...4. i., 642362 

Malhaz J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmefcani 

607071" 

Shmeisaiii Hospital ...„.J&69131 
■ University Hcisjpital .L....845845 
Al-Mua.sber'HospitaL 667227/9 
ITie idamk, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AMuAbdaD „.„664l64/6 

Italian, - AJ-Muhajreen 

• .V i 777 101/3 

Al-Bashfe ■ J, Ashrafieh 


. :. .775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital _:674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Speoal Surgery : 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJi FBghts 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National . Hospital 
' (09«rKV»60 

Dm Sins Hospital -..(09)986732 
Al JEEkam Modem Hospital 
JTttiQQOQOO 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hoq»tal 

102)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

Haya Hospital 
.'... 03)3141 11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian i,RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Internationa! ■ Airprat Tel. 
(08)53200 wh«e it should 
always be verified Information 
on other frights is obtaiined on 
telephone (0$) 52700 or (08) 
523250.' 


08:00 .... 
10^0 .... 

Damascus (RJ) 

I0J0 .... 


10:30 .... 

11:00 

11:00 .... 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

..Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 


15:45 New Y<xk. Amsterdam! RJ) 

19:15 ... 
20:40 ... 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

02:50 ..: 


05 JO ... 


Other Flights 

03:00 .... 


13:40 

14:00 

Muscat. Doha (GFj 

-..Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 ... 
1935..... 
2035 

Amsterdam /KL) 

2035...., 
21:10 

....Damascus, Paris i AF) 

21:15 


•22:00 


2235 .... 


2335 .... 


03:00 .... 
03:00 

— . — Kuwait (KL.) 

0330 

06:30 

.'..Tel Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings fRW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (QA1A — proceeds 
to Marita airpon at 10:00 a.m.) 
(W| - 


DEPARTT.TRES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06i35 .-. Beirut (RJ) 

09:45 — Lstanbul (RJi 

12:00 Vienna (RJ) 

12 JO Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) * 

12 JO -Amseidarn Chicago (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Madrid-(RJ/ 

1-3:10 Paris (.RJ) 

13:15 Bnjsds.Anvaadam(RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ i . 

-14:05- .".London tRJi 

21:10 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh (RJi 

21:20- Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ ) 

22:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:20 ^-AtuDhatiDubaflRJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 ..... — .Athens (OAj 

04KM) ....Rome (AZ) 

08:45 ........... — Beinit (MEi 

14J0 .AixiDhtixBti*OT<GF) 

15 JO Riyadh fSV) 

16d)0 Vienna /OS) 

20:45 Kuwait (KL) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:00 Sanaa frY) 

23-J0 LamacaftO") 

23 J5 ftrii DBrnascusiAF) 

M:00 Amsterdam ?KL) 

04 JK) Rome lAZ) 

04 JO 1 Amalia (TK) 

06:40 JLcmdqn (KTj ' 

07:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RWfFlights 


20:30 ;... 1M Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dtp. Amman 8:00 sum. every 
Monday. 

Ait. Damascus^ :00 pan. every 
Monday 
Dep. Damscus 7:30 ium. every 
Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Shnday 

MARKET PRICES * 

Ifyper/lcv. trr price in fils per kg. 


Apricot 

850/500 

.7OOS0O 

Banana.'.— • _ 

... _ 6OO/600 

Banana (muk'hammar) 520/520 

Banana (imparted)— 800/600 ' 

Cabbaee 700/1 SO 

Carrol 

' -13(V80 : 


_J13(W4tt - 

Cucumber (largo) .. 

• 130/80 

Cucumber (small l . 
Eggplajir 

......220/130; : 


650/400 

Lemon 

630/400 ?' 

Marrow (large) 
Marrow (small) . 

— 250050 ^ 

.„...440/250 ^ 

Mulukhiah 

Onion idry) .... 

.....120/80 ' 
130/80- ?" 

Okra 

700/500 . 

Orange 

Plumb ' 

....400/300 

350/250 

Pea...._ ; 

,.„^500/300i : 

Peach 

.....’.670/400. i. 

Pepper(hot) *■ 

Pepper/ sweet) 

Potato . ■ ' ■ 

—.300/200 : 

300/20® : 

J5Q/220 t 

String Bean 

Sweet melon, 

Tomato 

200/120- 

12070 : 


Water melon lOOTtW: 


tm 


\ ' 
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Tabloid editor released on bail 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


V* 



AMMAN — Tawfiq 
Kiwan, editor of the week- 
ly tabloid Aldibar A1 
Asboua was released 
Thursday on JD 1,000 bail 
after he was detained 
Wednesday on charges of 
inaccuracy in reporting 
news and under minin g 
national unity. 

Ziad Khasawneh, Mr. 
Kiwan's defence attorney, 
told the Jordan Times that 
President of the Jordan 

f Press Association (JPA) 
Seif Sharif intervened on 
behalf of his client 
“The judge informed us 
dial the JPA president con- 
tacted him in a plea to free 
Mr. Kiwan,” Mr. Kha- 


sawneh said. 

Mn Sharif said he had a 
pledge from both the min- 
isters of justice and infor- 
mation not to detain jour- 
nalists pending trial. 

The formal charges 
pressed against Mr. Kiwan 
include overlooking objec- 
tivity and honesty in 
reporting on news, publish- 
ing inaccurate news, and 
threatening the country’s 
security. 

His 24 hours apprehen- 
sion came following a 
complaint marfe by direc- 
tor of the Press and Publi- 
cations Department con- 
cerning three news items 
that were published in a 
Nov. 30, 1995 issue. 

Mr. Kiwao, 62, became 
the fourth editor, either to 


be detained or to be asked 
to appear in court by the 
prosecutor general in the 
past few weeks. 

According to Mr. Kha- 
sawneh, the court is 
expected to set a date to 
start hearing Mr. Kiwan's 
case in the coming few 
weeks. 

Government sources said 

recently that the recent 
arrests were part of a gov- 
ernment campaign against 
violators of the Press and 
Publications Law. 

The move was prompted 
by a Parliament call last 
week demanding that the 
authorities and the media 
take measures to put an 
end to writings that under- 
mine national unity and 
Arab values. 


Court sentences Salt man to death 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — The Amman Criminal Court 
Thursday sentenced a 29-year-old man to 
death for robbing, killing, and mutil atin g a 
man in Salt last August. 

The court tribunal, comprised of Judges 
Ismael Hmouz, Mifleh Mobeidin, and 
Marwan Dabbas, found Kayed Ahmad 
guilty of the Aug. 14 of 1995 premeditated 
murder of Mahmoud Ensour, 32. 

The defendant remained calm while the 
verdict was read out and as he was escort- 
j ed by security forces out of the courtroom. 

In his confession after his arrest on Aug. 
20, according to court documents, the 
defendant said he was helping the victim 
purchase a taxi licence. He told police that 
he had defrauded Mr. Ensour of JD 700 
and “wanted to get rid of him because he 
(Ml Ensour) kept asking for his money.” 

The defendant claimed in court four 
months ago that he did not intend to kill 
Mr. Ensour, but only strangled him to stop 
a brawl that erupted between them, adding 
that he “wrapped a rope around Mah- 
moud's (the victim) neck to restrain him. 


and suddenly he fell.” 

‘7 tried to wake him up using cologne 
and onions, but he did not wake up, and I 
was frightened since he died in my house, 
so the only solution was to cut him into 
pieces” the defendant told the court in 
March. 

Mr. Ahmad’s defence attorney attempted 
to prove that his client, who pleaded inno- 
cent, killed Mr. Ensour to stop a quarrel. 

The nine-month trial was conducted 
under strict security because authorities 
received several threats from unidentified 
individuals saying they would take 
revenge and kill the defendant 

The family of rhe victim refused to drop 
charges against Ml Ahmad, the court said. 

The verdict will be examined by the 
Court of Cassation within 30 days. 

Thursday’s sentencing brings to 14 the 
number of death sentences handed down 
so far this year. 

Seven people have already been execut- 
ed since the beginning of the yean In 1995, 
a total of eight people were executed for 
various crimes in the Kingdom. 


Jordan, 
Algeria to 
open 

trade talks 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — Jordan- 
ian and Algerian officials 
today open talks aimed at 
bolstering economic and 
trade links between the two 
countries in preparation for a 
ministerial meeting due to 
stair in Amman Monday. 

An announcement by the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Friday said that Minis- 
ter Ali A bul Ragbeb and his 
Algerian counterpart Abdul 
Karim Harshawi are to co- 
chair the Monday meeting. 

. The meeting concerns 
agreements on three issues 
— the exchange of goods 
between Algeria and Jordan, 
the encouragement of Alger- 
ian and Jordanian investment 1 
by businesspeople of the two 
countries, and tbe prevention 
of dual taxation and 
enhancement of bilateral 
cooperation in maritime and 
land transport and health 
affairs. 

The statement said the 
Algerian delegation of 2] 
officials and business people 
will arrive in Amman today 
to attend the preparatory 
meeting hosted by Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Secre- 
tary General Mohammad 
Sbeihi. 

The Algerian mini ster is 
due here Sunday. 

During his visit to Algeria 
last May, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kahariti held 
talks with Algerian officials 
and agreed to establish a 
joint committee to enhance 
relations through the 
exchange of official visits 
and delegations representing 
health, higher education and 
commerce sectors. 


Peace groups sprouting in Jordan 


By Francesca CMad^ 

Special to die Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — Different 
peace societies have been 
founded in Jordan over tbe 
last two years and, away 
from tbe spotlights but 
■ untiringly, are working in 
™ coordination with simil ar 
Palestinian, Israeli and 
Lebanese groups and move- 
ments to enhance the peace 
process especially at the 
grass-roots level. 

“Our society, founded this 
year, has already 50 mem- 
bers, but our branch in 
Palestine enjoys hundreds 
of affiliates, from Qalqilyia 
to Hebron,” president of tbe 
Jordanian branch of tbe 
Mid-East Peace Society 
(MPS) Taleb Harithi told 
the Jordan limes. 

According to Dr. Harithi, 
the MPS held four meetings 
and joint seminars with del- 
egates from its Israeli coun- 
terpart “Peace Now” here in 
Amman over the last six 
months, but “the atmos- 
phere in Jordan was not 


suitable for media coverage 
of these events,” he said. 

“The main discovery we 
made following our con- 
tacts with onr Israeli coun- 
terparts is that we speak tbe 
same language,” Dr. Harithi 
commented. 

Like other Jordanian 
peace societies recently 
created, such as the Jordan- 
ian National Society for 
Peace and Culture, which, a 
few months ago, hosted the 
first painting exhibition by 
an Israeli artist to be held in 
Jordan, the MPS is regis- 
tered as a cultural associa- 
tion at the Jordanian Min- 
istry of Culture. 

"We are not and do not 
want to be a political party,” 
Dr. Harithi declared. “Our 
members are mainly acade- 
mics and professionals, 
such as engineers and doc- 
tors, in ODe word, the intel- 
ligent! a.” 

According to Dl Harithi, 
members of the Jordanian 
MPS meet regularly with 
their colleagues from the 
Palestinian branch, headed 


by researcher Yousef 
Tomeza, and just less than 
two weeks ago the Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian MPS 
branches concluded a joint 
seminar in Bethlehem. 

The final recommenda- 
tions of the seminar called 
for the halt of Israeli settle- 
ments, the establishment of 
a Palestinian state and tbe 
immediate release of Pales- 
tinian detainees. 

. Referring to tbe MPS’s 
contacts with the Israeli 
peace movemeot Peace 
Now, which has been very 
active in calling for tbe 
enhancement of the peace 
process and the redeploy- 
ment of Israeli forces from 
the cities of tbe West Bank 
through rallies and youth 
conferences, Dl Harithi 
said that “during meetings 
in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
held after last May’s Israeli 
elections, (members of 
.Peace Now) expressed their 
concern over the new gov- 
ernment and were anxious 
that their activities could be 
restricted.” 



hi,-- .it 

to Dr. Hkritin, 


leant peace move- 
ments also exist in 
Lebanon, and they should 
not be overlooked. 

He recalled a conference 
held in Brussels in 1995 
with representatives from 
Egypt, mainly from the 
Egyptian ruling Democratic 
Party, as well as Palestine, 
Jordan and Lebanon, repre- 
sented by members of tbe 
“Rend Muawwad Society.” 
The society is named after 
tbe late Lebanese prime 
minister who was assassi- 
nated in 1 988. 

“We seek further integra- 
tion with other peace move- 
ments in Israel and other 
countries in tbe region, to 
exchange views, discuss 
issues of common interest 
and take coordinated 
actions,” Dr. Harithi said. 

“Peace is inevitable, and a 
real peace could only be a 
comprehensive one,” he 
concluded. 


Bonn approves JD 22 million 


soft loan to the Kingdom 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe 
German government has 
approved tbe provision of 
DM45 million (neatly JD 
22 minion) in soft loans to 
Jordan this year, according 
to an announcement Thurs- 
day upon the conclusion of 
talks between Jordanian 
and German officials in 
Bonn. 

Two-thirds of tbe : loans 
are intended for the provi- 
sion of water and construc- 
tion of sewage systems, and 
the remainder will be used 
towards the financing of the 
Adasieh Deir Allah water 
pipeline project in the Jor- 
dan Valley, according to the 
announcement 

Ministry of Planning Sec- 


retary General Nabil 
Amman said Germany has 
agreed to allocate an addi- 
tional DM12 million (JD 
5.72 million) in technical 
aid to Jordan to support 
several projects, in particu- 
lar the development of the 
eastern coast of the Dead 
Sea to serve as a tourist 


region. 

Tbe announcement said 


the German government 
promises to allocate further 
funds for Jordanian region- 
al projects next year, to 
offer Jordan 10 university 
scholarships in 1997, and to 
increase cooperation pro- 
grammes between German 
and Jordanian universities, 
and has preliminarily 


approved the partial financ- 
ing of Jordanian agricultur- 
al and vocational training 
programmes planned for 
next year. 

Germany has also 
promised to provide assis- 
tance to the Kingdom to 
help it carry out its eco- 
nomic reform programme 
and to continue helping Jor- 
danian development pro- 
jects which it deemed vital 
for ensuring the continua- 
tion of the peace process, 
according to the announce- 
ment 

Germany agreed to con- 
sider a request by Jordan to 
write off part of its debt 
The request was made say- 
ing that 50% of the money 


owed to Germany is used to 
endorse environmental and 
social projects in order to 
deal with the problem of 
poverty in the country, said 
the statement 

Jordanian officials also 
asked their German coun- 
terparts to consider 
Amman's demand for an 
increase in agricuir>>..J 
exports to the European 
Union, and Germany said 
that it will back Jordan in 
older for it to achieve its 
goal. 

The German embassy in 
Amman said that the Bonn 
talks which started on July 
21 are pan of the annua! 
review of Gennan-Jordan- 
ian cooperation process. 


3 people to stand trial on charges 
of illicit drug activities 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Two men and 
a woman are expected to 
stand trial at the State Secu- 
rity Court in tbe coming 
weeks on charges of smug- 
gling and dealing with nar- 
cotics, according to official 
sources. 

In one case, according to 
sources, State Prosecutor 
General Captain Mahmoud 
Hiyasac questioned two 
men from a neighbouring 
Arab country, who were 
apprehended by Ramtha 
border police on July 14, 
1996 while attempting to 
smuggle drug pills to a 
neighbouring country via 
Jordan. 

Upon searching their 
vehicle, die source said, 
pohcfe'feuieved more than 

den. inside' the 'Vemcle’s 
doors, bumpers and' dish- 


board. 

The two men, identified 
by security sources only as 
M.D.D, 36 and J. DJD., 30, 
tried to flee the scene, but 
they were apprehended by 
security officers. 

In the second case, a 
Mafraq woman, who was 
apprehended last week by 
police, is also expected to 
appear at the same court on 
charges of allegedly dealing 
with hashish, security 
sources said. 

Tbe source said the Anti 
Narcotics Department 
(AND) received a tip that a 
Mafraq woman was dealing 
with drugs. The authorities 
put ber under surveillance. 

An undercover agent tried 
to purchase hashish from 
the woman, who was not 
identified.- 

;,Thfe ; y^afr t was ‘dfteke 
117 gramme^ of hashish to 


the undercover officer. 

According to the source, 
the woman confessed and is 
being held pending further 
investigation. 

The Public Security 
Department (PSD) recently 
issued a statement warning 
that the number of cases 
and people involved in drug 
trafficking operations was 
on the rise. 

The PSD said that last 
year, AND agents seized a 
record amount of Illicit 
drugs — more than three 
tonnes of smuggled nar- 
cotics. 

The statement attributed 
tbe increase to tbe geo- 
graphical location of the 
Kingdom which authorities 
believe is used as a transit 
point for narcotics smog- 




In a related development. 
Customs Department 


Director Gemeral Nazmi 
Abdullah Thursday 

announced tbe seizure of 8 
million smuggled ciga- 

rettes worth JD 250,000. 

Ml Abdullah said: “Some 
reliable sources have 

informed us that there were 
smuggled cartons of ciga- 
rettes in one of tbe contain- 
ers departing from eastern 
Europe transiting through 
Cyprus and heading to Jor- 
dan.” 

He added that after a rou- 
tine check on the container, 
tbe cargo was released but 
remained under surveil- 
lance till it reached Amman 
Customs for clearing. 

“We discovered 78 car- 
tons full of used shoes to be 
sold in bale in Amman and 
another 800 cartons of 
smuggled 1 ' ’dgitVtes-, e&h 
containing 


1 10 -; boxes — 


of 8 tnilr 


Ministry to honour 
Zakat Fund benefactors 


AMMAN (Petra) — During 
a religious celebration at 
the King Abdullah Mosque 
in Amman to mark die 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Mohammad’s birth, several 
benefactors who contributed 
to the construction of 
mosques and donated a total 
of JD 100,000, and those 
who made major donations 
to -the Zakat Fund will be 
honoured by the Ministry erf 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
a ministry statement said. 

The statement said that 
the ministry has arranged 
for other religious cere- 
monies to be held, and for 
processions involving 
scouts and army bands in 
Amman and other towns, as 
well as ceremonies fra- the 
laying of foundation stones 


for several mosques and 
charity projects. 

To mark the celebration, 
the ministry has also 
arranged for religious lead- 
ers erf the community to 
visit orphanages, ref ran 
schools and hospitals to 
distribute gifts, the state- 
ment said. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi issued a statement 
Friday saying that on this 
anniversary the ministry 
will open a permanent char- 
ity souq, an Islamic muse- 
um at the King Abdallah 
Mosque complex, and will 
announce the commence- 
ment of construction of an 
industrial and training cen- 
tre for orphans. 


Road accidents claim 
400 lives a year 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Road accidents in Jordan 
claim the lives of more 
than 400 people a year 
and leave 12,000 others 
injured, according to CoL 
Fakhri Iskander, director 
of the Traffic Department 

Addressing the opening 
session of a one-day sym- 
posium on road accidents 
Thursday, CoL Iskander 
said car accidents cost the 
country more than JD 100 
million a year. 

He added that 47 per 
cent of the deaths and 42 
per cent of the injuries are 
caused by road accidents, 
although this only consti- 
tutes 20 per cent of the 


total accidents. . 

He stressed that 60 per 
cent of road accidents 
victims are children and 
young people. 

Participants in the 
assembly, organised by 
the Traffic Department in 
cooperation with the Jor- 
danian Society for tbe 
Prevention of Road Acci- 
dents, discussed three 
working papers on the 
role of drivers, particular- 
ly -young drivers, and the 
Car Owners Association 
in preventing road acci- 
dents. 


U.S. envoy 

(Continued from page 1) 


it said. 

The statement said Ml 
I tt Netanyahu in turn expressed 
his government’s desire to fur- 
flier talk s and quoted him say- 
ing “we are considering differ- 
ent ways lo continue the 
process.” 

“Among foe ways to further 
thesp. talks the issue of Leb- 
anon was also raised among 
otter issues and it was agreed 
that the continuation of foe 
jrocess would be done in a 
considered way after deep con- 
sultations,” it said. 

Israeli newspapers have said 
— aivt the prime minister's 
office has denied — that Ml 
N etanyahu wants to explore 
with US. peace brokets the 
prospects of a deal with Syria 
to withchaw Israeli forces from 
Lebanon. 

$nch a deal, involving Syria 

as the mam power broker in 
Lebanon, would impose secu- 
rity arrangements that would 
enable Israel to withdraw from 
a lS-kflometre-wide strip of 

Lebanese land a ttebodeL 

But Ml Ross said Friday foal 

there was still along way to go 
before Israel and Syria break 


the ice and resume their peace 
talks. 

“It will be a long process. We 
shouldn’t have any illusions, 
tyfe aren’t around foe comer of 
the achievement of peace,” he 
told reporters after meeting 
with Ml Levy and Defence 

Mrnisua: Yitzhak MoidechaL 

But he said he was not 
despondent adding that in his 
swing of the region everyone 
had expressed their desire to 
mate peace- “The recognition 
of tbe absence of any alterna- 
tive together with the ootntmt- 
nwat to go ahe ad gives me a 
basis for hope.” 

According to the Israeli daily 
Haaretz, Ml Ross believes a 
wflfingness in principle i to 
resume foe talks, winch have 
so for beat caried ran using 
Washingto n as a eo between, is 


KXCUUUgU. , 

*Thae is no sense m foe two 
parties meeeung to rediscuss 
the interpretation of UK Res- 
olution 342,” foe paper said 
Meanwhile, Me Neranghu 
said fa an interview pubfisbed 
on Friday that be was craunnt- 
ted to foe Middle East peace 

process but saw only h^tihry 

and lack of trust in Isiaeh-Syr- 
jan relations. . 

^Between us and foe Syrians 
there iff no trust only hostility 
prevails” Ml Netanyahu rdd 


the Coariere Della Sera news- 
paper in an interview from 
Jerusalem. 

“(President Assad) continnes 
to support terrorists, he uses 
Hizbollah as a force of pres- 
sure. It’s a serious situation 
which rides degenerating at 

any moment,” be said. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
of God) said CM Thurs- 
day rt carried out a bonibaitadc 
in Israel's occupation zone in 
southern Lebanon. One man 
was badly hurt 

Hizbollah is fighting 1,000 
Israeli soldiers and foe 3,000- 
strong South Lebanon Army to 
oust them from the zone. 

*Tt is perfectly possible to 
Agree with Bemn and Damas- 
cus to gua rantee foe withdraw- 
al of our soldiers from southern 
Lebanon, provided that we 
qvrppri jo guaranteeing tbe 
dismantiiDg of Hizbollah and 
the security of our border to foe 
south,” Ml Netanyahu said, 
when asked whether he was 
seeking a gradual peace with 
Syria, beginning with 
Lebanon. 

Mt Levy said on Wednesday 
be was ready to meet Syrian 
counterpart Earouk Al Sharaa 
“in any place and at any time” 
ro discuss peace talks that are 
stuck over the fete of the Golan 
Heights. 


TRC to issue 12 licences to 
telecommunications firms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Direc- 
tor General of the 
Telecommunications Reg- 
ulatory Commission 
(TRC) Yousef Abu Jamous 
said the department will 

issue licences before foe 
end of foe year to 12 private 
sector companies to pro- 
vide telecommunications 
services in such fields as 
darn communication, pub- 
lic pay telephones and 
mobile radios, according to 
a report in the Arabic daily 
AlRai. 

During a lecture at the 
Rotary Club of Amman, 
Mr. Abu Jamous said the 
department will tender for 
a new paging service, 
•which is expected to pro- 
vide competitive services. 

He added that the com- 
mission will issue tenders 
to provide and operate 
public telephone services 
throughout foe Kingdom. 

Moreover, the commis- 
sion will license three 
other companies to provide 


mobile telephone services 
fen: vehicles. 

The commission will 
also revise and amend foe 
data communications 

agreement to enable foe 
current operating compa- 
nies, such as Sprint, Glob- 
al System for Mobile 
Communications and the 
First Communication 

Group to obtain permanent 
licences instead of tempo- 
rary permits by the end of 
the yean 

On cellular phonesrMr. 
Abu Jamous said foe com- 
mission will issue licences 
to new companies to pro- 
vide cellular phone ser- 
vices. 

Hie said the commission's 
decision to issue new 
licences aims to improve 
delivery of telecommuni- 
cations services at compet- 
itive prices, and to cope 
with the global develop- ■ 
merits in the communica- 
tions field. 
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Sri Lankan army starts 
offensive against rebels 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan troops, backed by 
armour, artillery and air 
cover, launched a major 
offensive Friday against the 
northern bases of the rebel 
Liberation Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), the army 
said. 

“A major operation code- 
named ‘HELA BALA' was 
launched during the early 
hours of July 26 with the 
aim of destroying the LTTE 
terrorists and their strong- 
holds in the mainland of the 
northern province,” the ar- 
my said in a communique. 

The Hela Bela, or Major 
Force, operation began a 
week after the LTTE 
launched an attack on a nor- 
theastern army base at Mul- 
laitivu in which both sides 
say hundreds of fighters 
were killed. 

'‘Troops, having broken 
out from the defences of 
Elephant Pass, are advanc- 
ing in a southerly direc- 
tion," an army statement 


said. 

It said the army had 
declared an indefinite cur- 
few in rebel-held Kilinoch- 
chi, south of the Elephant 
Pass base ac the neck of the 
predominantly Tamil Jaffna 
peninsula, and told civilians 
to seek shelter in religious 
places and schools. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the army had 
transmitted its message or 
what effect it would have. 

The LTTE said Friday 
army shells had hit civilians 
in Ktlinochchi, effectively a 
Tamil refugee town housing 
the region's main medical 
facilities, which are operat- 
ed by international relief 
agencies. 

A Tamil Tiger statement 
issued from London also 
said warplanes were bomb- 
ing rebel positions at Mul- 
laitivu. 

After a week of some of 
the bloodiest fighting in Sri 
Lanka's ethnic war, now in 
its J4th year, both sides 


claimed control of the Mul- 
laitivu base, which is near 
Kilinoehchi and 280 kilo- 
metres from Colom-bo. 

The army said its troops 
were moving carefully into 
the camp under rebel mortar 
fire, wary of booby-traps 
the Tamil Tigers might have 
left behind. 

The LTTE said its fighters 
still occupied the base and 
that government claims of 
control were a disinforma- 
tion campaign designed at 
covering up a military deba- 
cle. 

The guerrillas said earlier 
they expected a government 
offensive against their posi- 
tions at Mullaitivu, where 
the military pushed in fresh 
troops by sea and air. 

The new army campaign 
was launched two days after 
two bombs exploded on a 
commuter train leaving a 
Colombo suburb, killing at 
least 78 peo ple. T he govern- 
ment says '‘LTTE elements’* 
were responsible. 


The Tamil Tigers, fighting 
for a homeland in the north 
and east in a war the gov- 
ernment says has cost more 
than 50,000 lives, says the 
bombs were planted by 
hardliners in the Sinhalese 
majority seeking harsher 
military action against the 
LTTE. 

Police say 27 people have 
been detained in Colombo 
as they seek the culprits and 
on Friday, they said some 

2.000 Tamils were being 
held in the northern town of 
Vavuniya to see if those 
responsible were trying to 
flee to rebel areas from the 
south. 

Despite the war, many 
Tamils move between their 
northern homes and the 
south to buy food and other 
items still scarce in areas 
recaptured by the military in 
campaigns earlier this year. 


Typhoon approaches China 
after pounding Philippines 


BEUING (R) — China and 
Taiwan were battening 
down the hatches Friday for 
the onslaught of typhoon 
Gloria, after it had left a 
trail of destruction and 
killed at least 20 people in 
the northern Philippines. 

Chinese authorities evac- 
uated residents in some 
south east coastal districts, 
while Taiwan closed most 
domestic airports and called 
fishing boats back to har- 
bour. 

Gloria was bearing toward 
Taiwan at a speed of 15 
kilometres per hour from 
the sea south., of Taiwan 
' with maximum sustained 
winds of 126 kilometres per 
hour (80 mph) and gusts of 
up to 162 kilometres per 
hour (100 mph). 

Meanwhile, officials of 
the Flood Control and Anti- 
Drought Headquarters in 
Beijing said they expected 
Gloria to hit the coast of 
Fujian late Friday or early 
Saturday. 

Hong Kong's Royal Ob- 
servatory said it has hoisted 
the standby typhoon signal 
one, with Gloria seen cen- 
tred about 720 kilometres 
east-southeast of the British 
colony at 11 a.m. (0300 
GMT). 

A signal one warns that a 
tropical cyclone is in the 
vicinity. 

Nervous Taiwanese 
stocked vegetables and 
fruits as the island held its 
collective breath for the 
arrival Gloria. 

Vegetable wholesale pri- 
ces in capital Taipei jumped 
30 per cent to an average 
19.5 Taiwan dollars per ki- 
lo gram me Friday from 15 
Taiwan dollars in the last 
trading day Wednesday. 

Turnover on the Taipei 
Stock Exchange was dep- 
ressed as over 100 securities 
brokerages were closed due 
to the typhoon, while many 
school children were enjoy- 
ing a day off and govern- 
ment offices closed in the 
south and east of the island. 

Local soybean and com 
buyers in Taiwan claimed, 
however, their storage hous- 
es were capable of handling 
the typhoon and no losses 
were expected. 



Philippine marines evacuate villagers living near the 
slopes of Mount Pinatubo volcano in northern 
Philippines Friday after officials warned against the 
danger of mudflows from the volcano as the tail-end of 
typhoon Gloria lashed the northern Philippines. At 
least 20 people have died in landslides and floods 
caused by the typhoon (Reuter photo) 


Chinese authorities said 
they had moved occupants 
of bouses in southeastern 
Fujian province deemed too 
weak to resist the force of 
the typhoon to sturdier 
buildings. 

The tail-end of the storm 
continued to batter the 
northern Philipinnes Friday, 
raising the death toll to at 
least 20 with six reported 
missing, disaster officials 
said. 

Worst-hit was the moun- 
tain resort of Baguio, where 
several people died in land- 
slides arid major roads were 
blocked. 

“In Metro Manila we have 
received reports of waist- 
deep flood waters in low- 
lying areas." said Philippine 
National Red Cross spokes- 
person Tessie Usapin. 

Classes were suspended in 
most schools in the city as 
the typhoon gained strength 


with winds of up to 140 kph 
(87.5 miles per hour). 

Officials said they were 
closely monitoring the area 
around Mount Pinatubo 
north of Manila because of 
the threat of mudflows. 

The mudflows consist of 
tonnes of ash and rocks 
deposited on the volcano's 
slopes when it erupted in 
1991 in one of the biggest 
volcanic eruptions this cen- 
tury. 

Meteorologists said Glo- 
ria was now over the South 
China Sea and posed a 
severe threat to shipping in 
the area. 

Most Taiwanese fishing 
boats had returned to their 
ports, including nine “boat 
hotels" used to accommo- 
date Chinese fishermen 
hired by Taiwanese boats 
off southern Pintung and 
northern lian, disaster offi- 
cials said. 


Ugandan army kills 20 rebels 


KAMPALA (R) — The 
Ugandan army killed 20 
rebels of the Christian 
Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA) in a pitched fight at a 
key northern base, the army 
said Friday. 

A spokesman for the state 
Uganda People’s Defence 
Forces (UPDF) told Reuters 
the rebels were killed after a 
group of them attacked an 
army position at a forest 
outside the northern town of 
Guilt Wednesday. 

“The rebels tried to sur- 
prise us at one of our camps 
in a forest called Lwal. 
They numbered about 500 
but we were more like on 
home ground and we quick- 
ly repulsed them.” be said 


in Kampala. 

“They tried to fight back 
but we overwhelmed them 
with heavy fire and they 
fled, about 50 of them with 
injuries," the spokesman 
added. 

The army captured arms 
from the rebels, including 
20 boxes of ammunition, 
five light machineguns and 
several grenades, he said. 
Ten government soldiers 
were wounded in the attack. 

The rebels were apparent- 
ly trying to recapture Kilak 
Hills, from which they were 
ejected by the UPDF last 
month without a fight 

He said the rebels, who 
say they want to rule 
Uganda along the lines of 


the Bible's 10 command- 
ments, were now moving in 
small groups, looting food 
and livestock from villagers 
before moving on to avoid 
detection by the army. 

More than 400 people 
have been killed since 
February in LRA attacks on 
civilian and military targets. 

The Ugandan army has 
deployed about 12.000 
troops in the north to try and 
bring the rebels out of their 
hiding places in tropical 
bushland. 

President Yoweri Museve- 
ni said last week he had the 
upper hand in the war that 
has disrupted life in a region 
inhabited by five million 
people. 


West Africa 
talks of 
polls , 
sanctions 
for Liberia 

ABUJA (R) — West 
African heads of state are 
meeting Friday to approve 
proposals for swift elec- 
tions and new sanctions for 
Liberia's warlords. 

“With substantial disar- 
mament, elections could 
take place within six to 
nine months," Victor Gbe- 
ho. Economic Community 
of West African States 
(ECOWAS) special repre- 
sentative to Liberia told 
Reuters. • •’ ; * 

“We feel the warlords are 
in panic, this time there are 
more sticks than carrots on 
offer.’’ 

Strife-tom Liberia is the 
top item at the annual sum- 
mit of heads of state of the 
West African countries 
opening in the Nigerian 
capital Abuja. 

ECOWAS has brokered 
more than a dozen agree- 
ments in the past which 
have collapsed in squab- 
bling between Liberia's 
rival warlords and their 
ethnically-based factions. 

Elections were to have 
been organised by this 
month under the last Abuja 
accord, but as some of the 
bloodiest fighting of the 
six-year war erupted in 
April all thought of elec- 
tions was put on hold. 

“Elections could take 
place .with a substantial 
level of disarmament and if 
Liberian refugees in neigh- 
bouring countries feel free 
to return,” said Mr. Gbeho. 

The main block is how to 
disarm the estimated 

60.000 combatants, a 
process left so far largely to 
the goodwill of the frac- 
tious warlords themselves. 

“This time the agreement 
has to provide proper teeth. 
We are proposing that 
ECOMOG should be inc- 
reased in terms of numbers 
and military capability, as 
well as that we are propos- 
ing sanctions," said Mr. 
Gbeho. 

Proposals are include the 
seizure of assets, and ex- 
pulsion of warlords and 
their families from ECO- 
WAS countries, as well as a 
war crimes tribunal. 

'‘I am pretty sure there 
will be a recommendation 
of a war crimes tribunal," 
said Mr. Gbeho. 

“All details of what the 
heads of state agree to 
would be worked out at a 
meeting of the group of 
nine on Liberia before the 
expiry of the last Abuja 
accord on August 19.” 

Set up in 1975 to promote 
regional integration, 
ECOWAS has been preoc- 
cupied with Liberia’s civil 
war and its refugees. 

Ghanaian Foreign Minis- 
ter Obed Asamoah told a 
meeting of the ECOWAS 
committee on Liberia that 
elections could be targetted 
to take place there around 
the end of the year. 


Boat and push carts drive side by side through a flooded street in the Bangladesh cap- 
ital Dhaka Friday. The floods which killed over 60 people in the country’s north have 
started receding in the north but spreading around Dhaka (Reuter photo) 

Bangladesh floods force 
tired farmers off the land 


SRINAGAR. Bangladesh 
(AFP) — Farmers in this 
rural area of central Bang- 
ladesh have virtually sur- 
rendered in their battle 
against the floods that each 
year wash away their crops 
and theu cover the precious 
land. 

Many of these brown, 
wiry men, exhausted from 
the fight, are now hunting 
for alternative sources of 
income to supplement their 
famili es' meagre budget 

“We cannot grow more 
than one crop a year here. 
The floods keep most parts 
of the area under water for 
about four months,” Chan 
Mia, 35, complained 

With floods gripping Sri- 
nagar for the past three 
weeks, the farmer is ferry- 
ing villagers on his boat to 
inaccessible areas in order 
to earn a living. 

Rowing from dawn until 
dusk, with a break at noon, 
he averages 70 taka ($1.66) 
a day. 

Srinagar, a complex of 
villages in Munshiganj dis- 
trict' with 3CK),000 inhabi- 
tants, was flooded’ id early 
July after the Padma and 
Dhaleshwari rivers.. burst 
their banks, swollen by 
monsoon rains and run-off 
from hills in neighbouring 
India. An embankment 
along the Padma River then 


cracked, inundating the 
area. 

On Thursday, the entire 
area looked like a brown 
sea. Rice and jute fields lay 
under water, its surface rip- 
pled by the wind Vegeta- 
tion was destroyed. 

Houses, mostly made of 
wood with roofs of corru- 
gated iron sheet, were under 
a metre of water. Mournful 
inhabitants perched on 
makeshift platforms raised 
inside their homes. Similar 
havens had been built for 
livestock. 

Ali Hossain. a farmer 
aged 42, said that last year 
he lost die crop on his 2.8- 
acre (1. 12-hectare) patch 
for the third time running, 
and it was senseless to plant 
this season. 

“I am looking for an alter- 
native way to earn during 
monsoon as I cannot afford 
to meet the cost of a five- 
member family on a single 
crop," he said 

The mathematics that rule 
Mr. Hossain's life are bru- 
tally simple: one acre (0.4 
tiec-iareY oF land yields 
2,857 kilo of rice paddy, 
worth - 15.000 taka . X$3$7 ). 
The loss of that crop is 
worth $1,000. 

Local leader Mir Hossain 
Dewan. 30, said crops in 
more than 300 acres (120 
hectares) of land in Srinagar 


had been damaged in the 
latest flooding. 

Only a few years ago, the 
farmers had been able to 
grow several crops a year, 
be said. 

“But those days are over, 
and the floods are becoming 
worse every year." he ad- 
ded. 

Now farmers are looking 
at alternatives such as live- 
stock and fishing. 

Landowners may be down 
at heart but for labourers 
such as Omar Ali, the floods 
are nothing less than a dis- 
aster. 

Mr. Ali, 50, head of a 
household of four people, 
works for farmers on a daily 
basis and has no job securi- 
ty. He is desperate. 

* VVe are having a hard 
time now. It has become 
difficult to afford even daily 
food for my family." 

Fifty people have been 
killed in the flash floods 
that have gripped 36 of 
Bangladesh's 64 adminis- 
trative districts since early 
June. 

Rood Ministry officials 
say die situation was slowly 
improving in northern parts 
of the country, but the cen- 
tre and south are being hit, 
as the flood waters empty 
into the Bay of Bengal. 



Chinese airport staff onload flood relief supplies from a 
U.S. military cargo plane at Shanghai Airport 
Thursday (Reuter photo) 


China flood toll hits 1,500 

WUHAN. China (R) — 

Torrential storms, pounding 
rain and flooded rivers have 
killed more than 1,500 peo- 
ple in China and officials 
said Friday summer ty- 
phoons could claim more 
victims and warned of epi- 
demics as the waters recede. 

Millions of troops and 
volunteers were lining the 
banks of the rain-swollen 
Yangtze. Asia’s longest ri- 
ver, to guard protective 
dykes that prevent it burst- 
ing its banks, an official of 
the Rood Control Head- 
quarters in Wuhan, capital 
of central Hubei province, 
said. 

“Volunteers are protecting 
the embankments with their 
lives,” he said. “They are 
ready to die if the dykes col- 
lapse" 

The death toll had soared 
to 1,509 following reports 
that more people drowned 
in Hubei province and in the 
storm-battered southwest- 
ern Guangxi region, the 
China Daily stud. 

The main concern of au- 
thorities now was to protect 
the industrial city of Wuhan 
from flood peaks roaring 
down the Yangtze following 
heavy rains along the upper 
reaches, officials said. 

“We may have to sacrifice 
some smaller places up- 
stream to safeguard Wu- 
han." the official said, but 
added that any decision on 
where to breach the banks 
to siphon water out of the 
river would remain a secret 
to prevent panic. 

Estimates of damage had 
also soared to 94.1 billion 
yuan ($11.3 billion) in the 
nine hardest-hit southern 
and central provinces of 
Anhui, Guizhou. Zhejiang. 

Jiangxi. Hubei, Hunan, 

Jiangsu, Guangxi and 
Sichuan. 

The deaths and damage 
could rise in the next few 
weeks if more flooding oc- 
curs and as the annual ty- 
phoon season begins, a Red 
Cross of China official said 
in Beijing. 


Typhoon Gloria was bear- 
ing down on Taiwan and 
heading toward the south- 
east coast of China Friday. 

Beijing had allocated 142 
million yuan ($17 million) 
for relief, bringing the total 
from government depart- 
ments nationwide to more 
than 900 million yuan ($10S 
million). 

China’s Red Cross Socie- 
ty had appealed for 4.4 mil- 
lion Swiss francs ($3.64 
million) in emergency aid to 
the International Federation 
of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

The IFRC had responded 
with 500,000 Swiss francs 
($409,000) of aid. while in- 
ternational donations 
neared $1.0 million after 
Britain gave $150,000 on 
top of $600,000 from other 
countries. 

The United States airlifted 
16 tonnes of relief supplies 
to Shanghai Thursday for 
flood victims in central 
Anhui. 

In northwestern Xinjiang, 
officials air-dropped food 
Thursday to residents 
trapped by some of the 
worst floods in the desert 
region for 300 years. 


Authorities in southwest- 
ern Guangxi warned of epi- 
demics of cholera and dy- 
sentery and sent trucks to 
spray Liuzhou city with dis- 
infectant as relief workers 
dug the town out from un- 
der about one metre of mud 
left by the floods. 

Fears of disease also 
racked Liuzhou in Guizhou, 
inundated by its worst 
floods in a century and now 
gripped by a heat wave. 

“If we have an epidemic it 
will be even worse than the 
floods." a local official said 
Thursday, adding that 
trucks were spraying streets 
with chlorine and thousands 
of dead a nimals were being 
buried with special disin- 
fectant measures. 

In Wuhan, officials were 
rotating exhausted volun- 
teers manning the dykes and 
sending out food and water 
to relief workers toiling 
under blazing summer heat. 

Wuhan authorities or- 
dered up an additional three 
million people to reinforce 
rhree million soldiers and 
civilians guarding the river 
and plugging holes bur- 
rowed by snakes and rats 
with sacks of wheat. 


Vietnam’s military 
ordered to stay 
sober ^ 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam's 
Defence Ministry has Is- 
sued orders aimed at stam- 
ping out drunkenness 
among the country's aimed 
forces, which it said was 
damaging prestige. The of- 
ficial ~Quan Doi Nhan Dan 
(People’s Army) newspa- 
per said the decree aimed 
to stop growing alcohol 
abuse which was causing 
“bad and serious conse- 
quences and violations of 
the law." The newspaper 
did not elaborate but said 
drunkenness was “damag- 
ing the tradition of Uncle . 
Ho's soldiers” and affect- 
ing discipline. Unde Ho is 
the affectionate and official 
reference in Vietnam to the 
country’s spiritual leader, 
the late President Ho Chi 
Minh. Hanoi announced a 
ban on public drunkenness 
in June ahead of an impor- 
tant Congress of the ruling 
Communist Party, but the 
Defence Ministry decree is 
oDe of the first to specifi- 
cally target an individual 
group. The decree said 
alcohol was also being 
banned at meetings involv- 
ing military and defence- 
related cadres. A prohibi- 
tion on drunkenness will 
extend to the numerous 
hotels, restaurants and can- 
teens owned by Vietnam's 
military. Vietnam's mili- 
tary was one of the world's 
largest as recently as the 
1980s, but cuts in its size^ 
have reduced manpower 
strength to an estimated 

572.000 people. 

Taiwan seizes 
huge haul of ivory 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwa- 
nese customs officials 
seized a two-tonne haul of 
ivory, worth millions of 
dollars, that was stashed in 
two container* shipped 
from Nigeria, customs offi- 
cials said Friday. The con- 
traband — six unpolished 
elephant tusks. 455 tusk 
pieces and 430 ivory 
■stamps — was discovered 
Thursday. The cargo had 
arrived in the northern port 
of Keelung on June 20, dis- 
patched from Nigeria via 
Hong Kong and with a 
Taiwanese firm as con- 
signee. But the local com- 
pany. which had not 
claimed the goods, applied 
on July 12 to have the con- £ 
tainers shipped back to sen- 
der on the grounds that the 
cargo was “damaged in 
shipment." the officials 
said. Investigators were 
probing the case, they 
added. Ir.iernational trade 
in ivory and elephant prod- 
ucts is banned under a 1989 
agreement among signato- 
ries of the International 
Convention on Trade in 
Endangered Species 
(CITES). 

Internet surfs into 
revised Chinese 
dictionary 

BEIJING (R) — China has 
revamped its “modern 
Chinese dictionary” for the 
first time since its concep- 
tion in 1956 to introduce 
contemporary phrases arid 
excise revolutionary dog- 
ma, the chief editor said 
Wednesday. The new edi- 
tion, launched in Beijing 
Wednesday, has been ex- 
panded to include a host of 
new words unknown wheibji 
Chairman Mao Tsetong’ff 
government first commis- 
sioned the dictionary but 
commonplace after the re- 
forms of paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping. The newly 
added words range from 
“facsimile" to “credit- 
card" and “karaoke” that 
reflect changes in the lives 
of modern Chinese, as well 
as such fashionable import- 
ed phrases such as “MTV, r 
“Internet’’ and “CAD” 
(Computer-Aided Design^ 
editor Han Jingti told 
Reuters in a telephone in- 
terview. In the previous 
edition, the definition of 
religion included: “A social 
phenomenon... that disarms 
people's fighting spirit In f 
class society, the exploiters 
use it as an anaesthetic far 
ruling the masses.” The 
vised definition leaves flirt , 
the Marxist advice. Th 
new edition had addef? 

9.000 words, or about obc- 

sixth of the dictionary’s'to- 
tai word count Mr. Ban 
said. ' 
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Burundi calm as bloodless coup angers U.S., U.N. 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Burundi’s capital appeared 
calm and composed over- 
night after a bloodless coup 
put a former military ruler 
in power and triggered out- 
rage in Washington and at 
U.N. headquarters. 

Pierre Buvoya. 46. a Tutsi 
officer who was declared 
interim president by the De- 
fence Ministry, immediately 
sought to instill calm, sav- 
ing his top priority was to 
bring peace to a country ri- 
ven by ethnic bloodletting. 

”Our first objective is to 
quickly stop the massacres 
and all forms of criminality 
that prevail in Burundi,” 
Major Buyoya said on na- 
tional radio. “Our first ob- 
jective is to bring peace.” 

He promised protection 
for everyone in Burundi — 
Tutsi or Hutu — and vowed 
to defeat those whom he 
said had “embraced the ide- 
ology of genocide." 

"We urge the international 
• community to understand 
us.” he said. “Today’s . 
change .:. is a change Based 
on the greater resolve of re- 
fusing lei our country, Bu- 
rundi, go to waste while 
wise men sit back and 
watch.” 

Though the streets of Bu- 
jumbura. looked calm, the 
new regime closed all bor- 
der crossing and airports in 
this small central African 
republic of 5.5 million peo- 


ple, which has teetered on 
the brink of civil war for 
three years. 

The United States, direct- 
ly caught up in Burundi’s 
woes after the ousted Pre- 
sident Sylvestre Nribantun- 
ganya. fearing for his life, 
took refuge in its embassy 
in Bujumbura Tuesday, con- 
demned the coup. 

“They have shut down the 
political process,” U.S. 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said, 
referring to the coup lead- 
ers, adding that the United 
States still recognised Mr. 
Ntibantunganya, a Hutu, as 
head of state. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali was also en- 
raged, saying: ‘The interna- 
tional community will, on 
no account, accept a change 
of government by force or 
other illegitimate means in 
Burundi." 

U.S. envoy Howard Wol- 
pe was set to travel to East 
Africa at the weekend to 
discuss plans for an African' • 
regional force that would 
help Burundi avert the eth- 
nic nightmare that left 
500.000 dead in Rwanda in 
1994. 

An existing dusk-to-dawn 
curfew in Bujumbura was 
retained overnight Thursday 
and the National Assembly, 
political parties and politi- 
cal organisations were sus- 
pended until further notice. 



Major Pierre Buyoya 
prays in a church in Bu- 
jumbura. Burundi's Tutsi- 
dominated army an- 
nounced a military take- 
over and named former 
ruler Maj. Buyoya as the 
head of its junta (Reuter 
photo) 

the Defence Ministry said. 

The coup did not appear to 
.have sparked ‘any’’ cplebra- 
tions 'dt' ‘violence, and most 
people appeared 'willing to 
go to work as normal Thurs- 
day. 

State-run television 
broadcast a statement urg- 
ing government employees 
to report for work Friday, it 
also said schools remained 
open. 

Maj. Buyoya, a major in 
the armed forces, last grab- 


bed power in a military 
coup in 1987 and served 
until 1 993 — a year before a 
mysterious airplane crash 
that killed the then presi- 
dents of Burundi and Rwan- 
da and rekindled Hutu-Tutsi 
tensions in both countries. 

Burundi has an 85 per cent 
Hutu majority among a pop- 
ulation of 5.5 million, but 
the Tutsis control the army 
and the other key levers of 
power. Most of the residents 
of Bujumbura are Tutsis. 

U.S. military planners 
were at the United Nations 
Thursday to draw up plans 
for a U.S. airlift of “several 
thousand" African troops in 
Burundi if the situation de- 
teriorates. officials said. 

Belgium, the former de 
facto colonial power in Bu- 
rundi, and the United States 
were also cooperating on a 
plan for the possible evacu- 
ation of foreign nationals, a 
senior State Department 
officiaksakL . . . 

ifijeuoiverthrow :of Mn Nti- 
bantunganya has been bre- 
wing for days after the col- 
lapse of an accord between 
Tutsis and Hutus aimed at 
preventing a Rwan da-style 
genocide. Under a 1994 
protocol, enacted in the 
wake of the Rwanda blood- 
bath, Mr. Nitbantunganya 
took power with a Tutsi as 
prime minister. 


ETA deals new blow with killing of Basque employer 


MADRID (R) — A Basque 
businessman was shot dead 
in the early hours of Friday 
in Ordizia. northern Spain, 
in what officials called a 
tragic setback to a week of 
successes in the struggle 
against Basque separatist 
group ETA. 

Basque police said one or 
two attackers Fired five 
shots at Isidro Usabiaga, 
head of a construction firm 
in the Guipuzcoa region, as 
he arrived home from a par- 
ty at around 5.30 a.m.(0330 
GMT). 

Red Cross workers said 
Mr. Usabiaga died in the 
ambulance on his way to 
hospital. He had been shot 
in the head, the abdomen 
and the thigh. 

The businessman had be- 
come a target for ETA 
(Basque Homeland and 
Freedom) after refusing to 
pay a so-called Revolu- 


tionary Tax. local officials 
said. 

ETA, which has killed 
some 800 people since it 
began a violent drive for an 
independent Basque state in 
1 968, raises pan of its funds 
by extorting cash from local 
businesses. 

Friday's murder is the lat- 
est in a series of attacks by 
the Basque guerrillas this 
month, which have included 
a car bomb attack in San 
Sebastian in which a man 
lost his foot and an airport 
bomb in Reus which injured 
35. 

It was the fifth ETA kil- 
ling this year. The last vic- 
tim was an army sergeant 
killed by a bomb in the 
southern city of Cordoba on 
May 20. 

Enrique Villar, govern- 
ment representative in the 
Basque region, said Fri- 
day's murder was a setback 


after the successes earlier 
this week. 

But Interior. Minister 
Jaime Mayor Oreja praised 
Usabiaga's sense of civic 
duty in refusing to cave in 
to ETA’s blackmail. 

“Without a doubt he had a 
very significant role and a 
great sense of civic duty at 
the hour of standing up to 
the Revolutionary Tax,” 
Mayor Oreja told radio sta- 
tion SER. 

Spain's paramilitary Civil 
Guard Thursday discovered 
a substantia] arsenal in an 
ETA safe flat in the northern 
city of La Coruna, indicat- 
ing that three presumed 
members of the rebel group 
arrested Wednesday were 
planning a major attack. 

The stockpile included 
250 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives, the largest quantity 
seized in a single operation 
in the last three years, ac- 


cording to police. The cache 
also comprised grenades, 
machine-guns, timers and 
forged license plates. 

Alter FresDedo, Carlos 
Emilio Cristobal and Maria 
Aranzazu Garb alio were de- 
tained earlier this week. 

Documents found in (be 
flat indicated they planned 
to assassinate Manuel Fra- 
ga, a former minister under 
dictator Francisco Franco 
and now the regional presi- 
dent of Galicia, officials 
said. 

Police also found infor- 
mation about other politi- 
cians including Public Ad- 
ministration Minister Ma- 
riano Rajoy. 

Spanish and French police 
claimed a significant victo- 
ry Tuesday when they ar- 
rested Julian Achurra Egu- 
rola, an arms and logistics 
expert considered number 
three in ETA's hierarchy. 


jury deliberations begin in trial of Clinton allies 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
lR) — Jury' deliberations 
have began in the White- 
water trial of two bankers 
accused of fraud and violat- 
ing banking laws to help 
Bill Clinton’s 1990 cam- 
paign for reelection as Ar- 
kansas governor. 

U.S, District Judge Susan 
Wright gave the politically 
charged case to the jury 
eight men and four women 
after final arguments from 
both sides, and the jurors 
deliberated for about 90 
minutes before going home 
for the night. 

Thev were told to report 
back * and continue their 
work Friday morning. 

The courtroom , in down- 
town Little Rock was 
packed throughout Thurs- 
day with more than 100 
people, many of them sup- 
porters of defendants Herby 
Branscum and Robert Hill. 


coming to see the final sta- 
ges of i a trial that began on 
June 17. 

Prosecutors alleged in 
closing arguments that Mr. 
Branscum and Mr. Hill stole 
from their own bank to help 
finance the 1990 gubernato- 
rial campaign of Mr. Clin- 
ton, who two years later 
was elected president 

Defence lawyers in turn 
accused Whitewater investi- 
gators of bullying the star 
prosecution witness into in- 
venting evidence in order to 
win convictions and hurt 
Mr. Clinton's reputation. 

Lead prosecutor Hickman 
Ewing said Mr. Branscum 
and Mr. Hill made up nu- 
merous bogus expense re- 
ports to reimburse them- 
selves for campaign contri- 
butions to Mr. Clinton and 
other Democrats. 

He said the paper trail laid 
out over the last five weeks 


showed they also concealed 
from federal regulators two 
cash withdrawals totalling 
$52,500 made by Mr. Clin- 
ton's 1990 campaign from 
their Perry County Bank in 
Penyville, Arkansas. 

“Even though you own a 
bank that doesn't mean you 
can do what you want with 
it or its funds,” Mr. Ewing 
told the jury. 

Prosecutors allege that 
Bruce Lindsey, the 1990 
campaign treasurer and now 
a senior aide to President 
Clinton, conspired with the 
defendants to hide those 
cash transactions from the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

No charges were present- 
ed against Mr. Lindsey or 
Mr. Clinton but Mr. Lindsey 
was n.inw) an unindicted 
co-conspirator at the trial 
and both men were called to 
testify. 

Mr. Ewing said the defen- 


dants' motive in breaking 
the law was to curry favour 
with Mr. Clinton, and that 
they were rewarded when 
he appointed them to influ- 
ential state commissions. 

Central to the prosecution 
case is a December 1990 
meeting in which Mr. Hill 
handed Mr. Clinton more 
than $15,000 to help pay 
debts from bis successful 
campaign for a fifth term as 
governor, and the two men 
then discussed Mr. Brans- 
cum' s candidacy for the 
State Highway Commis- 
sion, a plum job which of- 
fers huge patronage oppor- 
tunities. 

Mr. Branscum was ap- 
pointed to the commission a 
few weeks after the meeting 
and, later in 1991, Mr. Clin- 
ton reappointed Mr. Hill to 
the State Banking Board. 


Russian troops clash with 
Chechen rebels near Bamut 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
troops beat off an attempt 
by Chechen separatist fight- 
ers to seize the strategic vil- 
lage of Bamut in the west of 
the breakaway region, a 
Russian military spokesman 
said Friday. 

The spokesman, quoted 
by Interfax News Agency, 
said between 75 and 100 re- 
bels had attempted to storm 
Bamut Thursday evening 
but the attackers “Were met 
with intense fire from a unit 
of Interior Ministry troops 
and were driven back.” 

“There has been no oppor- 
tunity yet to obtain informa- 
tion about casualties among 
the servicemen and attack- 
ing fighters," the spokes- 
man said. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said four Russian service- 
men had been killed and 
nine others wounded in cla- 
shes in Chechenya since 
Thursday morning. Federal 
troops were fired upon eight 
times in the same period, it 
said, quoting the Russian 
military. 

Fighting in Chechenya 
has intensified since 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin won a second term 
in office on July 3, with 
each side accusing the other 
of violating peace accords 
reached as part of Mr. 
Yeltsin's reelection cam- 
paign. 


Russian officials say sepa- 
ratist leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev has lost con- 
trol of his radical field com- 
manders. But the only evi- 
dence of this so far has been 
recent wildcat statements 
by “lone wolf’ rebel Sal- 
man Raduyev. 

Mr. Raduyev has dis- 
owned the peace accords 
and threatened attacks 
against Russia’s vast rail- 
way network. He claimed 
responsibility for bomb 
planted at a railway station 
in the southern Russian city 
of Voronezh this week. 

Interfax quoted a Russian 
military spokesman as say- 
ing that another rebel com- 
mander, Shamil Basayev, 
was “out of control." Mr. 
Basayev and Mr. Raduyev 
were respective leaders of 
hostage-taking raids in sou- 
thern Russia in June 1995 
and January 1996. 

The Russian spokesman 
told TASS separatist fight- 
ers had been bombarding 
Interior Ministry positions 
near Stary Achkhoi in west- 
ern Chechenya and Guder- 
mes and Geizel-Aul in the 
east 

“Against the background 
of statements by Mr. 
Yandarbiyev and his circle 
of their intention to contin- 
ue negotiations with the 
federal side. Mr. Basayev 
has ordered his units to 


resist the Russian troops in 
even,' way,” the spokesman 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Russian 
daily Komsomoiskaya 
Pravda said Friday former 
Chechen separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev is living 
in Germany, having fled 
war-torn Chechenya in Ap- 
ril, contradicting reports of 
his death. 

Rumours that Mr. Duda- 
yev is still alive have multi- 
plied because the circum- 
stances of his reported 
death were shrouded in 
mystery. 

Chechen rebel sources 
said Mr. Dudayev was 
killed on April 21 when a 
Russian air-to-surface mis- 
sile homed in on his satellite 
telephone near the village 
of Gekhi Chu. 

However, the rebels re- 
fused to say where he was 
buried and nobody claimed 
to have seen his dead body. 

Mr. Raduyev fuelled the 
rumours by swearing on the 
Koran that Mr. Dudayev 
was still alive. Mr. Raduyev 
himself had been given up 
for dead in March but dra- 
matically reappeared in 
Chechenya last week, hav- 
ing undergone suigery after 
an assassination attempt. 

Komsomoiskaya Pravda 
quoted “reliable sources” as 
saying a U.S.-Turkish plan 
had been devised to re- 


launch Russian-Chechen 
peace negotiations. It in- 
volved the removal of Mr. 
Dudayev, whom President 
Boris Yeltsin refused to 
meet, and of hardline Che- 
chen rebel commanders 
Salman Raduyev and Sha- 
mil Basayev. 

According to the sources . 
Mr. Basayev resisted the 
U.S. and Turkish pressure, 
preferring to ’ remain with 
his fighters in the mountain- 
ous Vedeno region of Che- 
chenya. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Dudayev 
fled to Germany via the 
Russian Republic of Dages- 
tan, and was recently “at a 
NATO base near Munich,” 
the sources said. 

“He could move freely on 
the military base, but could 
not leave. However, he had 
several visits.” the paper 
said. 

Although Mr. Dudayev's 
ethnic Russian wife Alla 
said in April that he had 
been killed, her disappear- 
ance for the past weeks has 
also been a mystery. 

Mr. Dudayev ’declared 
Chechenya independent 
from Russia in September 
1991 and spearheaded the 
Chechen rebel resistance to 
Russian troops, who 
stormed into the small Cau- 
casus republic in December 
1994. 


Japan seeks 
foreign help 
to tackle 
killer germ 

TOKYO (R) — Japan is 
considering drastic mea- 
sures to combat the out- 
break of a killer germ and 
said Friday it had formally 
asked the United States, 
Canada and Britain for ex- 
pert help. 

On Friday, Prune Minis- 
ter Ryutaro Hashimoto for- 
mally called a meeting of a 
special cabinet panel to 
thrash out emergency mea- 
sures to contain the two- 
month-old epidemic of 
food poisoning caused by 
the 0-157 bacteria, which 
has claimed seven lives 
and made 8,500 people ill. 

“We are gravely con- 
cerned about the spread of 
food poisoning caused by 
the 0-157 colon bacillus 
bacteria,” top government 
spokesman Sekoku Kaji- 
yama said after the meet- 
ing. 

‘The government will 
take all necessary mea- 
sures,” be told a news con- 
ference attended by several 
cabinet ministers assigned 
to the task of halting the 
epidemic. 

More than 6,400 people, 
mostly schoolchildren, 
have come down with the 
germ in the western Japa- 
nese city of Sakai alone. 

The two-week-old out- 
break in Sakai was traced 
to school lunches prepared 
by city-run kitchens. But 
the tainted food carrying 
the bacteria has not been 
identified. 

Health officials in Sakai 
said Friday the number of 
serious cases declined to 
62 from Thursday’s 78. Of 
the 62 patients in serious 
condition, 26 remained cri- 
tically ill. 

“The failure to identify 
the cause of the food poi- 
soning makes it difficult to 
deal with this issue,” 
Health Minister Naoto Kan 
told the news conference. 

“We want everyone to 
have a sense of crisis and 
properly deal with the food 
poisoning,” Mr. Kan said. 

Lax sanitation controls 
have been blamed in the 
latest outbreak. Kyodo 
News Agency said the sus- 
pected school lunches were 
left in summer heat tem- 
peratures for up to three 
hours before they were 
served, which would have 
provided ideal conditions 
for the bacteria to grow 
rapidly. 

In what could be the most 
drastic preventative mea- 
sure, Health Minister Nao- 
to Kan raised the possibili- 
ty of secluding patients 
stricken with the bacteria 
in isolation wards. 


Torrential rains on DMZ kill 20 
S. Koreans; one N. Korean dies 


SEOUL (AFP) — Twenty 
South Korean soldiers died 
when a massive mudslide 
triggered by torrential rains 
buried their barracks as they 
slept near the demilitarized 
zone Friday, the Defence 
Ministry said. 

Two North Korean sol- 
diers meanwhile were 
fished out of a river on the 
bonder, onendead and one 
alive. 

Rescue operations were 
halted at the barracks at an 
isolated frontline mountain 
outpost of die Fifth Divi- 
sion adjacent to the demili- 
tarized zone (DMZ) when 
all men had been accounted 
for, an AFP photographer 
said. 

A total of 47 troops were 
believed to have been in the 
barracks when the landslide 
hit, and 20 died. 

At the site of the mud- 
slide, one barracks building 
was completely buried, but 
another which escaped the 
slide was intact, the photog- 
rapher said. The ground 
was strewn with food ration 
cans, blankets and personal 
belongings. 

A stream of private cars 
filled with anxious parents 
and relatives were trying to 
drive through the pelting 
rain as close as they could 
to the off-limits security 
area to learn news of their 
sons. 

Meanwhile, a second 
front line unit, the array 


First Division, reported 
recovering the body of a 
man believed to be a North 
Korean soldier from the 
rain-swollen waters of the 
Imjin River which runs 
along the frontier. 

A second North Korean 
soldier, a 20-year-oid army 
sergeant, was hauled, alive 
from the same river in a 
dramatic two-hour-long res- 
cue operation Friday morn- 
ing, it said. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman said it was un- 
clear whether the sergeant, 
identified as Kim Yong-Gil, 
had wanted to defect to the 
south or not. He was still 
under interrogation, he said. 

Yonhap News Agency 
said howeverthat. the "hap- 
less North Korean soldier, 
who was in full uniform and 
wearing a Kim D-Sung 
badge, bad grabbed an inner 
tube thrown to him by a 
policeman, and was 
dragged ashore suffering 
from acute exhaustion. 

Immediately after the pre- 
dawn landslide hit the Fifth 
Division unit, the army's 
attempts to rush heavy 
equipment to the area to dig 
out the victims were hin- 
dered by heavy rains and 
the moutainous terrain. 

First three, then four bod- 
ies were found, and seven 
injured dragged from the 
mud By midday hopes 
were dashed when the last 
13 were found dead and two 


injured died, and television 
began giving the names of 
the casualties. 

In Seoul Defence Minister 
Lee Yang-Ho urged front- 
line commanders to rein- 
force surrounding areas to 
prevent a recurrence of the 
mudslip disaster as weather 
, T6recaSteffi' , §fid the Heavy 
' tains' wpufd continue. 

It was 'disastrous floods in 
North Korea 15 in July and 
August of last year that 
wiped out large areas of 
croplands, worsened exist- 
ing food shortages and trig- 
gered Pyongyang’s unpre- 
cedented international ap- 
peals fox aid. 

The First Division, in its 
report of the rescue of the 
North Korean soldier, said 
sentries first reported a man 
sighted clinging to a rock in 
the swiftly-flowing, rain- 
swollen river at 6:30 a.m. 

An alerted army unit was 
unable to do anything but 
follow his path down the 
river until he was washed 
against the struts of a bridge 
two hours later, it said. 

A body, believed to be 
that of another North Ko- 
rean soldier, was found in 
the same border river by 
South Korean troops Thurs- 
day night, Yonhap said. 

The body wore military 
underwear, leading investi- 
gators to believe he had 
been washed across the bor- 
der. 


Zulu nationalists face critical choices 
in changing South African politics 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — The Zulu- 
nationalist Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
faces critical choices about its role in 
President Nelson Mandela's government at 
its national conference that begins Friday. 

More than 2,000 delegates are expected to 
attend the three-day meeting in the party’s 
Kwazulu-Natal province stronghold of 
Ulundi amid sea changes in South Africa’s 
political arena. 

On the top of the agenda, senior IFP 
members say, is the party's continued par- 
ticipation in Mr. Mandela's national coali- 
tion cabinet and possible alliances with 
other parties. 

IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi and the 
two other IFP ministers have remained in 
the 26-member government with Mr. Man- 
dela's African National Congress (ANC) 
since the withdrawal last month of Frederik 
De Klerk’s National Party (NP). 

The NP, which is the second biggest party 
in parliament, left to fashion itself as the 
main opposition to die ANC and attract 
more blacks to its predominantly white vot- 
ing base. 

Should the IFP deride to follow the NP 
out of government it will officially end the 
power-sharing arrangement that has charac- 
terised South Africa's political life since the 
historic April 1994 all-race elections. 

Since that election, the IFP has frequently 
used the threat of withdrawing from the 
cabinet in order to press home to demands 
to constitutional demands to the .ANC — its 


arch nemesis. 

But, say observers, since the NP\ with- 
drawal caused hardly a ripple in ecoromic 
and political circles, the EFT 3 could decide to 
stay on. 

If media speculation proves true. Mr. 
Mandela could even offer Mr. Buthelezi the 
post of second deputy president, left vacant 
by Mr. De Klerk. 

Such a proposal may tempt the veteran 
Zulu leader who, say his colleagues, is bit- 
ter about having been a political runner-up 
while the white former president shared the 
limelight with Mr. Mandela. 

Media analysis leading up to the Ulundi 
conference has been dominated by sugges- 
tions that the IFP is preparing to enter an 
alliance with the NP or the ANC. 

The NP and IFP, both conservative and 
appealing to traditional and strong free 
market sentiments, share an similar ideo- 
logical platform. 

Their relationship dates back to the l9S0s 
and early 1990s when the NP government 
agents covertly supplied IFP members with 
arms in a bloody war with ANC supporters 
in troubled Kwazulu-Natal. 

Mr, De Klerk met Mr. Buthelezi in Ulundi 
Tuesday, ostensibly to discuss the NP’s 
future role in the province where the gov- 
ernment is dominated by the IFP. 

Although denied by both the IFP and NP, 
several analysts were convinced that Mr. 
De Klerk’s visit was intended to ward off a 
posvsible ANC-IFP pact. 
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Collective punishment 
won’t work 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Net- 
anyahu cannot, should not, resort to total clo- 
sure of the West Bank and Gaza every time an 
Israeli is killed at the hands of Palestinian 
militants. News reports from the autonomy 
areas and Israel say that the guerrillas who 
killed two Israelis 10 kilometres inside Israel 
had sneaked from the occupied territories. 
The thousands of Palestinian workers who 
were aUowed into Israel to work only on Wed- 
nesday cannot have perpetrated that at-tack. 
Those are screened by both the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities. 

Furthermore, Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and the Palestinian National Aut-hori- 
ty can do little to stem violence originating 
from those cities and towns over which they 
have no control. Those who oppose peace will 
always find the means to infiltrate into Israel. 
And those who do oppose peace are in abun- 
dance and will 'continue to be so until peace is 
sealed and all claims and counter-claims are 
settled once and for all. 

Violence cannot only be blamed on tbe 
Palestinians who continue to suffer all kinds 
of hardship and who see no light at the end of 
the tunnel and whose hopes and aspirations 
for self-determination are being shattered 
everyday by a new Israeli drive to enhance 
settlement activity in the occupied territories. 

The Israeli .prime minister needs to th-ink 
over his policy of security first and last All 
Israeli wars were aimed at providing Israel 
with the security it dreams of. Israel won all 
the wars but ft is yet to win security. Wise men 
and women of goodwill, from His Majesty 
King Hus-sein to UJS. President BiU Clinton, 
have been telling Mr. Netanyahu that there 
will not be security before and wit-hout 
peace. 

Tbe collective punishment of Pale-stinians 
through the sealing off of the autonomy areas 
will not work. Only more coordination and 
cooperation, and positive engagement 
between Israel and the Pal-estinians, is capa- 
ble of limiting violence and ensuring securi- 
ty for both peoples. Such brutal and archaic 
methods as have been adopted by the Israelis 
so far will simply lead to more strife and 
bloodshed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AJ Ra’i daily described as very danger- 
ous 10 the Arabs a recent Israeli Turkish military pact 
and warned that such a move means tightening the 
noose around Syria, as well as Iran and Iraq. Fahd AI 
Fanek said that tbe pact allows Israel to use Turkish 
military bases and seaports and so threaten Syria from 
the north and weaken Iran's influences in tbe Arab 
World. Tbe pact also allows Turkish pilots to get train- 
ing in Israel, in modem technological war, mid to hold 
joint military exercises with Turkish forces on Turkish 
territory, added the writer. The new Islamist-dominated 
Turkish government can do nothing to change the situ- 
ation because its partner in tbe coalition, the True Path 
Party, and the Turkish military wield great power in the 
country and are oriented towards the West and military 
cooperation with Israel, noted the writer. For this rea- 
son, he said, the Arab countries in general and Syria, 
Iraq and Iran in particular are lacing a common danger 
which prompted Syria to try to improve its ties with 
Jordan lest the Kingdom joined the Turfcish-fsraeli pact 
and completed the siege around Damascus. The writer 
criticised the recent Cairo Arab summit for failing to 
point to the danger inherent in the Turkish-Israeli 
alliance saying that its dangers are yet to be realised by 
the Arab Nation. 

REFLECTING ON the government’s decision to end 
the bread subsidy, a writer for Al Dustour said that suc- 
cessive governments of Jordan, since 1989 when the cri- 
sis started to emerge, bear the responsibility for not 
heeding the advice of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) against overspending and the introduction of 
economic reforms. Hamadeh Faraaneh said that equal- 
ly responsible for this critical economic situation in 
Jordan are those officials and ministers who stuffed 
government departments with their relatives and mem- 
bers of their clans at a time these government depart- 
ments did not need more employees, being a liability on 
the state. The writer said that by employing additional 
numbers of people, for the sake of securing for them 
monthly salaries for very little or no woik at all, these 
governments have contributed towards the present eco- 
nomic crisis in Jordan, continued the writer. He said the 
IMF acts like a doctor that provides advice and pre- 
scribes the medication whenever a patient is in need for 
it and therefore one should appreciate rather than criti- 
cise the IMF’s role in this matter. Tbe writer said that 
one painful measure is needed now in order to put mat- 
ters right and help the country pursue (he path towards 
economic reform and development. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Netanyahu, under domestic pressure 
is bound to disappoint expectations 


THOUGH MANY Arabs felt that Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has performed very well in Cairo 
and has sent many positive signals to Arab capitals, it 
seems that he is at the moment overruled by the heavy- 
weight pressures within his own cabinet where tbe two 
super-hawks, Ariel Sharon and Rafael Eitan, had him cor- 
nered into a situation of political dependency. 

In seems that the area is sliding back into a new era of 
managed conflict which cannot be stopped by either the 
eloquent French Foreign Minister Hervfi de Charette or the 
techniques of persuasion of U.S. special Middle East coor- 
dinator Dennis Ross. 

Tbe domestic pressures in Israel are forcing Netanyahu 
to disappoint many observers who saw a glimmer of hope 
in his election victory. His economic policy has to lead to 
the total dismantling of the “cooperatives’ 1 created by the 
founding father Ben Gurion and other Labour Zionists. 
Many repercussions will follow tbe budget cuts, which 
totalled this year $1.5 billion, one manifestation of which 
was the 10-hour strike organised by 400,000 state employ- 
ees and supervised by tbe Histadrut. 

Diplomats in Tel Aviv described that strike as a real 
threat to Israel’s security. Moreover. Netanyahu’s econom- 
ic “reform]!" policies reflected immediately on Tel Aviv’s 
stock exchange which has slid by 20 per cent since elec- 
tion day on May 29, 1996. 

Therefore, it was to be expected that the new prime min- 
ister would give priority to satisfying his coalition partners 
and constituents by being more of a hardliner than they 
are. Consequently, he does not care to proceed along the 
Palestinian track since no pressure is forcing him to stand 


in the White House’s Rose Garden and shake hands with 
anybody be does not like or respect. 

Tbe Clinton administration is not in a position to put any 
pressure on Israel, now during a crucial four-month elec- 
tion period in Washington, for reasons everybody knows. 
For public relations consideration. Israel will announce 
(hat tbe Palestinian National Authority committed thou- 
sands of Oslo accord violations, including the fact that it 
does not lash out on Hamas and other Islamic Jihad 
activists. 

Moreover, it does not serve tbe Netanyahu aspirations, 
domestically, to announce a withdrawal from the Syrian 
Golan Heights. Therefore, he will freeze the talks on the 
Syrian track, using the pretext that Damascus does not 
restrain Hizbollah fighters from firing Katyusha rockets 
against civilians in northern Israel. 

Using the Hizbollah pretext is as good to delay negotia- 
tions with tbe Syrians as the Hamas pretext is good to 
refuse meeting Yasser Arafat The formula for combining 
the two false pretexts is the newly-coined phrase “peace or 
terror". The pressure on Netanyahu for a Golan withdraw- 
al made him try to sell, in Washington, the idea, of “triple- 
containment”, to include Damascus as well as Tehran and 
Baghdad in the U.S.-sponsored sanctions. 

In order to free himself of all commitments made by for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon Peres regarding a territorial 
offer on tbe Golan, the new Israeli leader came out with 
the new concept of “peace with deterrence" which trans- 
lates into creating deterrence by weakening military and 
party dictatorship. This way Damascus cannot be a peace 
partner since it is not considered an “ideal democracy." It 


is within this perspective that he sees a Palestinian states* 
a Trojan horse, threatening both Israel and Jordan. ITie 
West Bank, for him, should be the protective wall to save 

Israelis 

It is "within this context that we can understand why 
Israeli officials authorised two days ago a group of ultra- 
orthodox Jews to go into the sacred mosque of the Dome 
of the Rock, in Jerusalem, whose custodianship is m 
Jordanian hands, according to the Jordanian-Israeli peace 

treaty 

There have been earlier attempts to allow Jewish prayers 
inside that mosque, but all were stopped when bloodshed 
and riots were the direct results. 

This decision by Israelis is bound to put the Jordaruan- 
Israeli relations into the worst position. His Majesty King 
Hussein can never renounce his rights in Jerusalem. 
Muslims in Jordan will never tolerate their third holiest 
shrine shared. It reminds them of another incident, when 
Israeli Baruch Goldstein shared their prayer mosque in 
Hebron, a few years ago, with tens of Muslims gunned 
down, 

It has become crystal clear that the Eitan-Sharon- 
Netanyahu cabinet is determined to backtrack on Israel s 
peace commitments to Jordan, to Syria and the 
Palestinians. 

Whatever pretexts are manipulated and offered, uneasi- 
ness is felt everywhere. The actions by the Israeli govern- 
ment could be justified domestically on economic and 
election grounds, but they are an open invitation to 
renewed tension and religious violeoce in the area. 


The ‘new face’ of Israel to be 
bulldozer- shaped by ruthless Sharon 


By Hirsh Goodman 

The writer is the editor of 
the English-language Isra- 
eli magazine The Jerusalem 
Report. The article below is 
reprinted from the July 25 
issue of the bi-weekly maga- 
zine. 

IN A series of manoeuvres 
that left . Pri/ne . Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu look- 
, mg Eke a boy scout, Foreign 
■ Mhus^r Levy' has 11 


managed to bring Ariel 
Sharon into tbe government 
as the minister for national 
infrastructure, formally 
charged with bringing Israel 
into the next millennium. 
GevalL 

As housing minister in the 
Shamir government, Sharon 
managed, to waste around 
$5 billion, according to con- 
servative calculations, by 
building homes for new 
immigrants where they were 
not needed and on mobile 
home sites that remain a 
blight to this day. He issued 
government guarantees to 
fly-by-night contractors to 
build shoddy apartments, 
81,000 of them, in towns 
with no work and no indus- 
trial infrastructure that 
could ever provide work, 
which immigrants refused 
to move to. Half remained 
empty. 

'As minister of defence in 
the Begin government, 
Sharon got us embroiled in 
a war in Lebanon, manipu- 
lating his way to the out- 
skirts of Beirut without the 
knowledge or- approval of 
either the prime minister or 


cabinet. I was there and 
waiched him do it: creating 
situation after situation that 
always meant the army had 
to move a little bit forward 
and take just one more hill. 

That war left 650 Israelis 
dead and this country 
scarred for generations to 
come. 

In the 70s, when he joined 
the first Begin government, 
he . accepted the seemingly 
1j^bdious 1 f , 'post of -hgricul- 
‘fifte rm6ister. v Sharon,^ how- 
ever, was die only agricul- 
ture minister ever to read 
the small print on his con- 
tract and discovered that he 
had sweeping powers over 
settlement in the territories. 
First came tbe dummy set- 
tlements in the southern tip 
of tbe Gaza Strip on the day 
that then-defence minister 
Ezer Weizman was flying 
off to make peace with the 
Egyptians. And then came 
dozens and dozens more 
throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza, mushrooming 
overnight — settlements 
that had no settlers, that 
could never support them- 
selves financially and that 
required a huge investment 
in defence and infrastruc- 
ture to keep them going. 

Now he is responsible for 
the face of the only Jewish 
country we have, as it will 
appear for generations to 
come: roads, railways, 

ports, airports, urban trans- 
portation, water planning, 
land allocation, sewage, 
energy, mines and quarries. 
Critically, he wQl also con- 
trol the Israel Lands 
Administration which, 
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among other things, is 
responsible for absentee 
property — real estate listed 
as left behind by Arab 
refugees — and the alloca- 
tion thereof. Expect many a 
bouse in contested areas of 
Jerusalem, like Silwan, to 
end up in Jewish hands 
soon. 

And, hidden in tbe long 
Est is, bingo, responsibility 
for the construction of all 
bypass roads to be built in 
what was supposed to have 
been Palestine. The roan 
whd 1 brought 'u'S 'the Trans- 
Samaria Highway is being 
given another chance at 
making sure that Palestine 
will never happen; to use his 
bulldozers to bury Oslo. 
Dare Gold and Yasser 


Arafat, Clinton and 
Netanyahu can negotiate till 
they are blue in the face. 
With Sharon in charge of 
bypass roads, expect 10 new 
Jewish towns in Judea and 
Samaria within three years. 
Roads need soldiers to pro- 
tect them. Soldiers need 
bases. Bases need electricity 
and water. And roads need 
land, lots of it, land that will 
be expropriated from 
Palestinian farmers who 
will lose fields they have 
tilled for generations. 

There are those who will 
argue that Sharon, with his 
bulldog tenacity, is the type 
of person needed to mold 
Israel’s future, to bulldoze 
his way through tbe bureau- 
crats, like city planners. 


ecologists and other irri- 
tants, to get tbe job done. He 
is not He is an oft-proven 
disaster, a man who has no 
limits, no discipline, who 
uses power ruthlessly and 
will stop at nothing to get 
his way. Netanyahu has 
concentrated unprecedented 
power in his hands. Lei's 
hope the next stop isn't 
Beirut 

There is another aspect to 
this story. When, on the 
evening of July 3, in a well- 
orchestrated but unexpected 
-mqye, Levy hit Netanyahu 
with his bombshell that he 
would resign unless Sharon 
was given a cabinet post 
before the prime minister's 
July 9 trip to the U.S., 
Netanyahu caved in. Instead 


Netanyahu’s about-face worries Europe, U.S. 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL Arabic press last 
week gave prominence to the 
ongoing fluny of diplomatic 
activity in the Middle East . 
Israel's stand on peace with tbe 
Arabs and domestic affairs. 

Writing under the title 
“France’s successful pioneer- 
ing role in the region", a writer 
for Al Ra’i daily said that after 
playing a key role in ensuring 
an end to Israel 's aggression on 
Lebanon lasr April, Paris has 
embarked on a new endeavour 
to give momentum to tbe peace 
process. 

Sultan Al Hattab said that 
Paris is not only helping the 
countries of the region -to 
restore peace and security, it is 
also protecting European inter- 
ests, paving the way for 
Europe's new role to establish 
peace. 

The writer said that France's 
positive role, which was clear 
during the Florence summit of 
the world's group of seven 
nations, is manifesting itself 
more clearly in the French for- 


eign minister's efforts which 
are deeply appreciated by the 
Arabs, in general, and the 
Palestinians, in particular, 
because France is underlining 
tbe Arab and Islamic rights in 
Arab Jerusalem and in the 
Palestinian rights in their 
homeland. 

The fact that the U.S. Middle 
East envoy, Dennis Ross, and 
the French Foreign Minister 
Hervd de Charette toured the 
Middle Eastern countries to 
give impetus to the peace 
process reflects the U.S.- 
European concern about this 
process (hat has been dead- 
locked since Benyamin 
Netanyahu came to power in 
Israel. said Mohammad 
Kawash, a writer for Al 
Dustour. 

The emergence of the hardline 
Israeli premier and his statements 
that displayed Israel s aggressive 
policy prompted the U.S. and 
Europe to undertake fresh efforts 
to salvage the peace process, said 
the writer. 

Of course the U.S. and Europe 
must have fell that the peace 
process was threatened after hear- 


ing the Likud-led government in 
Israel declare its intention to over- 
turn tbe tables and ruin all the 
Israeli- Arab agreements, he added. 

The writer said the Arabs must 
have realised that nothing can be 
achieved without their own contri- 
bution towards ending the dead- 
lock and hence the inter- Arab 
diplomatic activities and Arab 
leaders' dose contacts sod consul - 
unions over the issue. 


writer. 

Europe must have felt that its 
role was continually being weak- 
ened. due to Washington's domina- 
tion of the events in the region , and 
so it chose to make serious moves 
now in the hope that it could sal- 
vage the peace process on which 
tbe future of this region depends. 

The Israeli supreme court's deri- 
sion to allow ultra-religious Jews 
to perform religious rites in Al 



Washington and Paris, which 
played a role in ending Israel's 
aggression on Lebanon last April 
and paved the ground for the 
Israeli- Hi ibollah's deal to stop 
attacks on civilian positions on 
either side, are sow making moves 
to force Netanyahu to resume the 
peace process, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi, a writer for Al Ra'i daily. 

Having realised that the 
Americans are not exerting suffi- 
cient pressure on Israel to abide by 
the peace rules, Paris has chosen to 
Step in and start pressuring Israel 
into complying with (he agree- 
ments so far concluded by the Arab 
and the Israeli sides, said the 


Aqsa Mosque, the third most 
sacred place for Muslims, falls 
within the present Likud-lcd gov- 
ernment's extremist policy direct- 
ed at the Arabs and Muslims, said 
Al Ra'i daily. 

This is i very dangerous prece- 
dent that could Irigger a new intifa- 
da in the occupied Arab territories 
and an escalation of tension in this 
volatile region, the paper added. 
By provoking the Arabs and 
Muslims through such derision, 
the Israeli court is inviting vio- 
lence and counterviolence in the 
whole region, it continued. 

We view the Israeli court's deci- 
sion with seriousness, at a time 


when the Israeli government is 
showing intransigence over tbe 
peace process, particularly towards 
tbe implementation of the Oslo 
deal with the Palestinians, con- 
cluded the paper. 

Benyamin Netanyahu has suc- 
ceeded in decei ving the Arab coun- 
tries during his visit to Cairo 
twendy. by softening his tone 
about the peace process, said a 
writer for Al Dustour. Taher 
Adwan said (hat while in Egypt, 
Netanyahu gave statements show- 
ing that Israel will resume the 
peace process, but he gave no him 
about any change in the Israeli 
government’s programme of hold- 
ing on to Jerusalem, building 
Jewish settlements on Arab land 
and allowing the Palestinians to 
establish their own state in 
P&festinc. 

All that Netanyahu did, said the 
writer, was rephrasing his state- 
ments made upon his victory in the 
Israeli elections, but the Arabs 
came to a false conclusion that the 
Israelis are now adopting a posi- 
tive stand, said the writer. 

He said that regrettably, the 
Arabs are adapting to Israel's new 
policies, set by the Likud Party 


and are being driven blindly by 
misleading statements instead of 
joining rank and making a collec- 
tive move to regain their rights. 

A writer for Al Ra'i expressed 
the view that the resumption of the 
Arab- Israeli negotiations, although 
with very limited results expected 
to result, is far better than the jxe- 
seni situation. Indeed, these nego- 
tiations me not expected to earn 
the Palestinians a great deal but 
ihey win not make them lose what 
they have already gained ffom pre- 
vious negotiations, said Rasim 
Abu Ali. 

The writer said the Arabs had 
applauded the suicide bombings hi 
Israel and demanded more <peh 
actions against the occupation, but, 
regrettably, these suicide bomb- 
lugs resulted in the emergence of 
extremists at tbe helm of tire gov- 
emm «U in Israel and ted to the 
extremist groups becoming more 
extreme and vfoleoce-Griefflcd 
agatesi lire Arabs, added the writet 

He said that tire suicide bomb- 
lugs have resulted in further mis- 
wy for the Palestinians who must 
have realised that tally through 
negotiations they can hope to 

regain pan of dreir rights. 


* 


p; *' h,n 


of telling Levy that he was 
free to go, that the first 
directly elected prime min- 
ister of Israel would not 
give in to blackmail, in less 
than five hours he capitulat- 
ed and gave Israel on a plat- 
ter to a man he does not 
trust and who he did not 
want in his govemmenL Not 
just the roads and the water 
and tbe sewage and the land 
and energy and the mines 
•-'affd-the development-of the 
•-“Negev and th&.Galilee, the 
pom 1 and railways, but the 
political future of this coun- 
try for a long time to come. 

There is much to worry 
about Netanyahu has dis- 
played remarkable consis- 
tency in caving in under 
pressure and speaking out of 
both sides of his mouth. He 
thought be could outma- 
noeuvre a crafty and experi- 
enced ex-general, use him 
to win the election and dis- 
card him like a used rag. 
Wrong. 

Levy and Sharon have 
made the prime minister 
look inexperienced, naive 
and weak. And how the 
three of them are ever going 
to Eve together at the helm 
of state is totally beyond 
me. We have had bad lead- 
ership in the past and sur- 
vived. Never before, how- 
ever,. has a cabinet been so 
fractious, with even the 
prime minister's supposed, 
allies acting as his ehemi&£ r ' 

The monring after the 
election I decided to give 
Netanyahu the benefit of the 
doubt. Since then, unfortu- 
nately, it has been all doubt 
and no benefit 
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Man 


natural bom killer 


By Robin McKie 

IN THE shadows of a nar- 
row gully stands a solidary 
hunter, spear in hand For 
several hours he waits, until 
a mamm oth trudges past. 
He darts out, plunging his 
spear into the creature’s 
chest. Critically wounded, 
it staggers on. 

A few minutes later, a 
second hunter thrusts 
another spear into the now 
doomed mammoth. Soon, 
its carcass is being stripped- 
its flesh for food, hide for 
clothing and bones for 
tools. 

Little is discarded, an 
economy of purpose that 
suggests Stone Age man 
lived in harmony with 
nature, only killing animals 
when necessary. 

According to this argu- 
ment, man is intrinsically 
“a noble savage," and has 
only recently strayed from 
the path of ecological right- 
eousness, by making cars, 
turbine generators, oil 
tankers and factories, and. 
in the process, acid rain, 
ozone depletion — and 
global wanning, a problem 
now destined to turn south 
Britain into a sweltering 
desert, the government 
acknowledged recently. 

We must return to a natur- 
al lifestyle, it is argued — 
an idea that sounds attrac- 
tive but is flatly contradict- 
ed by archaeological evi- 
dence. 

Far from being noble sav- 
ages, it now transpires that 
Homo sapiens is a long- 
term planetary despoilen 
The spread of the Sahara, 
the blighting of the 

Mediterranean and the 

demise of thousands of ani- 
mal species: all can be 
blamed on human activity 
millennia ago. 

Take that hunter in the 
gully. A member of the Clo- 
vis — descendants of Asian 
settlers who occupied the 
Americas during the last Ice 
_Age — ; be used spp«s,.of 
■ .translucent, chert tftdaunt 
mastodons, mammoths, and 
giant sloths. 

Scientists had been baf- 
fled by the extinction of 
these mammals — until 
radiocarbon tests showed 
they had become extinct 
with extraordinary rapidity, 
often in less than 300 years, 
and all about 11,000 years 


How man has blighted his planet 

Far from being a modem 
otenomefion, environmental 
catastrophes havt# followed • - 

humans wherever they . f 

have wandered 

across the glooe 5? *r *<&: ■ 4 
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Animal overkill 

The emergence of modem humans from , v 
Africa IOO.CjOO years ago triggered a global ' ^-v 

bloodbath, tn that period, r^jrth amenca has ' • 

| tost 73 per cent of its lct r ge mammals, 

South America 79 per cent, and AustraRa 
86 percent 
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j Mamorcttis bad 
no nme to evolve 

?| oe/fences gga/nst 
i Confers, so Their 
extinction was 
1 rapid 


n Wah the tree roots gone. sn> 
** erosion made the 1300 u**w 
for crops or settlements 



ago, jast as the Clovis 
began streaming down 
America. “Large animals 
disappeared not because 
they lost their food supply, 
but because they became 
one” says Paid Martin, of 
Arizona University. 

At least 75 species of 
giant herbivore — includ- 
ing woolly mammoths, 
four-horned antelopes, and 
giraffe-sized sloths — were 
wiped out, and in their 
wake, so were the animals 
that preyed upon them, 
such as North American 
lions and sabre-toothed 
tigers. New World animals 
bad never encountered 


humans before and bad no 
time to evolve defences 
against “warmly-clad pro- 
fessionals, safely spearing a 
terrified mammoth, 

ambushed in a narrow 
stream bed,” as naruralist 
Jared Diamond puts it. In 
South America, the slaugh- 
ter was repeated, with-crea- 
tures like the Glypiodon (a 
giant armadillo-like ani- 
mal), several large rodents, 
various llama and pigs per- 
ishing. 

A similar Stone Age 
bloodbath took place in 
Australia where dozens of 
species of large creatures 
— including giant koalas. 


lion-like marsupials, and 
the Diprotodon, a rhino- 
sized wombat — were 
extinguished, while on foe 
South Pacific islands, 2,000 
bird species were obliterat- 
ed. Wholesale slaughter is 
not a new human attribute. 

' Even worse has been our 
treatment of the land. Con- , 
sider foe ancient Greeks, 
balled by J9th century 
romantics as idealistic 
stewards of an Arcadian 
paradise. In fact “foe evi- 
dence mounts for episodes 
of deforestation and cata- 
strophic soil erosion over 
foe past 8,000 years," states 
Professor Curtis Runnels, 


in Scientific American. 

He has studied the Argive, 
described by Aristotle as 
being “ fruitful” during tbe 
time of the Trojan wars, but 
now a static, bleached land- 
scape like so much of 
Greece today. Analyses of 
pollen deposits, abandoned 
. settlements, and historical 
records reveal, a coupnon , 
picture of foe tearing up of 
trees, and burning — fol- 
lowed by the planting of 
crops and then massive 
bouts of erosion as soil, 
race held in place by deep 
roots, slipped down hills. 
“The clearing of land dur- 
ing times of intensive 


human settlement gave rise 
to soil erosion, which in 
turn caused die people to 
abandon their settlement," 
says Mr. Runnels. 

This has been repeated 
endlessly throughout histo- 
ry. For example, a study of 
the preserved "nests of 
hyraxes ■ allowed ; 

r^searchet^^ trgce horti- • 
cultural changes around foe 
ancient city of Petra, in Jor- 
dan. At first, nests were 
made of oak and pistachio 
twigs, then shrubs and 
herbs, and finally grass. At 
this point, around AD 900, 
Petra was abandoned, its 
citizens starved in an erod- 


ed landscape of their own 
making. 

Man foe hunter, having 
wiped out most of the plan- 
et's major mammals, biid 
species and more, had 
become man die farmer, 
creator of blighted, barren 
landscapes. -Across -foe - 
World.il ash -and-rbum farm- •, 
ing "has:' devastated -ecolo- 
gies. The Sahara's spread is 
clearly linked to foe prac- 
tice, while entire country- 
sides, including Britain’s 
were stripped long ago of 
the forests that once cov- 
ered most of their lands. 

“The lesson from our 
work is that people have a 


Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

to return home," an army 
spokesman said. ‘The 
Israeli army has stepped up 
its patrols across foe terri- 
tories and multiplied sur- 
prise controls," he added. 

Soldiers and police set up 
roadblocks and conducted a 
massive manhunt for the 
attackers. Israel Radio said 
foe gunmen had apparently 
fled to foe Israeli -occupied 
West Bank, 16 kilometres 
to tbe east. 

Uzi Landau, Likud Party 
chairman of parliament s 
foreign affairs and defence 
committee, said after foe 
attack that the previous 
government’s peace deals 
with Mr. Arafar had com- 
promised Israel’s security. 

“Tbe Israeli security ser- 
vices in foe last three years 
cancelled a significant part 
of its grip on the territo- 
ries," be told Israel’s Chan- 
nel One television. 

Under peace deals signed 
by the Israeli government 


(Continued from page 1) 


he said the 
caused by 
f bomb, 
: he im de- 
fied that 
saying 
lure could 


While not coming to 
any hard conclusions 
aboui the TWA crash, the 
U S. government on 


seals off West 


of Yitzhak Rabin and Shi- 
mon Peres, Israeli troops 
gave Palestinian police con- 
trol over parts of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Landau said Mr 
Arafat had not done enough 
to fight “those standing 
behind terror in his commu- 
nity." 

Opposition lawmaker Qri 
Onr, a former deputy 
defence minister, urged 
Likud to “stop looking for 
people to blame” and take a 
serious approach to security 
problems. 

“If foe government. .is 
going to blame every terror 
incident in the next three 
years on foe previous gov- 
ernment and this is its battle 
against terror, 1 will be very 
troubled,” Mr. Orr said on 
television. 

“We demand the Palestin- 
ian authority act to quash 
foe terror of foe terrorist 
organisations, without dis- 
tinction," Mr. Netanyahu 
said He ordered that 
unspecified new measures 
be taken to improve securi- 


ty in foe area of the attack. 

“The prime minister told 
cabinet ministers be had 
ordered all security forces 
to make a special effort to 
locate tbe gang char carried 
out the attack,” the Israeli 
government statement said. 

Mr. Arafat’s media advis- 
er Nabil Abu Rdainab said: 
“What does every incident 
carried out by individuals 
have to do with foe Pales- 
tinian National Authority?" 

“The Israeli closure of the 
West Bank is a barbaric act, 
a provocation and an act of 
revenge. How can the clo- 
sure lead to an end of such 
attacks when it prevents the 
Palestinian people from 
making their daily bread?” 
he asked. 

The closure , -bars thou- 
sands of Palestinians from 
jobs in Israel. Palestinians 
view it as a collective pun- 
ishment. 

US. Middle East peace 
envoy Dennis Ross, who 
met Mr. Netanyahu in 
Jerusalem and Mr. Arafat 
in Gaza on Friday, urged a 


2 engines found 


Thursday put into place 
tight new airline safety 
measures. 

The new steps, effective 
immediately, were 

announced by President 
Bill Clinton after he met 
with victims’ families. 

Among the safety imp- 
rovements are increased 
searches of carry-on bag- 
ga»e, more screening of 
checked bags and pre- 
flight inspections of all 
international flights. 


Mr. Clinton also said 
the government had tested 
machines designed to 
detect plastic explosives, 
now available only in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and 
San Francisco, expressing 
hope authorities can bring 
“them on line in all air- 
ports in the near future." 

As for the search effort, 
divers are continuing to' 
map out the wreckage 
and help retrieve bodies, 
but officials indicated Fri- 
day that crew would soon 


Bank 

firm response to the acts of 
“terrorists.” He said foe 
pursuit of peace and tbe 
fight against terror went 
hand in hand. 

Witnesses said foe win- 
dows of tbe Israelis’ white 
Fiat Pun to were shot out 
and the interior stained with 
blood Israel Radio said a 
Kalashnikov rifle was 
apparently used in tbe 
attack. 

Israel had just eased a 
five-montb-old blockade on 
foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, letting in about 
27,500 Palestinian workers 
— 15 r 500 from Gaza and 
12,000 from the West Bank. 

Israel had imposed the 
closure during a wave of 
suicide bombings which 
killed 59 people in Febru- 
ary and March and had only 
begun easing it in recent 
weeks. Tens of thousands 
of Palestinians once worked 
in Israel, usually in low- 
paying construction and 
farming jobs. 


be attempting to pull up 
large pieces of wreckage. 

To date, only an esti- 
mated one per cent of the 
debris has been pulled 
up. 

Mr. Francis said the 
engines, weighing about 
3.100 to 4,000 kilo- 
grammes were "probably 
the biggest things that 
we’re going to be lifting." 

“They’re not the easiest 
things in the world to 
lift," he added. 


Turkey’s Erbakan vows 
hike in minimum wage 


ISTANBUL (R) — Tur- 
key’s Islamist Prime Minis- 
ter Necmettin Erbakan has 
vowed to raise the mini- 
mum wage, saying workers 
would get the same “good 
news” as civil servants who 
received a 50 per cent pay 
increase. 

“Millions of our people 
have reached a state where 
they can't afford their 
monthly bread,” Mr. 
Erbakan told foe Istanbul 
city council. “Hence, we 
will give foe same good 
news to tbe minimum wage 
earners as we did to civil 
servants." 

Tbe monthly minimum 
wage, set two years ago, is 
8.46 million TUrkish liras 
($102) before taxes. Tur- 
key’s biggest labour federa- 
tion, Turk-Is, says food 
costs for a family of four 
are double that. 

Mr. Erbakan’s first mea- 
sure after coming to power 
four weeks ago in a coali- 
tion with Tacsu Ciller’s 
conservative True Path 
Party was the higher-tban- 
expected wage rise for civil 
servants, criticised by ana- 
lysts for putting an addi- 
tional burden on foe coun- 
try’s widening budget de- 
ficit. Annual inflation in 
Turkey is running at 83 per 
cent. Tbe government has 
forecast its deficit will 
reach 1,300 trillion liras 
($15.7 billion) in 1 996, 
compared with a previous 
forecast of 861 trillion liras 
and the 317 trillion in 1995. 

Mr. Erbakan said he 
would present the mini- 
mum wage proposal next 
week after making an 
announcement on raising 
government revenue. - 

His coalition has ann- 
ounced plans to sell state 
property, tax interest earn- 


ings and impose a six per 
cent charge on some 
imports. 

“Allah will give to us and 
we will give to the people. 
We have not come to take, 
we have come to give," he 
said. 

Economists say they are 
sceptical that the govern- 
ment can raise the extra 
revenues needed to match 
its sharp increase in spend- 
ing and will be forced to 
borrow from an increasing- 
ly reluctant market 

Meanwhile, analysts have 
said that the Turkish gov- 
ernment's decision to apply 
a six per cent import charge 
will send negative signs to 
Ankara's European part- 
ners without necessarily 
correcting Turkey’s major 
trade Imbalance. 

The measure, an early 
indication of the new 
Islamist-led coalition’s eco- 
nomic strategy, has done 
little to calm concerns 
about foe effectiveness of 
an economic package being 
prepared by the cabinet, 
they said. “I don’t think foe 
charge is a wise measure 
and I don't think it will put 
a brake on the increasing 
imports," said Izzettin 
Onder, professor of public 
finance at Bosphorus Uni- 
versity in Istanbul. 

“The price rises will be 
shifted to the consumer, 
pushing up inflation in a 
vicious circle," he said. 

Based on unofficial esti- 
mates, the trade deficit in 
the first half of 1996 stood 
at almost $10 bfilion, com- 
pared with $14 billion in 
the whole of 1995. 


Arafat, 

Assad 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Sharaa- Arafat meet- 
ing in latakia, some 320 
km north of Damascus, 
was attended by Farouq 
Qaddoumi, bead of the 
HLO’s foreign affairs 
department and Harem 
Ashrawi, responsible for 
higher education in foe 
Palestinian Authority. 

Dr. Ashrawi told Reuters 
by telephone from Latakia 
that Mr. Arafat would con- 
vey a message from Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy ro foe Syrian leader- 
ship during the talks with 
Mr. Assad 

Palestinian sources said 
the message from Mr. Levy 
offered to meet Mr. Sharaa i 
at any time and in any place I 
co discuss how to revive 
peace talks between Syria 
and Israel. 

Mr Levy became the first 
minister of hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government to 
meet Mr. Arafat when both 
held talks last Tuesday. 

Diplomats said Mr. Arafat 
might have alluded during 
his discussions jn Syria to 
the activities Of several 
Damascus-based Palestin- 
ian opposition groups 
which have vowed to wredt 
foe PLO-Israeli peace deal 
through violence. Mr. 
Arafat held initial talks with 
Ml Assad on foe sidelines 
of an Arab summit held last 
month in Cairo. 

Asked whether foe meet- 
ing with Ml Sharaa paved 
foe way for real reconcilia- 
tion between Syria and foe 
PLO, Dl Ashrawi said: 
“We can say that tbe ties are 
now very warm. I don’t like 
to talk about problems and 
disputes which no longer 
exist’ 


long history of ntisusini 
the land; environment 
catastrophes are not ai 
innovation of foe moden 
world," concludes Mi 

Runnels in Scientifi 
American. 

All that is new is foe scali 
of the damage. Waves o 
migration have brough 
new technologies to land 
where humans havi 

achieved equilibrium witl 

nature after initial bouts o 
destruction. 

Take foe Americas 

There, native Indians hai 
achieved stable co-exis 
tence with the bison, a sur 
vivor of the Clovis era. I 
provided them with food 
skins, bones and dung fo: 
fuel. Then came the White 
Man with his guns. Thirty 
million bison were wipec 
out, until numbers wen 
reduced to about 500 by th< 
year ] 900. 

Since then, our environ' 
mental woes have onh 
worsened. Earth’s popuh 
tion has quadrupled, five 
billion tonnes of carboi 
dioxide are burnt as fossi 
fuel each year, whilt 
forests are being destroyec 
at the rate of six footbal 
pitches a minute. Henct 
reports of that alarming 
level of global wanning 
which now threatens tc 
alter irrevocably our loca 
ecology and devastate the 
Third World. 

The culprit has noi 
changed, it is just foe scale 
of his operating that ha< 
altered. Homo sapiens 
became a global evolution- 
ary success because he 
evolved a brain that wa: 
capable — but only just — 
of creating technology 
Now it appears that he 
lacks foe final, neuronal 
ability to control thai 
Promethean creation which 
is spiralling beyond oui 
intellectual grasp. 

We are not repeating the 
mistakes of history. We are 
refining them with deadly 
aplomb."*" 

T.-i c , 

: :•» ••!»; .* . 

" ■39K The ObserVei 





8 Economy 


“ 1 ;.~ _. ' _._; ;'.. *;;; ~~ j )> 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 27,1996 




Netanyahu very committed to setting up Middle East 
Development Bank, Israeli Embassy official asserts 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - The Israeli em- 
bassy here strongly rejected 
recent media reports that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was pulling 
back on the previous gov- 
ernment's push towards the 
creation of an economic 
regional body in the form of 
the proposed Middle East 
Development Bank. 

“These assumptions are 
wrong,” an embassy source 
told the Jordan Times, “the 
new government wants to 
promote the Mideast bank, 
and Mr. Netanyahu himself 
is very committed to its 
establishment." 1 

The source asserted that 
the Israeli prime minister 
held meetings with mem- 
bers of the U.S. Senate 
Appropriations Subcom- 


mittee in an effort to con- 
vince the American legisla- 
tors on the “importance of 
establishing the regional 
bank as a unique and 
important tool to promote 
regional trade and to give a 
push to economic rela- 
tions.” 

Though the U.S. enthusi- 
astically backed the Mid- 
east bank project at last 
October’s Amman econom- . 
ic summit and agreed - - to 
fund it with S260 million, 
accounting for 21 per cent 
of the bank's total start-up 
capital, the Senate Appro- 
priations Committee has 
not included the American 
contribution to the bank in 
Congress' foreign aid bill 
which is scheduled to be 
approved in' ‘the- next few 
days. 

Accompanying Mr. Net- . 
anyahu in his recent visit to 


Washington, Central Bank 
of Israel Governor Yacov 
Franhel also met with mem- 
bers of the Appropriations 
Committee arid “encour- 
aged them to set funds for 
the participation of the U.S. 
in establishing the bank,” 
the Israeli embassy told the 
Jordan Times. 

The decision to create the 
Middle East Development 
Bank, as a body to finance 
infrastructure projects in 
the region, was considered 
one of the most outstanding 
results of the Amman eco- 
nomic summit. 

According to the statute 
drafted last November in 
Cairo by a commission of 
expens, the start-up capital 
of SI. 25 million should be 
provided, a part from the 
U.S., supposedly the bank's 
main backer, by Japan, 9 3 
per cent, Russia, six per 


cent, Israel, Egypt, Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, four per cent each. 

According to media rep- 
orts, the remaining capital 
is to be put up by the 
Netherlands, Canada, Mor- 
occo, Tunisia, Algeria, Gre- 
ece, Malta, Korea, Turkey 
and Cyprus. 

Both the European Union 
(EU) and the Gulf states 
expressed their scepticism 
towards the project during 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit, and they have demon- 
strated no change of heart 
in this regard yet 

Considering Israeli offi- 
cials' declarations to the 
Jordan Tunes, Israel’s stand 
towards the establishment 
of the bank has not changed 
with the new government. 

“On the contrary, the 
newly elected prime minis- 
ter gave new energy and 


new impetus to the effort to 
establish the bank,” the 
Israeli sources asserted. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has so far strongly 
favoured the creation of the 
Middle East Development 
Bank, but the funds for the 
start-up capital, in addition 
to not having been included 
in the foreign aid bill, were 
not even pan of the House 
. of Representatives' foreign 
aid proposed legislation for 
next year. 

Refusing to elaborate fur- 
ther on this issue, sources at 
the U.S. Embassy in 
Amman told the Jordan 
Times that “the U.S. stand 
will be clarified in the 
course of further meetings 
and contacts with the new 
Israeli government and will 
be more clearly shaped 
after the November presi- 
dential elections.” 


U.S. to extend $200m 
soft loan to Jordan 

By Caroline Faraj and Mahmoud Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan times 

Amman — The United States has agreed to grant a S200 mil- 
lion soft loan to finance Ionian's indents from the U.S., Finance 
Minister MarwanAwad said Friday . 

The ioan ) which. wiH be provided by the U.S. Import - Export 
Bank , was initially approved during the joint Jondanan-Amen- 
can committee meetings held in April in Washington. 

In a statement to the Jordan Times, Me Awad said the total 
Jordanian debts have been brought down to $63 billion after die 
writing off by some countries of$773,millioa of Jordan's debts. 
He ff&d foe United States has written off $637 million of Jor- 
dan’s debts to the ILS. and both Britain and France have written 
off $71 and $65 million respectively. He noted that Jordan was 
currently involved in negotiations and contacts with creditor 
countries to transfer a proportion of Jordan’s total debt to invest- 
mem projects amounting to 4.5 per cent of the total debt. 

Ml Awad said Jordan has been able to transfer $287 million of 
its debts to investments and national projects. In this regard, he 
referred to the announcement by France’s Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette, during his visit to Jordan last week, that his 
country bad agreed on swapping of $137 million, representing 
53 per cent of Jordan’s debts, into investment projects in the 
Kingdom. 

He said that the debt swap is usually arranged through bilat- 
eral agreements by identifying investment projects and methods 
of implementation. 


Sri Lanka 6 will have to forego certain China asks to join future Middle 
subsidies for the sake of the country’ East Development Bank 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan President Chandri- 
ka Bandaranaike Kumar- 
atunga has told her people 
to be ready for sacrifices, 
including a cut in food sub- 
sidies, if the war against 
Tamil rebels is to be won. 

“We cannot have free 
goodies and win the war at 
the same time,” Ms. Kum- 
aratunga said on television 
amid an upsurge of vio- 
lence in the 13-year-long 
conflict that has been cost- 
ing the country five per cent 
of its annual income. 

Ms. Kumaratunga said on 
television that war expendi- 
tures had punched a gaping 
hole in last November's 
defence budget, which had 
already been exceeded by 
10 billion rupees ($181 mil- 


lion). 

“We have come to a cru- 
cial stage where we have to 
decide between the future 
of the countiy and subsidies 
and handouts,” Ms. Kum- 
aratunga said. “We will 
have to forego certain sub- 
sidies for the sake of the 
country," she said. 

Officials said Thursday 
the government was consid- 
ering a supplementary bud- 
get ahead of the next annu- 
al budget due in November 
to seek more funds. 

The state-run Daily News 
quoted Ms. Kumaratunga 
as listing the subsidies that 
may have to be cut. 

These included seven bil- 
lion rupees ($127 million) 
on wheat flour, 1.5 billion 
rupees ($27 million) on fer- 


tilisers and a government 
stipend for the poor costing 
eight billion rupees ($145 
million). 

Financial markets reacted 
cautiously to Ms. Kuma- 
ratunga’s remarks. 

“If the annual flour sub- 
sidy of seven to eight bil- 
lion rupees is removed, the 
10 billion rupee cost over- 
run of the war can easily be 
funded with little impact on 
interest rates,” said a Stan- 
dard Chartered dealer. 

The Colombo stock mar- 
ket has been largely unaf- 
fected. 

“Small retail investors 
who have been active may 
slow down after the presi- 
dent said some subsidies 
will have to go if we are to 
win the war,” a trader at 


John Keells said. 

Continuing violence, esp- 
ecially attacks in Colombo, 
are denting government 
efforts to attract investment, 
and the important tourist 
industry is also hurting. 

Nature isn’t helping. 
Drought has reduced water 
levels in reservoirs to dan- 
gerously low levels, forcing 
the government to impose 
daily power cuts. 

Even before this month’s 
rise in violence, deputy 
finance minister G.L. Peiris 
said military spending this 
year could be seven or eight 
billion rupees ($127 million 
or $145 million) more than 
the originally estimated 38 
billion rupees ($690 mil- 
lion) budgeted for 1996. 


CAIRO (AFP) — China 
has asked to join the future 
Middle East Development 
Bank which is due to be 
launched in November 
1997, a senior Egyptian of- 
ficial said in remarks pu- 
blished Thursday. 

“China has put in a 
request to join the bank, 
and has been supported” by 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority, said Rauf Saad, 
who is in charge of eco- 
nomic affairs at the foreign 
minister. 

“This request will be 
studied in the first meeting 
of the working group” ta- 
sked with supervising the 
creation of the bonk, which 
was approved at an annual 
Middle East Economic Su- 


mmit in Jordan last Novem- 
ber. 

He said the working 
group would meet in sever- 
al weeks and that progress 
to set up the bank would be 
reviewed at the next region- 
al economic summit in Cai- 
ro this November. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak refused to con- 
firm that this year’s confer- 
ence would go ahead on the 
scheduled date after he met 
last week with Israel’s 
hardline new Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Mr. Saad said: “The resu- 


mption of the peace process 
on the Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks will 
work in the favour of hold- 
ing ibis conference, and 
will ensure more appropri- 
ate conditions.” 

The Amman conference 
decided that the bank 
should be based in Cairo. 
The bank, with a capital of 
$5 billion, is to back reg- 
ional infrastructure projects 
and promote private sector 
development in the Middle 
East 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


; — i r-r ■ ■ ■ — — 

Kuwait foreign jobless rale .grows | the better half. " By oi^.n 


KUWAIT (R) — Unem- 
ployment among expatri- 
ates in the wealthy Gulf 
state of Kuwait rose to 17.1 
per cent in 1995 from 16.7 
per cent in 1994, planning 
ministry statistics published 
by foe Arab Times Wednes- 
day showed. The jobless 
rate among Kuwaitis fell to 
1.4 per cent in 1995 from 


15 per cent in 1994, the 
English-language newspa- 
per said, without giving the 
actual numbers of jobless. 

Most foreigners are men- 
ial or clerical workers hired 
on contract from Arab co- 
untries, principally Egypt 
and Syria, and from Asia, 
mainly India, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, Sri lanka and the 


Philippines. There is also a 
sizeable Iranian Communi- 
ty- 

Members of parliament 
have said unemployment is 
largely the result of an ille- 
gal trade in visas that lures 
migrants from poor coun- 
tries on promises of jobs 
that do not exist. 


THE Daily Crossword by Philip J. Anderson 



ACROSS 
1 Type of party 
5 Kid’s marble 
10 Stable occupant 

14 Killer whale 

15 Involving the 
moon 

16 Addict 

17 Ringlet 

18 Two-masted 
sailing ship 

20 Discipline, in a 
way 

22 French river 

23 Ages and 
ages 

24 San — . 
Capistrano 

25 Settlement 
28 River 

transporter 

32 Dress shape 

33 To shelter 

34 Fury 

35 Penpoints 

36 Ginger cookies 

37 Pack gear 

38 First lady 

39 Allen and 
Conway 

40 Foolish folks 

41 Assign to 
obscurity 

44 More treasured 

45 Bright star 

46 Pealed 

47 New Zealand 
aborigine 

49 Curved timbers 
53 Certain ship 

55 Pelvic bones 

56 "I cannot tell — ■" 

57 Errand runner 

58 * — Dimittis" 

59 Foxx 

60 Lucerne resident 

61 Oddball 

DOWN 

1 Hit 

2 Loyal 

3 Ranch measure 

4 Three-masted 
sailing ships 

5 NY city 

6 Spiritual 
teachers 


Pi 12 13 |4 


5 16 [7 |8 19 


110 111 112 113 


|2S |26 127 


1 29 |30 J31 


“At work there’s this guy we always 
make fun of because he’s such a 
loser. Today I found out it’s me.” 


Peanuts 

„ /someday, rerun, \ 

! / THIS 15 WHERE 1 

1 /you’ll be STANDING, 

f JUST LIKE THE 
J— *- l REST OF U5, 

1 \ waiting FOR THE / 

IrrtV SCHOOL BUS.. A 


SULPH 


MHgwllmnna 

KWISH 


GANTOU 


DUSHOL 


Answer hem : I 




TVtCOE NOISED 
FROM COYOTES 
SOUNDED LIKE 

Now arrange trie circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FORAY COWER PSYCHE UQUOR 
Answer: What the cruise ship owner considered the 
river- HIS CASH FLOW 




50 51 52 




Andy Capp 



' if r hide \ 

UNDER MY 
BED, THEY'LL 
NEVER 
FIND ME! y 
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THURSDAY’S PUZZLE SOLVED 


O 1XMMGN 

OIST BVSWDCAT10N IMTEHUTKMAL NOMTH 

mho syhocats me 


7 Blue dye 

8 Playground 
game 

9 Deletions 

10 Open rebellion 

11 A — able 

12 M. Coty 

13 Before 
19 Approach 
21 Sharpen 

24 Army vehicles 

25 Wickerwork 
worker 

26 — drab 

27 Slander 

26 Sweetheart 

29 Ceremonial 
headdress 

30 Came up 

31 Not as old 
33 — Bryant, 

singer 

36 Scaffolds 

37 Made for ocean 
voyages 

40 Fellow 
42 Summoned 
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THArtS BETTER. 
DON* WE ALL? 


mtr»\ 


THE TRUTH BS , 

S’rOURCXUM J 

7 HM9RS Hf 


SjO L 
i Im ¥j 

KJOIR 
jD I 
WIO 0 
aIrM 
rMoi 
PJA|r| 

Iff E 


R Aij 

U|s[s! 

R|0|wi 
A N A' 

LIE] HI 

M I T 
A D E 
LEX 
I S T 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


1 blDNT KNOW VfcHJ NAD 
ALL THESE TROPHIES/ f 


A BEAR WITH A ^ 
BOUQUET OF FLOWERS? 





I GOT HIM 
DURING THE 
MATING / 
l SEASON/ J 


43 “P.retty Woman" 
co-star 

44 Librarian's 
stamps 

46 Ancient letters 

47 Macho 

48 Gobi-like 


49 Favorite name 
for a poodle? 

50 Hint 

51 Cattle, old style 

52 Fire 

53 Ingot 

54 Drag 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY, JULY - 
27, 1996 * 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) There is an 
opportunity to improve 
your financial status 
today, so be- sure to act on 
it quickly. Get busy put- 
ting your ideas to work 
on some important pro- 
jects with the assistance 
of some fellow associ- 
ates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
' May 21) Tf you use a dif- 
ferent method of opera- 
tion in business today 
you can get far better 
results than you had 
anticipated. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to get together with 
fellow associates on 
some new project. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) The celestial 
aspects of today can be 
helpful in getting an 
important contact more 
agreeable with your own 
views in the r morning. 
This evening can be good 
if you use some sugges- 
tions made by knowl- 
edgeable persons for your 
duties. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Be more 
efficient at your regular 
career activities and 
make big headway with 
them. Later this evening 
steer clear of one who is^ 
tricky and who has some 
ideas which may not be 
beneficial to you over all 
plans for success. 

LEO: (July 22 io August 
21) Study the many dif- 
ferent ways to gain your 
creative aims today and 
choose the best of' such. 
Be careful of your health 
and do whatever you 
have to do so chat you are 
not going to get sick in 
the days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study 
your home well and plan 
now to improve it in die 
morning today. Don’t be 
ex travagarji^wbere plea- 


sured concerned or you 
' could find yourself snort 
of funds when the need 
arises in the days ahead. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) With the 
celestial aspects in place 
today handle communi- 
cations and travelling 
intelligently and you willf 
get good results. Later 
this evening you will be 
able to complete some 
important new project if 
you consult tirith a big- 
wig. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Plan 
how to have -a greater 
income today and be 
careful in spending 
money. After a busy day, 
a close friend could prove 
disappointing so you 
should handle any career 
related activities on your 
own and trust your judg- 
ment. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
This is a good day today 
to go after your personal 
aims and gain them with 
much success. Be careful 
in the handling of finan- 
cial affairs at this time 
and you will notice some 
additional funds flowing 
in your direction. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Ge: 
together quietly with big- 
wigs today and know* 
your true position witij 
them. Your friends could 
be unreliable tonight so 
handle any new projects 
by yourself and trust your 
own instincts for the days 
ahead 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
with persons who make 
you happy today and who 
are also helpful in gain- 
ing your personal desires 
for your success. This 
evening will be good for 
you to nave some fun out 
on the town with some 
close friends. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You can 
advance today by joining 
with bigwigs' in any pub- 
lic affairs, so get at this 
early. Later tonight be of 
assistance to a confused 
close friend and he or she 
will appreciate your kindjf 
gesture of support. 

Birthstone of July: Ru- 
by — Tiger’s Eye. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 

Jordan Export Development Corporation 
evaluates viability of commercial centres 

** THE JORDAN Export Development and Commercial Centres Corporation is cur- 
rently conducting an evaluation of the commercial centres affiliated to it in foreign 
countries in light of the economic developments in the world, especially the trade liber- 
alisation, and the agreements to be signed soon on joining the World Trade Organisation 
and the partnership with Europe. According to Bashar tOiasawneh, director of promo- 
tion and commercial centres at the corporation, the developments and economic relations 
between Jordan and the countries where the commercial centres are situated, have neces- 
sitated a comprehensive evaluation of these centres. 

Mr. Kbasawneh said the corporation has closed the commercial centres in 
Tripoli/Libya and Casablanca/Morocco because the objective of these two centres was 
accomplished in promoting Jordanian industries and products. “The products are well- 
established in the countries and, as such, there is no justification to continue operating 
the two centres,” he added. 

The corporation is also reconsidering the viabiliry of its centres in Washington and in 
Moscow in view of the intention to set up a Jordanian trade house in the Russian capi- 
tal, Mr. Khasawneh said, noting that “there are studies to open other new commercial 
centres in Belgium, Algeria, Damascus and Beirut.” 

Mr. Khasawneh said a commercial centre and a permanent exhibition for Jordanian 
industrial products will soon be opened in Dubai. He explained that the centre will be 
like a trade house showing samples of various Jordanian industrial goods to be exported 
to all pans of the world. The centre, according to Mr. Khasawneh. will benefit of the 
position of Dubai as centre for international trade. 

By dosing the centres in Libya and Morocco, the corporation is left with only eight 
centres in Tunis, Cairo, Khartoum, Sanaa, Muscat, Baghdad, Moscow and Washington. 

The corporation is now preparing to participate in a number of international fairs that 
will be held next month in Frankfurt, Damascus. Tashkent (Uzbekistan). Jordan will also 
participate in the Gem (Belgium) fair in September and in the Islamic trade fair that will 
be held in Jakarta (Indonesia) in October.(AJ dustour) 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Ratoia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel; 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 / 
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Egerszegi, Popov swim into history 






ATLANTA (R) — Krisztina 
Egerszegi and Alexander 
Popov performed rare 
Olympic feats and games 
heroine Janet Evans said 
goodbye to swimming on a 
memorable evening in the 
pool Thursday. 

Hungary's Egerszegi 
claimed an historic fifth 
gold and became only the j£ : 
second swimmer to win a 
single individual event at 
three Olympics with a 
majestic victory in the 
women's 200 metres back- 
stroke in which no rival 

came dose to challenging . . . . . , . , 

her Hungary's Rnsztma Egerszegi celebrates a gold medal 

Russia's Popov, supreme win in women’s 200m backstroke competition (Reuters 
in sprint freestyle for the photo) 
past five years, pipped 
American rival Gary Hall 
for the second time in four 
days, winning the 50 metres 
freestyle and becoming the 
first man to win the 50 and 
100 titles at two successive 
Olympics. 

Evans was never in with a 
realistic chance of winning 
the 800 metres freestyle for 
the third consecutive 
Olympics but the American 
was hailed by her successor 
Brooke Bennett as “the 
queen of distance swim- 
ming.” 

It was left to Egerszegi to 
pull oft the triple and match 
the feat accomplished previ- 
ously only by Australian 
Dawn Fraser, who won the 
100 metres freestyle in 
1956 , 1960 and 1964. 

Egerszegi is the first 
swimmer to amass five indi- 
vidual Olympic swimming 
titles, having won her first at 
just 14 in the 1988 Seoul 
Games and completed a 
1992 triple in the 100 and 
200 backstroke and 400 
individual medley. 

“Five gold medals — all 
of them are very nice but 
naturally the last was the 
best one,” said Egerszegi. 

She won by a vast margin 

/^erican S ^ D< \oiitnev Rnssian Olympic gold medalist swimmer Aleksandr 

Popov raises his bouquet as he acknowledges the crowd 

sSSSSS essSMssr***'” 1 

Strug’s 10-second leap could bring) 


ATLANTA (R) — Andy 
Warhol said everyone 
would be famous for 15 
minutes. Gymnast Kerri 
Strug took just 10 seconds 
to vault to a fame that could 
last a lifetime. 

President Bill Clinton 
phoned her, television talk 
shows queued up for inter- 
views and sponsors say she 
could earn up to $5 million. 
Life will never be the same 
again. 

All this because of a brief 
moment of what Clinton 
called “miraculous” 

courage when she complet- 
ed a near perfect vault on 
Monday night to clinch a 
gold medal for the U.S. 
Team despite the searing 
pain of a sprained ankle. 

“It has been on amazing 
24 hours." said her father, 
heart surgeon Burt Strug. 
“We have experienced every 
emotion you can name," he 
told CNN television. 

Her mother Melanie want- 
ed the fiercely driven little 
perfectionist to be a balleri- 
na. Instead she picked the 
gruelling world of gymnas- 
tics. “We were devastated. 
We thought that was ridicu- 
lous. She’s our baby," she 
said. 

The New York “limes said 
of the leap that secured the 
U.S. Gymnasts their first 
women’s team medal: “the 
summer Olympics achieved 
its highest, most emotional, 
most poignant moment." 

“She is the owner of the 
most scrutinised sprained 
ankle in the land,” USA 
Today said in a cover story. 

Strug has rocketed from 
relative obscurity to face the 
insatiable curiosity of the 
flag-waving American 
media. 


victory thoroughly pre- 
dictable. 

The men’s 200 metres 
individual medley also 
brought gold for Hungary, 
but Attila Czene’s victory 
over F innis h world champi- 
on Jani Sievinen was an 
utter surprise. 

In the presence of 
President Clinton, The 
United States took their title 
tally to 10. with Bennett 
w innin g the opening 800 
freestyle and an American 
quartet prevailing in the 
closing women’s 4x200 
freestyle relay, making it 
five relays out of five for the 
host nation. 

Evans, twice world cham- 
pion and twice Olympic 
champion in the 800, could 
manage only sixth place, 
more than 1 1 seconds 
behind Bennett. 

But 16-year-old Bennett' 
gracefully declined to 
assume pre- e mine nce. “I 
think Janet will always be 
the queen of distance swim- 
ming,” she said. 

*lt’s nice to be respected 
but it’s even nicer to hear 
that from someone who’s 
just won an Olympic gold 
medal," Evans responded. 

Evans, triple chimipion at 
the 1988 Seoul Games in 
the 400 and 800 metres 
freestyle and 400 individual 
medley, had the satisfaction 
of leaving the sport with her 
400 and 800 freestyle world 
records intact 

Bennett won in eight min- 
utes 27.89 seconds, more 
than 1 1 seconds outside the 
1989 world mark of evans, 
with Germany's Dagmar 
Hase second (8:29.91) and 
Kirsten Vlieghuis of the 
Netherlands third (8:30.84). 

“Records are made to be 
broken but every year that 
passes 1 get a little more 
possessive of them." Evans 
said. • - 

If : ft ■•'1 

•k *, far, afct- • 

ame for life 
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President Clinton, first lady Hillary (rear) and daughter Chelsea (left, rear) pose with 
the U.S. women's gymnastics team in Atlanta, From left to right: Jaycie Phelps, 
Shannon Miller, Dominique Dawes, Amy Chow, Dominique Moceanu, Kerri Strug 
and Amanda Borden. The Clintons came to Atlanta to watch the gymnastics compe- 
tition (Reuters photo) 


One talk show host asked 
the 18-year-old “how are 
you?” 

“Fine, I just talked to Bill 
Clinton." 

‘'What does it feel like to 
talk to the president? - ’ 

“I never had that opportu- 
nity before." 

Dozens of new doors are 
opening for Strug, a virtual 
unknown long in the shad- 
ow of more famous team- 
mates. 

Before Atlanta. Strug 
expressed the modest ambi- 
tion to attend UCLA college 
in California and compete 
on its gymnastic team. 


She had no agent, accept- 
ed no appearance fees. 

What she said in an inter- 
view before the games has 
become ironic history now. 

“Unless you’re Mary Lou 
Retton. in the right place at 
the right time with the right 
personality, you're not 
going to be on a wheatie 
box and have all these 
endorsements. Your educa- 
tion will last you your 
whole life.” 

. Retton was the darling of 
the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles where she won the 
women's all-round. 

Strug is now racing 


against time to be fit for 
next week's individual 
events. 

She made the Barcelona 
Olympics team at the age of 
13 under the wing of coach 
Bela Karolyi, a svengali to 
some, a sporting genius to 
others. After he swept her 
up and on to the podium, he 
captured the essence of a 
sport that has itself become 
a media star "Those frag- 
ile-looking but lion-hearted 
kids are capable of doing 
tilings that nobody can 
believe. Kerri has come a 
Jong way.” 




r . • . 


United States 4 x 200m women’s freestyle relay team 
swimmers (left to right): Sheila Taormina, Trina 
Jackson and Cristina Teuscher celebrate poolside after 
their gold medal effort in Atlanta. Final relay swimmer 
Jenny Thompson finishes below them in the water 
(Reuters photo) 






USA swimmer Brooke Bennett shows off her. gold 
medal after winning the women's 800 meter final. 
Bennett won with a time of 8:27.89 (Reuters photo) 

Tunisian loses match 
for: usii)gT>a»ned glue 


ATLANTA (AFP) • — - 
Tunisia’s Sonia Touati 
became the first player at 
the Olympics to fall foul of 
table tennis’ strict glue poli- 
cy on Thursday. 

Her bat was tested just 
minutes before she was due 
to play Taeko Todo of Japan 
and the concentration of 
vapour was found to be too 
high. Todo was given a 
walkover and Touati’s bat 
was confiscated. 

The International Table 
Tennis Federation (1TTF) 
allows players to use two 
types of glue to stick rub- 
bers. The more toxic sub- 
stances can add to the spin 
and speed put on the boll by 
more than 20 per cent. 

South Korea's Kim Taek- 
Soo was disqualified from 


the men’s singles at last 
year’s world championship 
in China for using a banned 
glue. 

‘Touati’s name was 
drawn at random to have 
her bat tested but she did 
not appear," said Bas Den 
Breejen, the chairman of 
the it T h media committee. 
“Her bat was tested just 
before she was due at the 
table and the concentration 
of vapour was found to be 
too high - it was like bicycle 
glue. 

"The bat was confiscated 
and she forfeited the match. 
But she will be able to play 
her next game with another 
bat." 


What they're saying at the Olympics 

ATLANTA (ATP) — What people are saying at the Atlanta 
Olympics: 

+ "Thps is a kid that’s 19-years-old and he's taking it real 
hard especially at this kind of level. It’s not like he's been 
at this level every other day ' tike the Cubans have. Right 
now.it 's the end of the world for him ” — American boxing 
coach Al Mitchel explaining bantamweight Zakir 
Raheem s churlish behaviour after being beaten. 

* “I his turn with four or five combinations in a row, / 

know / won the fight. Great champions have be beaten in 
the 'Olympic games and I plan to go into the pro game and 
dominate ." — American welterweight Fernando Mtrgas 
after losing to Romanian Marian Simian. ■ ■ 

* ’’Being world champion and world record holder is 
wonderful bra I know from the feeling inside me just haw 
much bigger this is compared with anything else " —T riple 
jionper Jonathan Edwards on how important an Olympic 
gold medal is to him. 

* “He Should not have done that. He is biased and killed 
her chances of reaching the last 16. It is disgraceful 
NorthsKorean Official 's opinion of the ■ Hong Kong umpire 
■who deducted three points from North Korean table, tennis 
star Kim Hyang-Mi for grunting. 

?“Wetoldher we were very proud of her and (hat it was 
'a very brave and courageous. thing she did and she should 
renumber that for the rest of her life" —Kerri Strug's 
mother on . her daughters decision id- finish competing in 
the gymnastics despite having a severly sprained ankle. 



Olympics schedule for Saturday . July 27 




Women's heptathlon, 100 
hurdles 

Men’s 800, 1st round 
Women’s heptathlon, high 
jump 

Women’s 800, 1st round 
Women's hammer throw, 
qualifying 

Women's heptathlon, shot 
put 

Men's triple jump, finals 
Women's 100, semifinals 
Men’s 100, semifinals 
Men’s 400. 2nd round 
Women's javelin throw, 
finals 

Women's 400, 2nd round 
Women's 100, finals 
Men’s 100, finals 
Women's heptathlon, 200 
Women's 10,000 1st round 
BASEBALL 
Nicaragua vs. Japan 
Cuba vs. Italy 
U.S. vs. Australia 


(Women) 

Zaire vs. South Korea 
Ukraine vs. Cuba 
Japan vs. Italy 
China vs. Brazil 
Australia vs. U.S. 

Russia vs. Canada 
BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
Men's semifinals 
Women's gold and bronze 
medal match 
BOXING 

Featherweight, light mid- 
dleweight, and super 
heavyweight 2nd round 
CANOE & KAYAK 


Men’s sprint, 8th place to 
semifinals 

Women’s individual pur- 
suit. semifinals 
Men’s team pursuit, semifi- 
nals and finals 
Women’s sprint, finals 

Women's platform, semifi- 
nals and finals 


Open, team dressage 1st 
and 2nd round 


Men's 50-raetre free rifle 
three position, prelims to 
finals 

Men’s skeet, prelims to 

finals 

SOCCER 

Men's quarterfinals 

SOFTBALL 

Australia vs. Canada 

Netherlands vs. Puerto 

Rico 

U.S. vs. China 
Japan vs. Taiwan 


Men’s singles, prelims 
Women’s singles, 2nd 
round 

Men’s doubles, quarterfi- 
nals 

Women’s doubles, semifi- 
nals 


fMdh) — ** 

European champion vs. 
Algeria 

Switzerland vs. Kuwait 
Sweden vs. Russia 
Germany vs. Egypt 
Croatia vs. U.S. 

France vs. Cuba 
TE NN IS 

Men’s and women's sin- f» 
gles, 3rd round 
Men’s and Women’s dou- 
bles, 2nd round 

YQUJSyRAXJU 

(Men) 

Russia vs. Italy 
Yugoslavia vs. Netherlands 
Argentina vs. Cuba 
Bulgaria vs. Poland 
Brazil vs. U.S. 

South Korea vs. Tunisia 


WAJUEJK fULU T 

6th-place to semif inals Ipfirh;] Oml *7 

WEIGHTLIFTING * * L« i L MU II 


Men's 91kg, Group B 
Men's 91kg. Group A finals 
YACHTING 

Men's Mistral and 
Women’s Mistral 7rh and 
8th races; Men’s 470 and 
Women’s 470 5th and 6th 
race: Men's Finn final 


Judo gold for France 

ATLANTA (AFP) — Marie Claire Restoux of France beat 
South Korea's up-and-coming Hyun Sook-Hee on points 
for the women's 52-kilo featherweight gold medal at the 
Atlanta Olympics on Thursday. 

The 1993 world champion. Legna Verdecia of Cuba, out- 
pointed 

Barcelona Olympic gold medallist Almudena Munoz of 
Spain to win a bronze medal. 

Japan's Noriko Sugawara floored former European 
champion Larysa Krause of Poland for a knockout ippon to 
take the other bronze medal. 

After the narrow win a relieved Restoux. 28. the 1995 
world champion and this year’s European champion, 
bounced for joy and leapt into her coach’s arms. 

Hyun. 23, won her first international title at the 
Hiroshima Asian Games in 1994 and took the World 
Sudent Games gold last year. 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 
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CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

Adel Imam stars in 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 

Sleeping in Honey 

Dumb and Dumber 

BRAVEHEART 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 

winner of 6 Academy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Awards 


BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 

Toy Story 

■ 5:00 p.m 

Shows: 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 


fimmmm Theatre & Cinema 

. V ; TEL:'618274 r 818275 . . / ' 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabitfr 




PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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Italy's F rancese Borolozzi-Borella scores winning touch against Romania’s La lira 
Badea during Womens Team Foil Fencing at the Georgia World Congress Center. 
Italy won gold (Reuters photo) . 
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. Br azilian Ivan Pinheiro attempts to score as the bail flies towards Egypt’s Ahmed All, 
July 25 during their men’s handball match at the Georgia World Congress Centre. 
Egypt defeated Brazil 31-20 (Reuters photo) 

Tearful end for American gymnasts 


^ i- 


W for Franc* 


ATLANTA fR) — More than 
four years’ wonh of emotion 
poured out of American gym- 
nasts Shannon Miller and 
Dominique Dawes -on Thurs- 
day, moments after each lost 
their chance of the Olympic 
all-round tide during their 
' floor exercises routines. 

Both made mistakes and 
both- burst into tears immedi- 
ately after coming off the mat 
knowing the dream was over. 

■ Dawes was leading at the 
rime and she knew immedi- 
ately her challenge was over. 
The tears started flowing even 
before her floor score of 9.00 


was posted. 

Poor exercises also spelled 
the end for Miller, all-round 
silver medallist in Barcelona 
four years ago. She stepped- 
out-of-bounds on her last 
pass, a full-twisting double 
back somersault, scored 
9.475. and finished eighth. 


Lilia Podkopayeva of 
Ukraine won the women’s 
individual all-round gymnas- 
tics gold medal . Gina Gogean 
of Romania took the silver 
and fellow Romanians 
Simona Amanar and Lavinia 
. Milosoviti tied for third place 
to each win a bronze. 


Why Atlanta 
stars are 
asking for 
double 
trouble ; 


ATLANTA (AFP) — A 
siring of the wprid’s’top ath^ 
letics stars 'are asking for 
double trouble at the Atlanta 
Olympics.* 

Many, according to their, 
rivals, will regret the deci- 
sion. 

Michael Johnson heads 

the list of competitors taking 

up the challenge of trying to 
win two individual titles, 
something.no one managed 
. at Barcelona four years ago. 
The American takes pride 
of place among the con;- 
■ tenders if only because- tbe 
entire games programme 
had to be redrafted to 
accommodate’ him. 

No man has ever won tbe 
200 and 400m titles. John- 
son, however, produced the 
perfect dress rehearsal at the 
world champ‘i6h£hTpS"']ast 
year. 

Butch Reynolds, the 400m 
world record holder, and 
Frankie Fredericks, the 
world silver medalist who 
will himself- attempt a 
1 00/200m double, have, .both 
questioned whether the 
schedule should have been 
changed for one person. ') 
Ethiopian Haile Gebrese- 
lassie -and Wang Junxfa of 
China, , the world’s premier - 
distance runners will also 
stand out among others. 

Both are lined up for a 
5,000m and 10,000m double 
and both will have phenom- 
enal problems to overcome, 
with the humidity and the 
bone-hard surface at tbe 
Atlanta centennial stadium 
counting heavily ' . against 
them. . 

Moroccan rival Khalid 
Skah warns: “I don’t think 
be can manage to do it. I 
think it’s very tough to try it, 
and there are a lot of people 
running very fast" 

Jackie Joyner- Kersee, 

meanwhDe,vtbe World ^ bcst 
female all-round athlete, is 
bidding to compete for both 
long jump and- heptathlon 
for the' fourth Olympics la a 
row. 

She managed tbe double 
in Seoul eight years ago and 
went close with a gold and 
bronze in Barcelona. But a . 
second place in the U.S. 
heptathlon trials and a heav- 
ily-bandaged performance ' 
in the long jump suggests 
her body could rebel this • 

time. 

At least she made the start- 
ing line. Germany^ Heike 
Drechsler, with the same 
double on her mind, picked 
up a training injury and 
never recovered. 

American Gail Devers has 
also been dogged by-injuries 
this .year but believes she 
could retain her Barcelona 
100m title' while also 
attempting tbe hurdles — a 
double, she would have car- 
ried off four years ago if she 
bad not fallen- over the final 
hurdle. . * 

Meric ne Ottey, like Fred-'- 
ericks, will attempt a sprint 
double.' ' 


Jordan’s judo disqualification 
— more to it than meets the eye 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe mystery surrounding - die disqualifica- 
tion of one of Jordan’s athletes at tbe-Adahta Olympics is 
unfolding with both athlete and coach confessing to iireg- 
ularities connected ‘with die case, 

Walid A1 Awazem, who carried the Jordanian flag at the 
opening ceremony, was supposed to represent the King- 
dom in Judo’s. 94-kilogramme category but was disquali- 
fied when he failed to show up at the pre-competition 
weigh-in last -Sunday. Officials and unofficial ^details 
however Show that die. Awazem case goes' beybnd the 
weigh-in blunder . 

While officials and sports fans in Amman followed tbe 

event at a Joss of who to blame for the flaw which cost 
Jordan a chance to compete in the discipline for the first 
time, a statement -by Minister of Youth Mohammad 
Daoudieh now in Atlanta gave a series of surprising 
details which point out to deceitful actions on the part of 
Awazem and his coach Khaled A1 Rifai. - 
. As it turned out, a routine. medical check of Jordanian 
athletes in the Olympic village showed Awazem to be 
suffering from injury which had required medication and 
physiotherapy for four days prior' to the competition. 

As the competition drew nearer, disturbing facts began 
to surface with Awazem telling delegation officials that 
the coach, a U.S. resident assigned by the Jordan Judo 
Federation (JJF). to oversee the player for financial rea- 
sons, had actually been. his student -and was less-experi- 
enced than him. 

When tbe head of Jordan’s delegation Dr. Ismat A1 
Kurdi told Awazem that the .draw had put him in con- 
tention with a world class Dutch champion, the player 
was evidently disturbed. 

On tbe day of tbe competition, Dr. Kurdi- made sure 


• both players and coach went to the weigh-in early; they 
first went to the venue but were told to go to the Olympic 
Village. Although they had time to go back, they appar- 
ently chose not to and missed the official weigh-in which 
led to Awazem's disqualification. The minister of youth 
contacted the International Judo Federation to enable the 
player to participate thinking that there was a mix-up. It 
turned out that coach Rifai had signed the set of regula- 
tions and weigh-in times on three different occasions and 
was clearly aware of the rules. 

Tbe coach explained that he had not carefully read the 
latest set of regulations and admitted be was responsible 
for Awazem being late for the weigh in. 

And the story does not end there. 

As if turns- out, a test run in Amman on the physical fit- 
. ness of Awazem on July 7 showed that he needed to 
improve his fitness which was below average. Further- 
more, Awazem’s medical tests in Atlanta made it clear 
that die player bad concealed a recent injury, sustained 
most probably during his training period in Syria before 
departure. 

Another puzzling point is tbe fact that Awazem, who 
had suggested to die Jordan Judo Federation and the Jor- 
dan Olympic Committee (JOC) to name Rifai', his coach 
- while knowing that he was not qualified for the job. 

Even more disturbing is the fact that A1 Awazem was 
not the player slated to represent Jordan in judo. 

JOC Technical Committee chairman Awwad Haddad 
told the Jordan Times Friday that his committee had 
received the names of two players Yousef Sa’di and 
Awazem. Tbe judo federation put Sa’di first and Awazem 
second. 

“ I was surprised to find out that Awazera was the one 
who got the chance to go. Sa’di had priority because he 
was better qualified. I cannot understand what happened 
when the JOC sent the applications,” he said. - 


Women’s Basketball Championship 

Jazireh score big win over Orthodoxi 


By Aleen Bannayan . 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom’s reigning women’s- 
basketball champions A1 
Jazireh Thursday displayed . 
why they were the" 
favourites to keep their title 
in the three^ team competi- 
tion when they beat former 
champs AJ Orthodoxi 72- 
54. 

The match, held at Ortho- 
doxi ’s court was almost 

marced-by. a high n umb er of Jumana Salt] rebounding 

fouls and constant protests • and scoring to expand her 


game’s officials as it 
brought together a promis- 
ing combination of tbe 
Kingdom’s senior and 
junior national team players 
who fought it out in until 
the final moment’s of the 
match as A1 Jazireh opened 
their 7-point lead from to 
' 59-52 to win by an 18-point 
margin at 72-54. 

A1 Jazireh were' repre- 
sented by a strong lineup 
who got a boost with the 
participation of centre' 


of the level of refereeing by 
the players and coaches of 
both teams 

. However, the match was a 
delight to watch for tbe 


* - team's lead at the end of tbe 

• both halves of the match. 

A1 Orthodoxi’s young 
lineup, however, are to be 
commended for their play.* 


The team is playing without 
its leading senior players 
for the first time and are 
mostly under-18 players 
who played in the - Asian 
championship recently. 

A1 • Jazireh led 29-23 
before a final three minute 
surge led by centres Salt! 
and Rama Husseini put 
them ahead 37-28 at half- 
time. 

A1 Jazireh expanded their 
lead 47-32 through star for- 
ward Suhair Makusi . before 
two consecutive, three 
pointers by Al Orthodoxi’s 
promising Rawan Khouli 
narrowed the gap to 47-41. 

With six minutes remain- 
ing A1 Orthodoxi were trail- 
ing by ten points 52-42 and 


narrowed the gap to 55-48 
scoring by Hind 41 Ghouri 
and Yara Kheir. 

However, with Salti join- 
ing the action in the last 4 
minutes A1 Jazireh 
outscored their opponents 
174 with Said scoring 10 
to end tbe match 72-54. 

The defeat was A1 Ortho- 
doxi’s second after they lost 
-to— AI Ahli-ia-the openings 
match 69-63. f * 

A1 Jazireh meet A1 Abli in 
the final match of the first 
round Sunday. 


BtLtft FOB REfPic 

Spacious 3 bedrooms, two-storey| 
villa with garden in Safoiit, Suweileh. 
Furnished or unfurnished. ■ 

Contact: 06/786365, Farouq. 


For Rent 

Roof With A View In Tla' Al Ali Area 
Fully furnished, 3' bedroom, living .dining, 
independent central heating, telephone 
& lift. Reasonable rent. 

Call Tel. 826849 or 642467 



Deluxe Finishing . 

Parking spaces 

Khalidi Hospital Rd.4*Circle Jabal Amman 
Renta) spaces .from 50 m 2 . 

Brand new Building 


DON'T MISS 

360° PANORAMIC VIEW OF AMMAN 
SKYLINE FLATS TO LET 


Available for immediate occupation, unfur- 
nished flats in the prestigious location of Al- 
Rabieh, close to the 5th Circle, only 5 spacious 
flats overlooking Amman, at reasonable rents. 

For Inspection and information contact Tel. 602632, 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. ' 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

4th Circle, Bou Median Str., opposite 
Prime Ministry, 2 bedrooms, .2 bathrooms, 
2 receptions, dining room, garden with 
private entrance. 

Call 777916, 674935 


H FOFTRENT 

•Furnished ground floor apartment in- a single 
floor house. "Consisting of two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, L-shapea living dining- room, 
independent central heating, telephone, garden, 
car park. 

Location: Um Uthaina - 5th Circle. 

Interested, please call 663343 * 











CAR FOR SALE - DUTY UNPAID 

Mercedes 230; 1.979, automatic transmission. 
Colour: Lemon. Sunroof, excellent condition. 
Price: JD 1,700. ■ 

. Call: Dr. Sharnia at 02-278662 ext: 269 . 
Saturday through Wednesday between 
8:30-11:30 -a<.m. & 1:00-3:00 p.m. 


i? i * 3= “*■« 

w -aife] ft 


T ( . 


-IRICAL many sizes & No heed for maintenance 

(ufnan Rig h ' covers... and if s all Weatnerr-rw Call 660997/ 8 

8:30 P ^ CJ : 

non F **? 
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CAR FOR SALE 

1 990 Honda Accord EX. American plate, 
black, automatic transmission,, extra 
clean, full options, low mileage. 

Call 687564, 691824/13,. 821565 


' Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located at the 7th Circle area - Al Rawnaq. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (including one- master), 3 
bathrooms, salon and dining room, sitting room, a 
large kitchen and telephone. New building and 
funiture. Annual contract preferred. 

For information, please oal! 861634. 


DISTINGUISHED, FULLY FURNISHED BUILDING 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


•External Finish: Dressed stone from Ma'an with black aluminium big windows. 
Structure: Reinforced concrete skeleton with load bearing external walls. 

Floor area: Number of floors is six, each 355.43 sq.m, area, which makes a total 
floor area of 21 32.60 sq.m. 

Floors: 1) Ground floor inci'udes main entrance with reception area, small apart- 
ment suitable for residence of the building guard, car garages, boilers room and 
other services. 

2) 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors: 

Each floor contains two apartments, one three bedrooms, living, dining, kitchen 
and bathrooms; and the other two bedrooms with all other services. Each apart- 
ment has its own boiler and separate central heating, hot and cold water supply. 

3) Fifth and top floor consists of one apartment in the whole floor area, which is 
an independant one 1 floor villa with interior decorations, wall to wall carpeting, wall 
paper, false ceiling decroated with wail paper, big halls, master suit with bed- 
room, dressin groom and bathroom; bedrooms and bathrooms, kitchen, central 
TV-video antenna and telephones. 

Lift: The building is provided with one lift serving all floors. 

Telephones and antennas: The building is provided with telephones at the 
reception area connected with all apartments plus other telephones directly con- 
nected to the top floor, which can also serve the other apartments if needed. The 
building is also provided with TV antennas to all apartments. 

Other Services: '■ 

There are additional car parks within the wall around the building; there is also a 
garden around the ground floor. 

Furniture: 

All apartments are well-furnished. 

The top floor has. deluxe furniture. ■ 

I — ( For more information please call Tel: 694804 
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lUrkisb government issues ultimatum 
as hunger strike claims eighth victim 


ANKARA ' [AFP) — 
Turkey’s prison crisis took a 
dramatic turn Friday as 
Justice Minister Sevket 
Kazan warned the army could 
be brought in to end a long- 
running hunger strike that has 
claimed eight lives. 

Mr. Kazan said the seventh 
inmate died Friday in 
Bayrarapasa prison in 
Istanbul on the 68th day of 
the strike by 290 leftist 
inmates for better living con- 
ditions. 

The eighth, a 22-year-old 
woman, died in a prison in the 
western town of Canakkale, 
judicial officials there said. 

Compounding matters for 
the new Islamist-led govern- 
ment. a statement by the 
banned Kurdish Labour Party 
tPKK) said its 10,000 
inmates in Turkish jails 
would also join the. hunger 
strike. 

Turkey’s health ministry 
announced it was setting up 
crisis cells across the country. 

‘This is my final appeal, 
hand over the strikers (...) 
stop these summaiy execu- 
tions,” Mr. Kazan told a news 
conference in Ankara, refer- 
ring to the strike leaders. 

“Don’t force us to organise 
an operation by the security 
forces,” he warned. 

“We still warn to use per- 
suasion ... a (military) inter- 
vention could lead to the 
deaths of 40 to 60 inmates.” 
Mr. Kazan added. 

Teams of doctors and psy- 
chologists were trying to per- 
suade the strikers to give up. 
but the prisoners were well 
organised. 

Mr. Kazan repeated earlier 
accusations that the hunger 
strikes were orchestrated by 
the leaders of extreme-left 
underground groups, and that 
they were therefore to blame 
for the deaths. 

The latest man to die was 
Tahsin Yllmaz. 37, who 



Turkish Minister of Justice Sevket Kazan 


belonged to an extreme-left 
organisation, sources close to 
the strikers said. 

The woman was identified 
as Ayve ldii Erfcmen. She was 
serving a three-year term for 
belonging to a far-left group. 

The first death in the hunger 
strike occurred on Sunday. 

The health ministry said the 
crisis cells, in 38 provinces 
grouping a total of 43 prisons, 
will monitor the physical and 
mental health of the strikers 
and organise medical care. 

It put the number of inmates 
on a full hunger strike at 314. 
although Mr. Kazan said 
there were 290. The total 
number of strikers is 2,070. it 
said, with most only going 
without food for limited rotat- 


ing periods. 

About 60 prisoners were in 
“serious” condition, it added, 
although the Yeni Yuzyil 
daily put die figure at 68. 

The strikers want better liv- 
ing conditions, better medical 
care, the closure of the top- 
security Eskisehir prison in 
central Turkey where inmates 
are put in isolation cells, and 
transfers to their home town 
jails. 

The PKK. which is fighting 
for an independent homeland 
in southeast Turkey, said: 
“More than 10.000 prisoners 
of war in 40 jails are begin- 
ning indefinite hunger 
strikes.” 

Its statement: through the 
DEM agency in Cologne. 


Germany, said the action 
could turn into a full-scale 
hunger strike to death. 

At Bayrarapasa, the strikers 
had fax machines, portable 
telephones, weapons and 
pharmaceuticals for medical 
care, Mr. Kazan said, adding 
the jail had not been searched 
for a year. 

“The prison is in the hands 
of clandestine organisations,” 
he went on. "The organisa- 
tions have sympathisers 
among the wardens and die 
ministry is preparing to 
launch an investigation." 

Mr. Kazan said he wanted a 
parliamentary inquiry opened 
into two former justice- minis- 
ters, Seyfi Oktay and Mehmet 
Mogultay, whom he said 
were to blame for the crisis. 

Three big Turkish unions 
called for improved rights for 
foe inmates, urged the strikers 
“not to cause further loss of 
life” and called on the gov- 
ernment to open talks “with 
the aim of ending foe hunger 
strikes.” 

The only official comments 
on foe crisis have come from 
Mr. Kazan. He dismissed it as 
a “publicity stunt,” and called 
for “patience” while insisting 
Eskisehir prison will not 
close. 

The government believes 
using isolation cells helps 
crack foe influence of leftist 
organisations holding sway in 
the crowded dormitories of 
other jails. 

The crisis has sparked calls 
from foe European Union, 
France, Germany and Italy 
for government action to 
improve living conditions in 
foe prisons. 

EU sources said the 
European Parliament threat- 
ened to block all financial aid 
to Turkey if conditions were 
not improved. “Our bud- 
getary powers enable us to 
block ail finance for Ankara, 
step by step” the source said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


2 Hizbollah fighters killed 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Iranian-backed Hizboilah con- 
firmed on Friday that two of its fighters had been killed in 
an attack against an Israeli patrol in South Lebanon. The 
guerrilla group said on Thursday that it had attacked the 
partrol in Israel’s self-declared “security zone" in South 
Lebanon with machineguns and rockets, killing or wound- 
ing several soldiers. An Israeli army official in Tel Aviv 
confirmed the clash, but said two Hizbollah fighters were 
killed in the exchange. The official did not report any casu- 
alties on foe Israeli side. Hizbollah said in a statement from 
its armed wing, the Islamic Resistance, that Mohammad 
Habhab, 30, married with one child, and Jamal KhaliL 22. 
also married, were killed near Rob TaTatin, a Lebanese vil- 
lage near the Israeli border. 

Sudanese body formed to fight for peace 

NAIROBI (AFP) — A new organisation, calling itself foe 
New Sudan Body for Peace (NSBP). was formed here 
Friday with a mission to find a peaceful solution to foe 
south Sudanese conflict. Addressing a press conference 
here Friday. Commander Domi KaJo said the NSBP was 
ready for dialogue and a peaceful democratic solution of 
foe Nuba mountains’ problems in particular and foe prob- 
lems of Sudan in general. “We renew our full support to all 
local peace-loving groups, and pledge to coordinate with 
them in the direction of solving foe southern Sudanese 
problem.” Domi Kalo told the press conference. 

‘Saddam Hussein escaped attempt on his life 9 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein nar- 
rowly escaped an attempt on his life when he left one of his 
palaces in Baghdad just minutes before a bomb went off 
outside foe budding, Israel TV’s Arab affairs commentator 
said Friday. Hundreds of army officers were arrested in the 
wake of foe assassination attempt, which took place sever- 
al days ago, said the commentator. Ehud Yaari. 
Apparently, dozens of officers have been executed, includ- 
ing members of President Saddam's elite Republican 
Guard, Mr. Yaari told foe Associated Press. 

Chlorine leak overcomes 250 in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — More than 250 people were hospitalised 
after being overcome by fumes from a massive chlorine 
leak at a water treatment plant north of Cairo, police said 
Friday. Some 120 workers were affected by the fumes, 
which also spread outside foe plant in Damanhur. 190 kilo- 
metres north of Cairo, to hit 130 other people in nearby 
buildings. They were ad taken to hospital, but 20 were said 
to be in a serious condition. An investigation was opened 
into the source of the leak said to be caused by a rusty 
cylinder. 

Amnesty to 300 ‘repentant 5 militants 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has pardoned 300 jailed Muslim mil- 
itants after they recanted their “extremist thoughts.” foe 
state-run A1 Ahram daily said on Friday. It said the men. 
who were arrested for belonging to foe Islamist organisa- 
tions fighting the government, were released ahead of the 
festival marking Prophet Mohammed's birthday. 
“Investigations proved they have shed their terrorist ideas 
after realising the falsity of the call of the criminal organi- 
sations they were following." the daily said. It added the 
interior ministry would give each man a sum of money to 
tide him over until it found him a job. More than 960 peo- 
ple have been killed since Muslim militant groups 
launched their four-year-old armed struggle to transform 
Egypt into a strict Islamic state. 


Jews detained at 
Jerusalem shrine 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli police detained 
several right-wing Jewish 
activists who on Thursday 
tried to force their way into 
Jerusalem’s A1 Haram A1 
Sharif, site of Islam’s third 
holiest shrine, a police 
spokesman said. 

Thousands of Jews mean- 
while prayed at foe Western 
Wall, which abuts the site, to 
observe foe holy day marking 
the anniversary of the 
destruction of the ancient 
Jewish temples once situaied 
on the mount. 

Police dragged away mem- 
bers of foe ultra-nationalist 
Jewish group, foe Temple 
Mount Faithful, who tried to 
break through a police barri- 
cade barring their entry to foe 
mount's A1 Aqsa Mosque 
complex. the police 
spokesman said. 

The ultra-nationalists, who 
were to be allowed onto the 
mount in pairs under police 
escort, waved flags, shouted 
slogans and sounded rams 
boms. 

“Bibi why aren't you here 
with us?" shouted one 
woman, referring to hardline 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu who 
has vowed never to cede any 
part of Jerusalem to 
Palestinians. Bibi is his nick- 


name. 

Israel’s high court ruled the 
Temple Mount Faithful 
should be allowed to visit foe 
mount but not pray there and 
police worked out foe pairs 
system. Tourists of all faiths 
routinely visit foe site without 
any problem. 

Palestinian council speaker 
Ahmad Korei condemned the 
decision to let the activists 
onto A1 Haram A1 Sharif. 

“A1 Aqsa is an Islamic site 
and it affects foe emotions of 
every Muslim under the sun,” 
Mr. Korei told reporters after 
the Palestinian self-rule legis- 
lature’s weekly meeting in 
Ramallah. 

The Palestinian council 
delayed discussion of a draft 
constitution to discuss foe 
Jerusalem issue. 

“If Jerusalem is being 
judaised, why negotiate?” 
Mr. Korei said. 

“If Israel wants peace, we 
do too. If they don’t, they 
should stop wasting our 
time." 

Later on Thursday, Jewish 
settlers burned a Palestinian 
flag outside the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s 
(PLO) Jerusalem headquar- 
ters known as Orient House. 
They demanded a halt to 
PLO activity in Jerusalem. 


Opposition challenges 
Lebanese election law 


BEIRUT (R) — Opposition 
parliamentary deputies on 
Friday threw down a chal- 
lenge to Lebanon's Syrian- 
backed government, petition- 
ing foe constitutional court to 
cancel a controversial elec- 
tion law rammed through par- 
liament this month. 

The rare act of defiance by 
10 deputies — six Christians 
and four Muslim leftists — 
could cause cancellation of 
parliamentary elections due 
to begin on Aug. 18 and 
plunge foe country into con- 
fusion if the court rules 
against the law. 

Its decisions have the force 
of law and cannot be 
appealed against. 

A member of the court told 
Reuters it should issue a rul- 
ing within 25 days and could 
do so earlier, before foe vote 
begins. 

Mikhail Daber, a Maronite 
Christian deputy once touted 
to become president of 
Lebanon, told Reuters be pre- 
sented foe petition on 
Thursday to the 10-member 
constitutional council created 
last year to deal with constitu- 
tional issues. 

The petition is the first time 
the court has been asked to 
rule on foe constitutionality, 
of a law. 

A copy obtained by Reuters 
says the law violates foe con- 


stitutional principle of equali- 
ty for all citizens. 

The law set up different 
kinds of election districts for 
the Christian heartland of 
Mount Lebanon and the rest 
of the country, causing an 
immediate Christian outcry 
and calls by some Christian 
leaders for an election boy- 
cott. 

The law carved up the gov- 
emorate of Mount Lebanon, 
the only area where 
Christians are in an over- 
whelming majority, into six 
election districts while 
Lebanon’s other four gover- 
norates will vote as single 
constituencies. 

This is widely seen as 
intended to ensure the elec- 
tion of Walid Jumblatt, a key 
government ally and leader of 
the Druze minority, who was 
likely to be swept aside by the 
Christians if Mount Lebanon 
voted as a single constituen- 
cy. 

It also makes election more 
difficult for opposition 
Christians, who complain that 
Lebanon is losing its sover- 
eignty and demand the with- 
drawal of Syria’s 35.000 
troops from the country. 
Political analysts say opposi- 
tion candidates would sweep 
foe board if Mount Lebanon 
was a single constituency. 

Opposition politicians and 


Christian bishops have 
denounced the law as uncon- 
stitutional and biased. Some 
also said it was intended to 
provoke a repeat of the 
Christians’ massive election 
boycott in 199 2 which result- 
ed in a parliament over- 
whelmingly dominated by 
pro-government deputies. 

Christians are now deeply 
split over whether to boycott 
foe current elections. 

The deputies lodged the 
petition after the Beirut 
lawyers’ guild last week 
denounced foe law as uncon- 
stitutional and urged deputies 
to petition for its repeal. . 

“We ask the court to accept 
our appeal to cancel all foe 
affects of the appealed items 
in foe law. to consider the law 
unconstitutional and to 
decide to cancel it totally or 
partially," the petition said. 

Analysts said Lebanese pol- 
itics could be thrown into 
confusion if it was successful. 

“This comes in a very deli- 
cate political context, we are 
living in a very tense political 
situation,” university profes- 
sor and political analyst 
Antoine Haddad told Reuters. 

‘The country is divided 
over this law and is very 
tense...The election could be 
cancelled or postponed and 
this would be very dangerous 
for foe country,” he said. 


Opposition party demands release 
of two members detained last week 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
opposition party has 
denounced foe arrest last 
week of two of its leaders, 
who the party claims were 
detained in relation for their 
opposition of foe govern- 
ment's plans to hike foe price 
of bread. *"* 

In a statement issued 
Thursday, the Jordan People’s 
Democratic Party condemned 
(be arrest and called on the 
government to release its 
leaders. 

Mithkal Zenati and 
Mohammad Khalil were 
among more than 100 politi- 
cal activists and leaders of a 
coalition of nine parties who 
participated in the July 21 sit- 
in in front of Parliament to 
protest foe government's 
move. 

Mr. Zenati, a farmer, was 
interrogated twice by the 
security forces after foe July 
21 sit-in before being appre- 
hended on July 24. a family 


member claimed. 

He told foe Jordan Times 
Friday that the authorities 
searched Mr. Zenati’s house 
in Wadi Yabes area in the 
Jordan Valley and seized 
some petitions that had signa- 
tures on them. 

Mr. Khalil was preparing a 
sit-in for Friday in the town 
of Salt fo .protest foe increase 
in ”b'fead ’ paces,' A'geiice 
France Press ( AFP) reported 
Friday. 

A spokesman at Hashd told 
the Jordan Times Thursday 
that other party members, 
Mohammad Abu Rub and 
Mohammad Abu Marrar, 
were also arrested by police 
following die sit-in and were 
released Wednesday. 

According to an Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) source, 
security forces apprehended 
three of its members follow- 
ing foe Sunday sit-in. 

The opposition political 
parties, along with the unions 
and women’s groups, called 
for foe sit-in in front of 
Parliament in reaction to (he 


government's announcement 
that it will raise the price of 
bread to 250 fils a kilo from 
85 fils. 

Forty-one deputies have 
also signed a motion asking 
the government to reconsider 
the increase in bread prices. 

Parliament Wednesday said 
it will devote its Sunday’s 
tegular session to discuss the 
government’s policy on bread 
subsidies. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti has said his 
government will not go back 
on its plans concerning the 
bread issue. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher also said 
that bread prices had to be 
increased to reduce foe bud- 
get deficit, but stressed that 
the government would com- 
pensate people for the higher 
cost of bread. The govern- 
ment has pledged that each 
Jordanian, including dis- 
placed Palestinians and 
refugees, would receive an 
annual wage increase to off- 
set the hike in bread prices. 


Libyan referee missing since riots 


VALLETTA (R) — A Malta- 
based Libyan referee who 
was in charge of a soccer 
match in Libya which turned 
violent nearly two weeks ago 
has not returned to the island 
and his fate is not known, a 
Maltese newspaper said on 
Friday. 

Abdullah Salem, 35, lived 
and worked in Malta and reg- 
ularly acted as referee for 
Maltese first division soccer 
matches. Earlier this month, 
be travelled to Libya to take 
charge of the ill-fated match 
between A1 Itibad and AI 
Ahly in Tripoli. 

The Times newspaper said 
that although some media 


reports said he was killed 
when rioting broke out during 
the match, Maltese sources 
indicated he may siil] be 
alive. 

The trouble broke out after 
Mr. Salem awarded a dubious 
goal to foe team which 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi’s sons supported. 
Spectators scarred chanting 
anti-Qadhafi slogans and 
bodyguards of the Libyan 
leader opened fire. Libyan 
television footage had shown 
Mr. Salem being chased by 
angry supporters. 

Diplomats in Tripoli said 20 
people were believed to have 
been killed in foe incident. 


Colleagues of Mr. Salem in 
Malta said they believed he 
was still alive, but this has not 
been confirmed. 

Malta’s ambassador to 
Libya, George Doublesin said 
he was unsure of Mr. Salem’s 
condition. 

“I have received conflicting 
reports but he was definitely 
manhandled by members of 
foe crowd. The television 
footage showed him being 
abased by the crowd and I 
have heard reports that his leg 
was broken," he told foe 
newspaper. Mr. Salem had 
lived in Malta for four years 
and was an official of the 
Malta Football Association. 


Bosnian Muslim gunners fire on Czech peace patrol 


SARAJEVO (R) — Two 
Muslim civilians fired auto- 
matic weapons at Czech 
peacekeeping soldiers on 
night patrol in northwest 
Bosnia and were swiftly dis- 
armed without casualties, 
NATO said on Friday. 

The Czechs, members of 
the NATO-led Peace 
Implementation Force 
(IFOR), came under fire on 
Thursday night as they drove 
their armoured combat vehi- 
cle in the zone of separation 
between Muslim and Serb 
territories, near the village of 
Me mid. 

“They heard a series of 
shots from submachine guns 
dose to the zone...as they 
approached the place where 
the fire was coming from, 
they were directly battered 
(fired on) from a nearby 


bouse,” an IFOR statement 
said. 

“The Czechs got out of their 
vehicle, surrounded the house 
and without a single shot dis- 
armed two Muslim civilians, 
confiscating two sub-machine 
guns and four magazines with 
cartridges.” it said. 

IFOR referred the incident 
to the U-N.-affiliated interna- 
tional police task force, which 
helps maintain law-and- order 
and deter human rights abus- 
es in Bosnia 

The statement did not say 
whether the assailants were 
freed or handed over to local 
police. NATO and IPTF 
spokesmen were not immedi- 
ately available for clarifica- 
tion. . 

Shooting attacks on mem- 
bers of TOR have been very 
rare since it deployed last 


December. 

IFOR separated and demo- 
bilised Serb, Croat and 
Muslim armies without inci- 
dent and non-NATO weapons 
are banned from former con- 
frontation zones under a 
demilitarisation regime. 

In another development, a 
French officer in the NATO 
peace force in Bosnia has lost 
a foot and part of a hand in a 
land mine explosion a few 
kilometres south of Sarajevo, 
an alliance spokesman said 
on Friday. 

Lieutenant Jean-Marie 

Etienne was on patrol on 
Thursday when he trod on 
one of the millions of mines 
left over from Bosnia’s 1992- 
95 war and not yet removed, 
spokesman Lieutenant- 

Colonel Max Maniner said. 

Ll Etienne’s left foot was 


severed and part of his left 
hand blown off, Lt-Col. 
Maniner told a news briefing. 

The lieutenant underwent 
surgery at the French military 
hospital in foe Sarajevo sub- 
urb of Rajlovac. 

Ll Etienne belonged to the 
19e Groupe de Chasseurs, a 
mechanised infantry regiment 
based in Villingen, Gentany. 

A few NATO peacekeepers 
have been killed and dozens 
wounded in mine or traffic 
accidents since IFOR arrived 
last December for a one-year 
mission. 

’This incident serves as a 
very timely reminder to all of 
us that mines remain a terrible 
and disfiguring threat to 
everyone in Bosnia — mili- 
tary and civilian, irrespective 
of politics, ethnic origin or 
nationality," said Lt.-Col. 


Marriner. 

He said British Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Walker, 
commander of IFOR’s 
ground forces, had urged 
Serb, Muslim and Croat army 
commanders not to reduce 
manpower involved in clear- 
ing mines even as they demo- 
bilised soldiers. 

Bosnia’s communities 
should also consider organis- 
ing civilian mine-removal 
teams to speed up the process, 
he said. 

“We believe the training, 
equipment and man hours 
already dedicated by the fac- 
tion armies to mine clearance 
must be supplemented ... by a 
civilian effort suitable for 
clearing more of the country 
for normal, everyday pur- 
suits.” 


Woman returns 
Olympic wallet and 
becomes hero 

ATLANTA (R) — Del 
Brown has become a kind 
of Olympic hero. She has 
not won a gold medal, 
overcome daunting physi- 
cal challenges or even car- 
ried the Olympic torch. But 
for an Olympic host city 
worried about its image as 
an American crime capital, 
the 36-year-old sales 
clerk’s sense of honesty is a 
public- relations godsend. 
Days before the start of the 
games, Ms. Brown stum- 
bled upon a wallet in the 
camera store where she 
works. It contained S 1.020 
cash and several docu- 
ments in Portuguese. After 
a few minutes, she also dis- 
covered an invoice in Eng- 
lish from the Olympic 
equestrian venue and 
phoned them up. The wal- 
let belonged to Brazilian 
equestrian Serguei Fofa- 
noff. who was so pleased to 
get his money and credit 
cards back that he intro- 
duced her to his team mates 
and gave her a Brazilian 
Olympic team pin. End of 
story? Don’t bet on it. 
When Ms. Brown’s emp- 
loyer heard what had hap- 
pened, the company got its 
public relations consultant 
to shop the story around to 
various news organisations 
in town for the Olympics. 
The sales-elerk-tumed- 
hero also received formal 
thanks Wednesday from 
the Brazilian Olympic 
Committee, who gave her a 
new handbag, a clock and 
personal thanks from the 
coordinator for Casa Br- 
asil, the committee’s home 
away from home. Reached 
by telephone at her work- 
place, Ms. Brown said she 
was only glad to have been 
able to help Fofanoff. “I am 
so happy to be able to do 
Something like that" she 
said. “This was before the 
Olympics and he doesn't 
have any money in this 
strange land. It's great to be 
able to do something like 
that Praise the Lord praise 
God.” 

Athletes keep 
police on their 
toes 

ATLANTA (R) — Fond- 
lers, flashers and flat brea- 
kers — these are just some 
of the alleged complaints 
against athletes filling po- 
lice blotters these days in 
Olympic city. With 10.000 
athletes, most of them 
young, fit and high-spirit- 
ed, engulfing Atlanta for 
foe games, after-hours ac- 
tivities of a non-sporting 
variety are keeping police 
busy. According to city 
police, a Tunisian boxer 
w'as arrested after fondling 
a female tram driver in the 
Olympic village. Organi- 
sing committee press chief 
Bob Brennan told a news 
conference the unnamed 
athlete “allegedly and inap- 
propriately fondled a fe- 
male tram driver.” Mr. 
Brennan said the boxer was 
taken into custody but 
released after the driver 
declined to press charges. 

Last orders in 
Bavarian beer 
gardens at 
10.30 p.m. 

BERLIN (R) — A German 
Federal Court dashed the 
hopes of Bavarian beer 
drinkers Thursday when it 
upheld a state court’s r uling 
that beer gardens had to 
stop the oompah music at 
10 p.m. and take last orders 
ball an hour later. The 
Federal Administrative 
Court, confi rmin g an earli- 
er decision by the Bavarian 
court, agreed that noise 
from beer gardens could be 
considered a kind of envi- 
ronmental pollution that 
had to be controlled. 
Bavaria's Administrative 
Court last year shocked 
Munich, the beer capital of 
Germany, by agreeing with 
a resident who complained 
one of the city's best- 
known beer gardens was 
too noisy. 



